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UNJTED STATES ENVIRONM-ENTAL PROTECTION A 'GENCY 
REGIOH'Vl 

ALUEO BANK TOWER AT FOUNTAIN PLACE 

1445 ROSS AVENUE 

DALLAS, TEXAS 75202 

Mr. Jack Ellvingers Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Section 
Groundwater and 1-lazardoos Waste Bureau 
fnviroomental Improvement Division 
New ·Mexico Health and Environment Department 
P.O. Bnx 968 
Santa fes New Mexico 87504-0968 

Re: RCRA Facility Assessment Report 
Rinchem Company, Inc. 
NMD002208627 

Dear Mr. Ellvinger: 

Enclosed please find a copy of the RCRA Facility Assessment Report 
for Rinchem Company, Inc., Albu~Jer~Je, New Mexico. The report 
includes hoth the Preliminary Review and Visual Site Inspection. 

If you have any questions, please contact me or Erlec:e Allen of my 
staff at (214} 655-6790. 

Enclosure 

Sinc:erely yours, 

Sam Bec:ker. P.E. 
Chief 
Hazardous Waste Complianc:e Branc:h (6H-C) 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this report is to dor.ument the RCRA Far.ility Assessment 
for Rinr.hem Company, Inc:., Albuquerque, New Mexir.o. The Preliminary 
Review (PR) and Visual Site Inspection (VSI) are the first two phases 
in the Resource Conservation and Rer.overy Ar.t (RCRA) Far.ility Assessment 
under the RCRA r.orrer.tive action program. The information in Sections 
1.1 and 1.2 has heen developed from the RCRA Facility Assessment Guidance 
(Ref. 1). 

1.1 Hazardous and Solid Waste Amendments and other Authorities 

The Hazardous and Solid Waste Amendments of 1984 {HSWA) provided 
the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) with the authority 
to reqJire r.orrer.tive ar.tion at RCRA treatment, storage, and disposal 
{TSO) facilities. The new authorities are: 

- 3004{u) - Corrective Action for Continuing Releases 
Requires that any permit issued after November 8, 1984, provide 
for corrective ar.tion for all releases from solid waste 
management units {SWMUs) at the facility. The provision also 
insists that owner/operators demonstrate financial assurance for 
any required r.orrer.t i ve ar.ti on, and a 11 ows schedules of 
r.omplianr.e to he used in permits where the r.orrer.tive ar.tion 
cannot he completed prior to permit issuance. 

- 3008(h) - Interim Status Corrective Ar.tion Orders 
Provides authority to issue enforc:ement orders to compel 
r.orrer.tive ar.tion or other response measures at interim status 
facilities, as well as authority to take c:ivil ar.tion against 
facilities for appropriate relief. 

- 3004(v) - Corrective Ar.tion Beyond the Facility Boundary 
Oirec:ts EPA to issue regulations reqJiring c:orrer.tive ac:tion 
heyond the fad 1 ity boundary where necessary to protect human 
health and the environment. The only exc:eption to this is if the 
owner/operator c:an demonstrate that he is unahle to ohtain 
permission to take corrective action on off-site property. 
Until the regulations reqJiring c:orrec:tive ac:tion heyond the 
facility boundary are promulgated, c:orrective ar.tion orders may 
he issued to reqJire the necessary corrective ar.tion. 

The 3004(u) provision for.uses on investigating· releases from solid 
waste management units at RCRA facilities. SWMUs are defined as "any 
discernible {solid) waste (as defined in 40 CFR 261.2) unit at a RCRA 
fac:ility from whic:h hazardous c:onstituents might migrate, irrespective 
of whether the unit was intended for the management of solid and/or 
hazardous waste" (Ref. 2). The SWMU definition includes containers; 
tanks; surfar.e impoundments; waste piles; land treatment units; landfills; 
incinerators; underground injec:tion wells; waste water treatment units; 
rec:yc:ling units; and areas contaminated hy routine, systematic:, and 



' . -

( 

2 

and deliberate discharges from process areas. The 3008(h) authority 
appl ies to any release from an interim status TSD facility. Other 
authorities under RCRA that apply include: 

- 3005(c) - Permit Issuance 
Authorizes EPA, upon determination that a facility is in 
compliance with sections 3004 and 3005 of RCRA, to issue permits 
to TSD facilities that have applied for such permits. 

