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August23,1994

Col. Thomas Norris

377 ABW/EM

Suite 5659

2000 Wyoming Blvd. SE

Kirtland Air Force Base, NM 87117-5659

DearCol. Norris:

We are writing to you to state our position regarding the Bernalillo County/Kirtland
Environmental Working Group. Recently there have been various proposals regarding the
status and future direction of the Group. SouthWest Organizing Projectisoneof the
founding members of the EWG and at this point we feelitis importantto clarify our posi-
tion.

Atthis point we see three possibilities for the future of the EWG:

1) Nullify the Charter of the EWG and develop anew public participation process
forenvironmental restoration according to the Departmentof Defense’snew
approach: Restoration Advisory Boards (RAB);

2) Mergethe EWG with the newly developing Site Specific Advisory Board
(SSAB) whichisbeing created by the Department of Energy, the Environmental
Protection Agency, the New Mexico Environment Department, Sandia National
Laboratories, and variouscitizens and organizations;

3) Continue the EWG processinits current form.

Itis ourunderstanding thataccording to the EWG Charter, abolishing the EWG
would require aconsensus decision of all of the signature parties, and that the EWGis
required under the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act permit of the EPA.

We will notagree to abolishing the EWG to reform under the DOD Restoration
Advisory Board process. One of the strengths of the EWG has been the opportunity to
discussissues beyond the narrow field of environmental restoration, We feel that the scope
of the RAB ismuchtoolimited. '

Aftertwoandahalf years of participating in this process, we maintain that there
should be aconsolidated public participation process between Kirtland AirForce Base and
Albuquerque Departmentof Energy facilities.
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The EWG process has been extremely beneficial and worthwhile, We feel, however, thatitis

* One of ourmaincriticismsis that Department of Dcfense and Department of Energy con-
cernscannotbe adequately addressed under the EWG process alone. This creates serious
obstaclesand inconveniences for the public to have meaningful participationand a full undes-
standing of all of the environmental issues atlocal DOD/DOE facilities.

* Wealsofeel that financial and other resources should be made avaikable by government
agenciesto members of the public toencourage their full participation inanadvisory/oversight
process. Theresources should cover outreach and compensation for work timelostdue to
meetings. Atthis point, the EWG commits no suchresources to broaden public participation.

Forthesereasons, we feelitisin the bestinterestof government agencies, and the public to
explore the possibility of a mergerbetween the EWG and the SSAB process. Although, atthis point
the SouthWest Organizing Project has notendorsed the SSAB process, we feel thatthe SSAB, if
developedin an open, democratic way, can be an important vehicle for citizen participation. We
encourage DOE and DOD tocooperate and assure that the public hasmeaningful oversightand input
intoenvironmental decision-making at Kirtland and Albuguerque DOE facilities.

Pleasc feel free to callme if you have any questions.

Michael Guerrero
SWOP

cce

EWG members L
Congressman Steven Schiff
Dr. Wallace Ford, New Mexico Conference of Churches




