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The Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) Land Disposal Restrictions (LDR)
prohibit the storage of certain restricted wastes. This includes mixed waste, those hazardous
wastes which also contain a radioactive component. Several Department of Energy (DOE)
facilities, nation-wide are currently storing mixed waste, including Los Alamos National
Laboratory (LANL).

Most of the mixed waste generated at LANL is the result of hundreds of bench-scale
research and development activities. All of the mixed waste generated by LANL is currently
stored on site, because of lack of available on-site, or off-site commercial or DOE treatment
and disposal facilities. The lack of available treatment and disposal capacity has led to
noncompliance with the LDR storage prohibitions.

The purpose of the Federal Facility Compliance Agreement (FFCA) negotiated between
EPA Region 6, and DOE/LANL, is to bring LANL into compliance with the LDR
provisions of RCRA.

The FFCA consists of two parts. The first part is a legal document that describes the
administrative procedures for attaining compliance. This part provides introductory

- material, definitions, statements. of fact, and provides the enforcement jurisdiction for....... ..

covered matters. This part also provides processes for document submittal and review,
dispute resolution, and modification and termination of the FFCA. Stipulated penalties are
set forth for non-compliance.

The second part of the FFCA is a technical appendix which describes how the mixed wastes
are to be characterized, the treatment technologies to be used, and provides timelines for
initiation and/or completion of these activities. The emphasis of this part is on management
of all mixed wastes on site in a manner which will satisfy the requirements of RCRA and
result in the eventual treatment and disposal these wastes. While much of the focus will
be on research and development for treatment of mixed waste, a substantial portion of this
part is dedicated to ensuring that until such time as the wastes can be appropriately treated,
that they will be appropriately stored; i.e., interim storage that is otherwise RCRA
compliant.

Another major feature of the technical appendix is the Waste Minimization Plan. This
section describes efforts currently underway at LANL, and those to be undertaken in the
future as required by the FFCA. The major goal of this effort is to minimize the future
need for storage, treatment, and disposal of mixed waste by avoiding its generation. LANL
will also endeavor to locate and utilize commercial and DOE treatment, storage, and
disposal facilities as they become available and to fully fund all of these efforts.
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The FFCA covers only those issues involving hazardous and mixed wastes identified
specifically in the document. Any other issues involving RCRA non-compliance are to be
addressed by the usual enforcement mechanisms av=ilable to the Region. Furthermore, the
FFCA, does not interfere with the ability of the State of New Mexico to ensure compliance
with all applicable state regulations.

The FFCA will terminate when the State of New Mexico issues an order requiring DOE
to comply with a site specific plan for the treatment of mixed waste at LANL as stipulated
by the Federal Facility Compliance Act of 1992.