- 3007 - Inspections 
Permits EPA to enter, inspect, sample, and examine records of 
any generator or TSD far.i 1 i ty for purposes of deve 1 oping any 
regulation or enforcing the provisions of RCRA. 

- 3008(a) - Compliance Orders 
In r.ase of a violation of Subtitle C - Hazardous Waste 
Management, this ser.tion authorizes EPA either to issue an order 
assessing a civil penalty and/or re~Jiring compliance, or to 
commence a civil action for appropriate relief. 

- Ser.tion 3013 - Monitoring, Analysis, and Testing 
Provides authority to order a hazardous waste TSD facility to 
perform monitoring, analysis and testing at the site, if there 
is a potential for a substantial hazard to human health or the 
environment. If the facility cannot perform the work, either 
EPA may perform or EPA may authorize the State to perform the 
monitoring. 

- Section 7003 - Imminent Hazard 
Authorizes EPA to bring suit to stop handling, transportation, 
treatment, storage and disposal of a solid or hazardous waste if 
an 11 imminent or substantial endangerment to health or the 
environment 11 is present. Also, other ar.tion as ner.essary may he 
taken. 

1.2 RCRA Corrective Ar.tion Program 

The RCRA corrective action program based on the HSWA authorities 
r.onsists of three phases: 

(1) The RCRA Facility Assessment (RFA) to identify releases or 
potential releases reqJiring further investigation. 

(2) The RCRA Far.ility Investigation (RFI) to fully characterize 
the extent of releases. 

{3 Corrective Measures (CM) to determine the need for an extent of 
remedial measures. This step inr.ludes the seler.tion and 
implementation of appropriate remedies for all problems 
i dent ifi ed. 

In particular, the intent of the RFA is to identify and gather 
information on releases at RCRA facilities, to evaluate solid waste 
management units for hazardous releases to all media, and to make 
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preliminary determinations regarding releases of concern and the need 
for further actions and interim measures at the facility. The RFA 
consists of potentially three phases: (1} the Preliminary Review (PR), 
(2) the Visual Site Inspection (VSI), and (3} the Sampling Visit (SV), 
if necessary. The PR focuses on evaluating existing data in the form 
of i nspection reports, permit applications, historical monitoring data, 
and information obtained through interviews with State personnel who 
are familiar with the facility. The VSI is the second phase of the RFA 
and consists of a visit to the site to collect visual information to 
assist in determining whether releases have occurred. The optional 
third phase of the RFA is the SV, which may he used to fill data gaps, 
if any remain after completion of the PR and VSI. 

1.3 Contents of this Report 

This report presents the results of the PR and VSI of the Rinchem 
Company, Inc. facility in Albuquerque, New Mexic:o. The principal 
sources of information used in conduc:ting the PR included the 
facility's permit application to New Mexico Environmental Improvement 
Division (NMEID), Health and Environment Department; and correspondence 
from and to NMEID (Ref. 3). These documents were obtained during a 
search of relevant files at the EPA Regional Office in Dallas. 

The VSI was conducted August 28, 1987. The Rinchem representative 
present was William W. Moore, President of the firm. The EPA's repre­
sentatives were Bobby Williams (lead) from Region VI Hazardous Waste 
Compliance Branch and Marcus Sides. NMEID was represented hy Elizabeth 
Gordon. 

Section 2.0 of this report contains a description of the Rinchem 
Company, Inc. facility, including its current operations. Individual 
SWMUs also are identified in Section 2.0 along with a summary description 
of the wastes managed by the facility. Section 3.0 provides an overview 
of the environmental setting at the facility, comprising floodplain and 
surface water, geology and soils information. Section 4.0 contains 
detailed discussions of each SWMU, including the potential for releases 
to soil, groundwater, surface wate~, and air. Section 5.0 covers 
conclusions and recommended actions. Section 6.0 provides a list of 
references. The VSI photograph log and the field log are presented as 
appendices to the report. 
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2.0 FACILITY DESCRIPTION 

This ser.tion of the PR/VSI report r.overs the lor.ation of the 
far.ility, historir.al and r.urrent operations, and brief desr.riptions of 
the SWMUs that were identified and the wastes managed at the far.ility. 

