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Attn: Mr. James Bearzi s P T
Hazardous Waste Bureau = A
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East ! RECEIVED >
- ’ o
Santa Fe, NM 87505-6303 ‘,{: 0CT 2007 =
FROM: 49 CES/CD W, MiED Hazarols Py
550 Tabosa Ave N B
Holloman AFB NM 88330-8458 N

Subject: Work Plan Submittal Accelerated Closure Measures at Site SS-13 Holloman AFB,
EPA ID# NM6572124422

1. The subject work plan is hereby submitted to NMED for review and approval.

2. I certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments were prepared under my
direction or supervision according to a system designed to assure that qualified personnel pro-
perly gather and evaluate the information submitted. Based on my inquiry of the person or
persons who manage the system, or those persons directly responsible for gathering the informa-
tion, the information submitted is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, true, accurate, and
complete. I am aware that there are significant penalties for submitting false information,
including the possibility of fine and imprisonment for knowing violations.

3. If you have any questions, please contact Ms. Deborah Hartell at 505-572-5395.

Y N

BUDAK
Deputy Base Civil Engineer
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1. INTRODUCTION

This Work Plan establishes the technical approach, procedures, and requirements for conducting the
Accelerated Closure Measures at the Sodium Arsenite Spill Site (SS-13) located on Holloman Air Force
Base (HAFB). The purpose of these activities is to characterize soil and groundwater and remove
contaminated soil at SS-13 prior to site closure. North Wind, Inc. (North Wind) prepared this Work Plan
under Contract No. W9128F-04-D-0017 for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Omaha
District. This document satisfies the corrective action requirements of the Hazardous and Solid Waste
Amendments (HSWA) portion of the Holloman Air Force Base (AFB) Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act (RCRA) permit.

1.1 General Site Description

Holloman AFB is located in Southern New Mexico, approximately 50 miles northeast of Las Cruces,
NM. HAFB was originally established in 1942 as Alamogordo Air Field just six miles west of
Alamogordo, New Mexico (see Figure 1-1). Initial construction began at the airfield February 6, 1942,
The base was re-named in 1948 after Col. George Holloman who was a pioneer in early rocket and pilot-
less aircraft research. The site has a rich history of aeronautical accomplishments ranging from military
planes to jets to missile defense research. The site lays at an elevation of approximately 6,300 feet above
mean sea level (amsl). The terrain is relatively flat with a slight slope to the east. Groundwater occurs at
approximately 10 to 15 ft below ground surface (bgs). The hydraulic gradient at the site is relatively flat
and varies but generally flow to the south.

1.2 Site History

SS-13 is located in the Civil and Engineering Complex next to the Defense Reutilization Management
Office (DRMO) storage facility. The approximate location of SS-13 is shown on Figure 1-2. The site was
a two foot deep depression used to store sodium arsenite, a weed killer used to sterilize runway areas.
Approximately 83, 30-gallon containers of sodium arsenite were stored at this location in 1979, In August
of 1979, one of the cans was found empty and had a hole in the bottom. It is assumed that approximately
30 gallons of sodium arsenite was release at the site. All containers of sodium arsenite not needed at
HAFB were removed from this site. The depression was backfilled and capped with asphalt in the early
1990s. The site is currently used as a storage area.

1.3 Previous Investigations

A 1983 Phase I Records Search reported that the release had occurred and that site cleanup operations
could not be confirmed (CH2M HILL, 1983). In 1987 two soil borings and one monitoring well were
installed and sampled during the Phase II Installation Restoration Program (IRP) investigation (Dames
and Moore, 1987). The Phase II IRP results identified arsenic in groundwater at 0.01 milligram per liter
(mg/L) and a maximum of 0.04 mg/L arsenic in five soil samples. The samples were analyzed for arsenic
only. Volatile organic compounds (VOCs), semi-volatile organic compounds (SVOCs), herbicides, or
other metals were not analyzed. Based on the low levels of arsenic found at the site, the Phase II IRP
recommended no further action.

A 1993 decision document concluded that the SS-13 site does not present significant threat to the
environment; therefore, the No Action alternative recommendation was approved and the decision
document for closure was signed by New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) in April 1993
(EA 1993). In 1999, a petition to close the SS-13 site was rejected by the NMED due to lack of
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