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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

R~GION 6 

Mr. Bill Moore 
President 

1445 ROSS AVENUE, SUITE 1200 
DALLAS, TX 75202·2733 

Rinchem Company, Inc. 
6133 Edith Boulevard, NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87107 

Dear Mr. Moore: 

PAGE 2 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has reevaluated 
the data for the Old Rinchem site (Site). Due to uncertainty 
regardinq current contaminant concentrations at the Site, EPA has 
aqreed to allow you to furnish additional data reqardinq the 
site. This data will be used to determine if there is an actual 
risk to public health or the environment posed by the Site. 

The details for the data Rinchem needs to submit are 
outlined in the enclosure. Rinchem will be permitted six montha 
from the date of this letter to provide EPA the data. Ourinq 
that time EPA will take no furthor action related to 
investigating the site. If Rinchem does not provide the data 
within this ~ount of time, EPA may choose to proceed with 
efforts on the site. If the data indicates there is an 
unacceptable health or anvironmental risk posed by the site, EPA 
will proceed with the remedial investi9ation and feasibility 
study. 

If you have any questions re9ardinq this matter, please contact 
Shawn Ghose at (214} 665-6782. 

Sincerely, 

~~Chief 
Superfund Enforcement Branch 

Enclosure 

cc: Marcy Leavitt (w/enclosure) 
New Maxico Environment Department 

/Y:'L R&cycled/Rocyclable 
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JUfCLOSURE 

Konitor Welle 

Two wells are needed to: 1) check for the possibility of 
chlorinated solvents in deeper parts of the of th~ Upper Santa Fe 
Group; 2) Jaonitor the shallow part of the aquifer with a down 
gradient well outside Rinchem's premises. 

Well No. 1 should be drilled in a downgradient location on the 
opposite side of Edith Boulevard. Approximate location is shown in 
the attached map (on the east side of Edith Boulevard and on the 
north side of the railroad tracks). The exact location will depend 
on the right of way and city regulations regardinq how close to the 
street the well can be drilled. Based on the examination of 
shallow well data available in the immediate vicinity of Rinchem 
(RG 105, Southern Union Gas and RG 20754 on the Grieqos/Comanche 
Rd) EPA anticipates a clay/shale/impervious layer somewhere between 
140 to 200 feet. Well No. l should be drilled to the first 
clay/shale/impervious layer of greater than 5 feet thickness, below 
the water table. The total well depth need not exceed 250 feet 
i.e. if an impervious layer o! qreater than 5 feet is not found 
within 250 feet from the surface, the drilling can stop. The well 
should be logged with a gamma and porosity device. The drilling 
should stop once a layer of qreater than five feet thickneBs of 
clay/shale/ impervious bed has been encountered. The well should 
be screened from the top of the impermeable layer to 20 feet 
upwards (i.e if clay layer is at 190 feet the &creened ~ •• \:.t!rval 
should be 170 to 190 feet). 

Well No. 2 should be drilled downgradient and outsid~ Rinchom'a 
premises. This well ~hould be drilled to approximately same depth 
as the other monitoring wells at the site. The screened interval 
should be siJailar to other Jaonitoring wells so that the data will 
be comparable. No qeophysical log is required for this wall, 
however a drillers log will be appreciated. Well No. 2 may be 
drilled adjacent to Well No. 1. The locations shown on the map are 
approximate and well locations may be interchanged between #1 and 
#2. 

EPA and NMEO should be informed one week prior to tho start of 
drilling to provide an opportunity to the agencies to oversee the 
operation and to get agreement on the loc~tion chosen. 

saaplinq 

EPA notes that the Surface Soil sampling by the followinq methods 
was completed on December 14, 1994. 

The surface soil saJaples analyzed by the following methods, usinq, 
Test Methods for EvAluating Solid waste. Physical/Chemical Methods 
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CSW 846), EPA Document: 

• Method 8240A to determine volatile organic compoun~s by GC/KS; 

• Method 8270A to determine aemi-volatile orqanio oo•poun4s by 
GC/KS; 

• Method 6010A to determine metals by XCP. 
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to 4949 Edith 6\vd N. E. 

u_r,;j Site leased by Ainchem from 1976-83 

• munitorlng loCations 1988 

• monitor wells added 1992 
A monitor well added 1 993 

14.00 total cnl()rinat~ solvents (ppb) 

BDL'S below detection limits 

- - - 1988 outline of contamination 

1111111111 
0 

approx. 12192 outline of oontaminatlon 

tentative 7194 outline of contamination 
1 1 194 outline of contamination 

EPA suggested 1. Deep 2. Shallow well location 

4901 Edith 
Blvd, N.E. 

Seele (feet) 

0 25 

Contamination Outline 

Rinchem Old Slta 
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