2.1 Lor.ation 

The Rinr.hem Company, Inc:. Albuquerque Chemir.al Distribution Center is 
lor.ated at 6133 Edith Blvd. N.E., Bernalillo County, New Mexir.o. The 
far.ility is a two-ac:re site lor.ated 600 feet west of Edith Blvd. and 
just east of the Santa Fe Railroad mainline (Figures 1 and 2). The 
far.ility is at 35° 26' 39" latitude and 106° 37' 43" longitude. 

2.2 Current Operations 

Rinr.hem is a new fac:ility whir.h hegan operations January 1, 1987. 
Rinc:hem moved their base of operations from 5001 Edith Blvd. N.E. in 
Albuquerque, New Mexir.o. 

The waste stored for a maximum period of 10 day at the fac:il ity is 
generated offsite. The fac:ility is used to temporarily store drums of 
waste from Rinr.hem and other transporters for eventual transfer to 
rer.yc:ling centers, disposal sites, or other waste transfer stations. 

The prime purpose of the property is to serve as Rinr.hem Company's 
Chemic:al Distribution Center. Approximately 80 percent of Rinc:hem's 
sales are prepackaged solvents, resins, fiberglass, and miscellaneous 
industrial c:hemic:als. They are removed from van trailers, warehoused, 
and delivered in their original containers. The halanr.e are received 
in hulk tank wagons. This portion is either drunmed immediately or 
stored in hulk tanks for future drumming. A very small portion of 
Rinr.hem's output is blended and/or packaged in five gallon pails. 

Rinc:hem warehouses other companies' products for hire at its 
Alhu~Jer~Je Chemical Distribution Center. It is anticipated that more 
than half of the building's square footage will he used for public. 
warehousing. Public: warehoused inventory is under Rinr.hem's r.are and 
c:ustody, hut warehousing clients are involved in training and safety. 
They release the product for shipment as needed. 

At this time, Rinr.hem is a transporter of hazardous waste and 
warehouses waste at its fac:ility for a maximum period of 10 days. The 
transfer station receives drums of spent industrial waste from Rinr.hem and 
other transporters. The drums are consolidated for trur.kload shipment 
to waste rec:yr.ling facilities, waste disposal sites, or other waste 
transfer stations, as necessary. The majority of waste handled hy 
Rinr.hem is organic. solvents to he rer.yr.led or incinerated. Other wastes 
whir.h are handled at this time inr.lude solid waste, and a~Jeous solutions 
containing heavy metals, alkaline materials, and oil. Historically, 
about 75 percent of the drums of wastes handled hy Rinr.hem have heen 
for rer.yt.l i ng and i nr.i nerat ion and ahout 25 percent for 1 and di sposa 1. 
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The number of drums of waste generally on the transfer site at any 
one time is usually in the 10 to 30 drum range. However, on oc:r.asion, 
there have been as many as 100 drums at the fac:ility. The potential 
exists to ac:r.umulate 200 drums in a ten day period. 

Under the Part B Applic:ation (Ref. 3), Rinr.hem antic:ipates storing for a 
period exr.eeding 10 days only two types of wastes: organic: solvents to 
he rer.yc:led and organic: solvents and oils to be inr.inerated. Rinc:hem 
does not ac:c:ept radioac:tive materials, or explosives. Materials are 
not ar.c:epted until the final destination and handling of the wastes 
have been determined. 

2.3 ldentific:ation of Solid Waste Management Units 

Seven solid waste management units (SWMUs) have been identified at 
the Rinc:hem fac:ility as a result of the PR and VSI. A list of SWMUs is 
presented in Table 1. All seven SWMUs are proposed for permitting under RCRA. 
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Tahle 1 

Solid Waste Management Units 
at Rinr.hem Company, Inr.. 
A 1 hu quer que, New Me xi r.o 

*RCRA REGULATED 
NAME SWMU 

Storage Area for Inorganic. Chemir.als No 

Controlled-Temperature Storage Area No 
for Inorganic: Chemir.als 

Storage Area for Organic: Chemir.als No 

Controlled-Temperature Storage 
Area for Organic: Chemir.als No 

Trur.k Loading Dor.k No 

Spill Drain System No 

Spill Coller.tion Tanks No 

* Proposed for Permitting under RCRA. 

