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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
tiEAOQU.Ain'DtS •eTH I'IGtfT'Illt w.ol. (Ac:c:l 

HOLLOMAN A. POitCE BASE, NE¥1' MI!:XICO 

MBHORARDUM FOR Rev Mexico Environment Department (RMBD) 
Grouadvater Protection & leme41at1ou lureau 
Attn: Mr David Morgan 
1190 S~ Francia Drive 

2 S MAR 1994 

\ ' . ' 
P.O. Box 26110 
Santa Fe, RK 87502 

FROM: 49 CBS/CBVR 
550 Taboaa Ave 
Bolloaan AFB, 1M 88330-8458 

SUBJICT: Disposal Alternatives - Unknown Cheaical Material& 

., 

1. Holloman AFB recently accoaplished a Remedial Action at Site OT-04, the Acid 
Trailer Burial Site. This is to adviae you of recent actlona taken at the site 
and to request your concurrence of the proposed disposal method for containers 
of unknown chemical& diacovered at the site. 

2. From 8-17 March 1994, Human Factors Applications, Inc., under contract with 
the US Army Corpa of Bn&ineera, Oaaha District, removed the acid trailer, 7,300 
pounds of metal &crap (rocket motors, pressure cyl1D4era, and m1acellaneoua 
surface debris) from Site 0~-04. One trench, Vhich fo~erly contained bottles 
of picric acid and other chemicals that vere removed in 1991, vas excavated 
further to determine if any other danaerous substances were present; notte were 
found. 

3. However, in the process of back-f1111n& the trenches, five bottles of 
unknown eheaieal substances were uneovered: one quart bottle containing eeveral 
ounces of liquid, two 16-ounee bottles eontainina solid substances, one 2-ounee 
bottle of an unkno¥n substance, aDd one small vial containina a crystalline 
substance. 

4. After being thoroU&hlY axamined with a aeiaer counter, and no radiation 
above baek&round levels was detected, the containers were placed in a desi&nated 
area at Site OT-04 and carefully examined by representatives from the base 
Explosive Ordnance Disposal Fli&ht (IOD) and Bioenvironmental lnaineerina 
Fltaht. A six-foot tall steal meah fence, with barbed wire atranda attached to 
the top, was erected to completely enclose the site. All trenches on the site 
were back-filled with clean aoil. 
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5. Since aome of the aateriala appear to have crystallized tn the containers, 
and beeauae picric acid was found in thia location in 1991, !OD reeommenda these 
materials be treated oft aite with Plaetic lzploaive (C-4). BOD states that 
movlna the materials from the site ~ould be very risky. Because Site Ot-04 is 
iaolated from the main baae area an4 the aeceaa roads are very rough, the 
materials cannot be aafely transported in a vehicle. FUrther, hand carrylna the 
materials would pose an unacceptable riak to IOD personnel. For the purpose o! 
safety, we request your concurrence to the~ally treat these material• on aite. 

6. Direct ~ questions or comments on this matter to Mr Warren Reff or "r 
Randy Louvier at 475-3931. 

~«~).~~~ 
BOWARD K. MObi~~-"P'tf""r_. 
Deputy laae Civil Bnaineer 


