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Mr. Gariss: 

MARK E. WEIDLER 
SECRETARY 

EDGAR T. THORNTON, III 
DEPUTY SECRETARY 

The New Mexico Environment Department (NMED)-Hazardous and 
Radioactive Materials Bureau (HRMB) has received a facsimile of 
your letter dated September 28, 1995 regarding Rinchem's response 
to the Letter of Violation sent by NMED September 7, 1995. The 
hard copy of your letter was never received by HRMB. NMED has 
determined that at the time of inspection, Rinchem had abated the 
violation, and came into compliance with New Mexico Hazardous Waste 
Management Regulations (20 NMAC 4.1). 

Several questions were posed in the letter addressing the aisle 
space regulation (40 CFR §264.35) and NMED's interpretation of this 
regulation. The term "any area of the facility" addresses the 
unobstructed movement of personnel, fire protection equipment, 
spill control equipment, and decontamination equipment to any area 
of the facility in which hazardous waste is being stored. This 
includes, but is not limited to the area where hazardous waste is 
being accumulated solely, but the entire area accessing the area 
where hazardous waste is being accumulated or stored. As far as 
a measurable distance of aisle space required, §264.35, as wrltten 
is not well defined. 

From a RCRA inspectors point of view, aisle space should allow the 
inspector easy access around the containers of hazardous \vaste 
being stored so that hazardous waste labeling can be easily viewed. 
Ideally, if drums are stacked on pallets, they should be no more 
than two high with labels facing outward towards the aisle for easy 
viewing. A facility permit may further define these requirements. 
As far as a distance between rows of containers, 24-36 inches seems 
reasonable for easy access, but again, a facility's permit may 
clarify this issue. 
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Keep in mind however, that as per the regulation, this distance 
must allow for the unobstructed movement of the above stated 
equipment. 

Thank you for your concerns regarding this regulation. If you have 
any further questions, please contact Frank Sanchez of my staff at 
(505) 827-1558. 

Sincerely, 

Coby Muckelroy, Program Manager 
RCRA Inspection/Enforcement Program 
Hazardous and Radioactive Materials Bureau 

cc: Garth Graves, NMED District I 
file 
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September 28,1995 
813:J EDITH BOULEVAAO NE 
ALBUQUERQUE. NM 87107 
PHONE (606) 345-3655 

Frank Sanchez 
Hazardous and Radioactive 
Materials Bureau 
N. M. Environmental Dept. 
P.O.Box 26110 
Santa Fe,N.M. 87502 

Dear Mr, Sanchez: 

This letter is in response to the LEITER O}::VIOLATION dated Sept. 7,1995. 
Rinchem Company,lnc. acknowledges receipt.of..the l.etter and desires to make all. 
appropriate procedural and operational changes n~sary to ensure total ;~mpliiutce. 
As you indicated ,we took corrective action·.atthe time of inspection. However~we have 
since begun to plan respecification of stol'a{ic"areas that W()Uld be striped on'~e :~oors •. : .. 
Before doing this ,we need to clarify some·areas relative to your Citation~~'iid.lh~':f-egul~tions. 

Is .there an environmental department in~erpretat.ion. of the term "any area ._of~ility_ .. - . ~ .·. 
operation· which indicates the "area" is intended ·tQ be a dtum or pallet .ii.Zed ~p~ce?. ·,_·.;> ~;·_: . ~ 
Is there an environmental department determination pf the.required aisle sp_~;adei}uate··l:~ .. 
niee~ the intent of CFR 264 .. ~ (i.e. 18 i~h~,24 :inches)1.Also,the~e·.~a5~~e.disCus~ion .· 
of atsle sp~ necessary to[:/cll~low the ~eadang -~~.waste .. la~els for whtc~:r~~~~~_-.,~e>t ~~~ .. ~~~Y · 
reference m section 264 f 49CP. . , ltD·. , ·:.,., , . -... ':' . . ,., ,;~, •. <.\·1 ,_:,! .... . ,. i'·· .. 

One of the issues we ar · g to address is whether ·. we can store drums of.bazardous : · 
waste on pallets in pallet racks. In order for us to be certain we have cavered ·;·or will b¢ 

· covering , aU a~propriate concerns we would appreciate a written response fu tlie 3 , < ··. 
questioned areas so they can be adressed in training, written procedures and facility. 
organization· · .· •. •':, ·.':,:/:,/;'.~.:,~;. · ·. ·. · ' ... "'\'' · · ·· 
We sincere!~ appreciate your help in these ~~~fs~ itf y~il have any qucstions:.:please ~~tact . 
:::numb~ ~isted above. ,;(/[.~~:~;jf..i·j ·'. . . '': . . ;:_!·. •· :_. · 

.. ·' ,.·· .••:.· ·:: •. i·i·. ·.,. •' 

·~··,;>::·; • .. 
:. :.··:....·"LoA 
:,.' ... ,.~ .... ~ ·.r.,' 

S ariss .· :~~:·.~:.:.;··:. · .. , . -·~· ·· 
Haz. Waste;CSR ·· ·, -~-~·;;:r · · ., 

. . .. •..• :1,;., .. '{:', ~.:t!~-..:··· . : :.· .. ~ l.. ~ ·'I·,- •• 

. : .. : .·-. 

•,•' . '-i:.' 

WE. DO IT WELL BECAUSE WE CARE 

·:· .. ·. 