STATUS 

Ar.tive 

Ar.t i ve 

Ar.tive 

Ar.tive 

Ar.tive 

Ar.tive 

Ar.t i ve 
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3.0 ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 

This sec:tion of the PR/VSI report inc:ludes floodplain and surface 
water characteristics and geology. 

3.1 Floodplain and Surfac:e Water 

The fac:ility is not loc:ated in an area subject to a 100-year flood 
(Figure 3). A 100-year flood area is loc:ated immediately east of the 
site. Surface runoff is generally southwestward and is controlled in 
the area by Alameda Drain to the west, Stotts Lateral to the north, and 
Gallegos Ditch to the south. 

3.2 Geology 

The Rinchem facility is loc:ated in the alluvial valley of the Rio 
Grande. The alluvium is comprised of gravels, sands, and silts. 

No known faults with displacement in Holocene time are present 
within three or four miles of the site. If faulting exists in the 
area, the alluvial deposits have masked the fault line. 
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4.0 SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT UNITS 

Seven solid waste management units have been identified during the 
PR/VSI at the Rin~hem Company, In~. fa~ility. These in~lude four 
c:hemir.al produ~t and hazardous waste storage areas, one truc:k loading 
doc:k, one spill drain system, and the spill c:ollec:tion tanks. 

Detailed des~riptions of ea~h SWMU identified in the PR and VSI 
are presented in this sec:tion. These descriptions inc:lude the SWMU 
description; dates of operations; wastes managed; and release potential 
to soil/groundwater, surfac:e waters, and air. 

4.1 SWMU #1 Storage Area for Inorganic: Chemi~als 

4.1.1 Information Summary 

Unit Description: This a~tive storage unit is spec:ifi~ally designed to 
warehouse inorganic: c:hemic:als and spent inorgani~ wastes. The warehouse 
area for the inorganic: c.hemi~als is loc.ated in the northwest portion of 
the fa~ility's building and is approximately 100 feet x 50 feet in 
size. The wall dividing the building into a southern and northern half 
is a four-hour fire wall. The roll-up door installed in the four-hour 
fire wall is a three-hour fire-resistive door. The other walls in the 
facility are two-hour fire walls. The outside doors in exterior walls 
are 24 gauge steel sectional doors and are manually operated. Floors 
in the inorgani~ warehouse are re~essed four inc:hes below the stemwall, 
expansion joints are c:aulked, and the floor is sealed with epoxy to 
prevent possible contamination of the soil should a spill oc.~ur. The 
floor slopes to the southeast c:orner of the storage area where a c.atc:h 
sump is loc:ated. The drain is ~overed with a c:ast-iron grate. During 
the VSI, it was observed that the floor had a few minor stains. The 
c:atc:h basin was ~lean and unstained. 

Oates of Operation: The storage area has been in operation sinc.e 
. January 1, 1987. 

Waste Managed: The Storage Area for Inorgani~ Chemicals stores pre­
pa~kaged inorganic: c:hemic:als for distribution and spent inorgani~ wastes. 
These c:hemi~als inc:lude resins, fiberglass, and miscellaneous industrial 
~hemic:als. The wastes inc:lude solid waste and aqueous solutions 
~ontaining heavy metals, alkaline materials, and oil. 

4.1.2 Release Potential 

- Soil/Groundwater: The potential for release to soil and 
groundwater from this unit is low due to the design of the 
warehouse and the ~ontrols to prevent spills. 

- Surfa~e Water: The potential for release to surfac:e water from 
th1s unit is low due to the design of the warehouse and the five 
foot build up of the soil base under the building. 

-Air: The potential for release to the air is low he~ause the 
containers are all sealed and are in good condition. 
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- Suhsurfac:e Gas: The potential for suhsurfac:e gas generation is 
low due to the c:onstruc:tion of the unit prevents the wastes from 
reac:hing the soil. 

4.2 SWMU #2 Controlled Temperature Storage Area for Inorganic: Chemic:als 

4.2. 1 Information Summary: 

Unit Description: This ac:tive storage unit is spec:ific:ally designed to 
warehouse inorganic: c:hemic:als for distribution and inorganic: wastes 
that are sensitive to temperature c:hanges. The storage area for the 
heat-sensitive c:hemic:als is loc:ated east of the Storage Area for Inorganic: 
Chemic:als (SWMU 1) and is approximately 25 feet x 50 feet in size. A 
two-hour fire wall separates the two warehouse areas. The southern 
wall of the unit is a four-hour fire wall. The floor in the heat-sensitive 
inorganic: c:hemic:als warehouse is rec:essed four inc:hes helow the stemwall 
and slopes to a c:atc:h hasin. The drain is c:overed with a c:ast-iron 
grate. The expansion joints in the floor are c:aulked and the floor is 
sealed with epoxy to prevent possible contamination of the soil should 
a spill oc:c:ur. The temperature of the room is c:ontrolled within a 
range of ten degrees fahrenheit. During the VSI, the room was ohserved 
to he c:lean with no staining on the floor or walls. · 

Dates of Operation: The storage area has heen in operation sinc:e 
January 1, 1987. 

Wastes Managed: The Controlled Temperature Storage Area for Inorganic. 
Chemic:als stores mostly pre-pac:kaged inorganic. c:hemic:als and spent 
inorganic: wastes that are sensitive to heat c:hanges. These wastes 
inc:lude solid wastes and aqueous solutions c:ontaining heavy metals, 
alkaline materials, and oil. 

4.2.2 Release Potential 

- Soil/ Groundwater: The potential for release to soil and 
groundwater from this unit is low due to the design of the 
warehouse and the c:ontrols to prevent spills. 

- Surfac:e Water: The potential for release to surfac:e water from 
this unit is low due to the design of the warehouse and the five 
foot huild up of the soil hase under the building. 

- Air: The potential for release to the air is low hec:ause the 
c:ontainers are all sealed and are in good c:ondition. 

Suhsurfac:e Gas: The potential for suhsurfac:e gas generation is 
low due to the c:onstruc:tion of the unit prevents the wastes from 
reac:hing the soil. 

4.3 SWMU #3 Storage Area for Organic: Chemic:als 

4.3.1 Information Summary: 

Unit Description: This ac:tive storage unit is spec:ific:ally designed to 
warehouse organic: c:hemic:als for distribution and organic: wastes. The 
storage area for organic: c:hemic:als is located in the southwest portion 



( 

:v;. -

13 

· or the far.ility's huilding and is approximately 100 feet x 50 feet 
in size. The wall dividing the huilding into a northern and southern 
half is a four-hour wall. The roll-up door installed in the four-hour 
fire wa 11 is a three-hour fi reres i st i ve door. The other wa 11 s in the 
far.il ity are two-hour fire wa 11 s. Floors in the organi r. r.hemi r.a 1 s 
storage area are rer.essed four inr.hes helow the stemwall and are sloped 
to the northeast r.orner of the storage area to a drain. The drain is 
r.overed with a r.astiron grate and drains any spills from the warehouse 
into a r.onr.rete sump. During the VSI, the room was ohserved to to he 
r.lean, with no stains on the floor or walls. The steel drums were in 
good r.ondition. 

Dates of Operation: The storage area has heen in operation sinr.e 
January 1, 1987. 

Wastes Managed: The Storage Area for Organic: Chemir.als stores mostly 55-
gallon harrels of organic: r.hemir.als and spent organic: wastes. These 
r.hemir.als inr.lude spent halogenated and non-halogenated solvents and 
other r.omhustihle organir.s. The wastes managed hy this unit inr.lude 
organic: solvents and oils. 

4.3.2 Release Potential 

- Soil/Groundwater: The potential for release to soil and 
groundwater from this unit is low due to the design of the 
warehouse and the r.ontrols to prevent spills. 

- Surfar.e Water: The potential for release to surfar.e water from 
this unit is low due to the design of the warehouse and the five 
foot huild up of the soil hase under the huilding. 

- Air: The potential for release to the air is low her.ause the 
r.ontainers are all sealed and are in good r.ondition. 

Suhsurfar.e Gas: The potential for suhsurfar.e gas generation is 
low due to the r.onstrur.tion of the unit prevents the wastes from 
rear.hing the soil. 

4.4 SWMU #4 Controlled Temperature Storage Area for Organic: Chemir.als 

4.4. 1 Information Summary: 

Unit Description: This ar.tive storage unit is sper.ifir.ally designed to 
store organic: r.hemir.als for distrihution and organic: wastes that are 
sensitive to temperature r.hanges. The unit is located east of the 
Storage Area for Organic: Chemir.als (SWMU 3) and is approximately 25 
feet x 50 feet in size. A two-hour fire wall separates the two warehouse 
areas. The northern wall of the unit is a four-hour fire wall. The 
floor of the heat-sensitive organic: r.hemir.al storage area is rer.essed 
four inr.hes helow the stemwall and is sloped to the drain whir.h will 
r.arry any spi 11 s from the warehouse to a r.onr.rete sump. A r.ast-i ron 
grate r.overs the drain. The temperature of the room is kept r.onstant 
within a range of ten degrees fahrenheit. During the VSI, the room was 
ohserved to he r.lean with no stains on the floor or walls. 
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Dates of Operations: The storage area has heen in operation sinr.e 
January 1 , 1987. 

Wastes Managed: The Controlled Temperature Storage Area for Organic. 
Chemir.als stores mostly 55-gallon harrels of organic. r.hemir.als and spent organic. 
wastes that are sensitive to heat r.hanges. The wastes managed hy the 
unit inr.lude organic. solvents and oils. 

4.4.2 Release Potential 

- Soil/Groundwater: The potential for release to soil and 
groundwater from this unit is low due to the design of the 
warehouse and the r.ontrols to prevent spills. 

- Surfar.e Water: The potential for release to surfar.e water from 
this unit is low due to the design of the warehouse and the five 
foot huild up of the soil base under the building. 

- Air: The potential for release to the air is low ber.ause the 
containers are all sealed and are in good condition. 

Subsurface Gas: The potential for subsurface gas generation is 
low due to the r.onstrur.tion of the unit prevents the wastes from 
rear.hing the soil. 

4.5 SWMU #5 Trur.k Loading Dor.k 

4. 5.1 Information Summary: 

Unit Desr.ription: The Trur.k Loading Dor.k is lor.ated in the southeast 
r.orner of the far.ility•s warehouse and is east of the Storage Area for 
Organic. Chemicals (SHMU 3) and south of the Controlled Temperature 
Storage Area for Organic. Chemicals (SWMU 4). The dor.k is r.onstrur.ted 
of r.onr.rete with a metal roof r.overing it and is approximately 25 feet x 
50 feet in size. The floor slopes to the rear to r.oller.t any spills on 
the dor.k up to 100 gallons. The pad that the trur.ks park on is r.onstrur.ted 
of concrete and it slopes toward the dor.k to contain any spills. During the 
VSI, a sealed tank containing lar.qJer thinner was observed on the west 
side of the trur.k pad. The tank was setting on r.onr.rete blor.ks, and 
the hlor.ks appeared to have been nearly knor.ked from under the tank. 
The truck pad was ohserved to contain several inches of rainwater from 
a recent storm. 

Dates of Operations: The Trur.k Loading Dock has heen in operation 
s i nee January 1 , 1987. 

Wastes Managed: The Trur.k Loading Dor.k manages the loading and 
unloading of all r.hemir.als and wastes at the far.ility. Prepar.kaged 
inorganic. r.hemir.als inr.lude resins, fiberglass, and misr.ellaneous 
industrial c:hemir.als. Organic: r.hemic:als in 55-gallon barrels inr.lude 
halogenated and non-halogenated solvents and other combustible 
organics. Wastes inc:lude organic: solvents and oils, solid wastes and 
aqueous solutions containing heavy metals and alkaline materials. 



r ·, \( .. 

., 

4.5.2 Release Potential 

-.! c. 
.:·:· . ;.. ... 

15 

- Soil/Groundwater: The potential for release to soil and groundwater 
is low due to the design of the loading dock. The lacqJer thinner 
tank should he moved from the loading dock area to prevent a 
truck from knocking it from it's concrete blocks. The tank 
should he placed on a permanent foundation with spill controls built 
around it. 

- Surface Water: The potential for release to surface water from 
th1s unit is low due to the design of the truck loading dock. 

-Air: The potential for release to the air is low because the 
containers that the chemicals are shipped in are all sealed and 
in good condition. 

- Subsurface Gas: The potential for subsurface gas generation is 
low due to the construction of the unit prevents the wastes from 
reaching the soil. 

4.6 SWMU #6 Spill Drain System 

4.6.1 Information Summary: 

Unit Description: Floors on the southern half of the building are 
sloped to a drain lor.ated in the northeast corner of the Storage Area 
for Organic Chemicals (SWMU 3). The drain consists of r.oncrete 
construction, a cast-iron grate covering, and a six-inch r.ast-iron pipe 
that will carry any spills to the Spill Collection Tank (SWMU 7). At 
the time of the VSI, the Spill Drain System was r.lean, unstained, and 

~ appeared to he well maintained. 

Dates of Operation: The Spill Drain System has been in operation since 
January 1, 1987. 

Wastes Managed: The Spill Drain System manages any spills whir.h may 
ocr.ur in the Storage Area for Organic Chemicals (SWMU 4) and the Controlled 
Temperature Storage Area for Organic. Chemicals (SWMU 5). Any spills 
which may occur on the Truck Loading Dock (SWMU 6) that is over 100 
gallons is designed to flow to the unit. The organic chemicals managed 
hy the unit include halogenated and non-halogenated solvents and other 
combustible organics. Wastes managed hy the unit include spent organic. 
solvents and oils. 

4.6.2 Release Potential 

- Soil/Groundwater: The potential for release to soil and 
groundwater from this unit is low due to the design of the 
warehouse and the r.ontrol s to prevent spi 11 s. 

- Surface Water: The potential for release to surfar.e water from 
this unit is low due to the design of the warehouse and the five 
foot build up of the soil base under the building. 

- Air: The potential for release to the air is low because the 
containers are all sealed and are in good condition. 
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Suhsurfar.e Gas: The potential for suhsurfar.e gas generation is 
low due to the r.onstrur.tion of the unit prevents the wastes from 
rear.hing the soil. 

4.7 SWMU #7 Spill Coller.tion Tanks 

4.7.1. Information Summary: 

Unit Desr.ription: Any spills that or.r.ur in the southern half of the 
warehouse are drained to the Spill Coller.tion Tanks lor.ated 36 feet 
west of the building. The in-ground tanks are r.onstrur.ted of r.onr.rete 
and r.onsist of a 500 gallon tank lor.ated inside of a 3,790 gallon tank. 
A six inr.h r.ast-iron drain pipe will r.arry any spill from the Spill 
Drain System (SWMU 6) to the 500 gallon tank. If the spill is greater 
than 500 gallons, it will overflow into the 3,790 gallon tank. During 
the VSI, it was observed that the smaller tank was nearly filled with 
rainwater. No oily or r.hemir.al materials were seen on the water. The 
larger tank r.ontained about one inr.h of rainwater. 

Dates of Operation: The unit has been in operation sinr.e January 1, 1987. 

Wastes Managed: The Spill Coller.tion Tanks manage any spills whir.h may 
or.r.ur in the Storage Area for Organic: Chemir.als (SWMU 4) and the 
Controlled Temperature Storage Area for Organic: Chemir.als (SWMU 5). 
Any spills over 100 gallons that may or.r.ur on the Trur.k Loading Dor.k 
(SWMU 6) is designed to flow to the unit. The organic: r.hemir.als managed 
by the unit inr.lude halogenated and non-halogenated solvents and other 
r.omhustible organir.s. Waste managed hy the unit inr.lude spent organic: 
solvents and oils. 

4.7.2 Release Potential 

- Soil/Groundwater: The potential for release to soil and 
groundwater from this unit is low due to the design of the 
warehouse and the r.ontrols to prevent spills. 

- Surfar.e Water: The potential for release to surfar.e water from 
this unit is low due to the design of the warehouse and the five 
foot build up of the soi 1 hase under the building. 

- Air: The potential for release to the air is low ber.ause the 
r.ontainers are all sealed and are in good r.ondition. 

Subsu rfar.e Gas: The potential for subsurfar.e gas generation is 
low due to the r.onstrur.tion of the unit prevents the wastes from 
rear.hing the soil. 
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5.0 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

SWMU #1 - Storage Area for Inorganic: Chemir.als 

Suggested Ar.tion: No further ar.tion. 

Reasons: The unit is designed for r.hemir.al produr.t and waste 
storage. The floors are rer.essed four inr.hes below the stemwall to 
contain any spills. Expansion joints are caulked and the floor is 
sealed with epoxy. The floor is sloped to a r.atr.h basin. During the 
VSI in August 1987, the floors were r.lean with very minor staining and 
the r.atr.h basin had no staining. 

SWMU #2 Controlled Temperature Storage Area for Inorganic: Chemir.als 
Suggested Action: No further ar.tion. 

Reasons: The unit is designed for r.hemir.al produr.t and waste 
storage. The floors are rer.essed four inr.hes below the stemwall to 
r.ontain any spills. Expansion joints are r.aulked and the floor is 
sealed with epoxy. The floor is sloped to a r.atr.h basin. During the 
August 1987 VSI, the floors and catr.h basin were r.lean with no staining. 
The room is temperature r.ontrolled to a range of ten degrees fahrenheit. 

SWMU #3 Storage Area for O~ganir. Chemicals 

Suggested Action: No further ar.tion. 

Reasons: The unit is designed for organic: r.hemical product and waste 
<;\~ storage. The floors are rer.essed four i nr.hes he 1 ow the stemwa 11 to 

r.ontain any spills. Expansion joints are r.aulked and the floor is 

=\r:· -

sealed with epoxy. The floor is sloped to the Spill Drain System (SWMU 6). 
During the August 1987 VSI, the floor was r.lean with no staining and 
the 55-gallon barrels wer~ in good r.ondition. 

SWMU #4 Controlled Temperature Storage Area for Organic: Chemicals 

Suggested Attion: No further ar.tion. 

Reasons: The unit is designed for organic r.hemical product and 
waste storage. The floors are recessed four inches below the stemwall 
to contain any spills. Expansion joints are r.aulked and the floor is 
sealed with epoxy. The floor is sloped to the Spill Drain (SWMU 6). 
During the August 1987 VSI, the floor was clean with no staining. 

SWMU #5 Truc:k loading Doc:k 

Suggested Ac:tion: The sealed tank r.ontaining lacqJer thinner located 
on the truck pad should he moved and set on a permanent foundation with 
spill controls. The truck pad needs better control of rainwater runoff. 

Reasons: The tank is in a location where is can he hit by a trur.k and 
toppled onto its side possibly spilling its contents. During the 
August 1987 VSI, the concrete blocks it sets on appeared to ~ave been 
nearly knocked from under the tank. The truck pad contained several 
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inches of rainwater. If a spill occurred while the pad was filled with 
water, the spill may he released to the soil. 

SWMU #6 Spill Drain System 

Suggested Action: No further action. 

Reasons: The drain system was clean, unstained, and appeared to he 
well maintained. 

SWMU #7 Spill Collection Tanks 

Suggested Action: Regrade the ground around the tanks to ascertain 
that rainwater will not flow into the unit. The drain pipe from the 
warehouse should he rerouted away from the tanks. No staining was 
ohserved on the tank or floating on the water. 

Reasons: During the August 1987 VSI, the 500-gallon tank was nearly 
filled with rainwater and the larger tank had ahout an inch of water in 
it. Surface water from a recent rainstorm appeared to have flowed into 
the tanks. It may have come from the drain pipe from the warehouse. 
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