
APR 1 5 1993 

Department of Energy 
Field Office, Albuquerque 
Los Alamos Area Office 

Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544 

CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Mr. Joel Dougherty 
Hazardous Waste Management Division 
U. S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 6 
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200 
Dallas, TX 75202-2733 

Dear Mr. Dougherty: 

This letter notifies you of the start-up of Los Alamos National Laboratory's 
(LANL) Lead Decontamination Trailer operations. The draft Federal Facility 
Compliance Agreement (FFCA), currently under negotiation with you for 
hazardous and radioactive mixed wastes (MW) pursuant to the Resource 
Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA), specifies a due date for this 
milestone of April 8, 1993; the notice letter is proposed to be transmitted 
to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) within five business days of 
the milestone date. Although the FFCA is not in effect, DOE and LANL are 
complying with all milestones and are voluntarily notifying you of this 
action. 

The following is a synopsis of the current status of the lead brick 
decontamination project. Prior to April 8, preparatory activities have 
included the preparation and approval of Standard Operating Procedures; 
completion of medical surveillance for all personnel directly participating 
in the operation; and review of database information regarding the current 
inventory of lead bricks in storage to identify and prioritize containers 
for the decontamination process. All personnel involved with the process 
completed familiarization with the processing equipment during dry runs 
initiated on April 8, using non-contaminated material. 

On January 8, 1993, EPA Region 6 provided its preconstruction approval of 
the Lead Decontamination Trailer operation pursuant to 40 CFR part 261, 
National Emissions Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAPs). 
Thirty-day notification of start-up pursuant to the NESHAPs requirements was 
received by EPA Region 6 on March 8, 1993 (see enclosed correspondence). 
Therefore, operations of the trailer prior to the start-up date necessarily 
were limited to the activities previously discussed. 
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TA-50-114, near the decontamination operation. Maintenance of such a "just­
in-time" inventory approach at the decontamination facility will minimize 
radiation exposure potential to site workers. Once decontaminated, the lead 
bricks will be recycled throughout LANL. 

As mentioned above, DOE and LANL are managing to meet all milestones 
specified in the current draft FFCA. To date, this includes completion of 
the deliverable, ATS 100, Program Management Plan for generic development, 
design, permitting, construction, and operation of LLMW treatment skids, and 
milestone HW 100, the Preliminary Design Summary Report for the Hazardous 
Waste Treatment Facility. 

Supporting documentation will be retained in DOE and LANL files to support 
the FFCA, and will be made available to EPA and the State of New Mexico per 
your direction, after the FFCA becomes effective. If you have any questions 
regarding this activity, please call me at FTS 8-505-665-5026. 

LESH: 7JH-039 

Enclosures 

cc w/enclosures: 
Benito Garcia, Bureau Chief 

Hazardous & Radioactive 
Materials Bureau 
NMED 
525 Camino de los Marquez 
Santa Fe, NM 87502 

Tony Drypolcher, EM-7, LANL, 
MS-E517 

cc w/o enclosures: 
Joe Vozella, ES&H, LAAO 
Torn Gunderson, EM-DO, LANL, 

MS-J591 
Ken Hargis, EM-8, LANL, 

MS-K490 
Paul Schumann, EM-7 , LANL, 

MS-E517 
Marilyn Bange, WHOSO, AL 

Sincerely, 

Environment, Safety, and Health 
Branch 
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Los Alamos Nattonal Laboratory 
Los Alamos. New Mextco 87545 memorandum 

Guy Lussiez, EM-7, NS E518 DATE January 22, 1993 

. ~ 
Jennls Armsr.rong, EM-8, :1s K490 MAILsroPtTELEPHoNe: K490/7-2416 

7, 
~uben Rangel, EM-8 ~ SYMBOL. EM-8:93-176 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (EPA) APPROVAL TO CONSTRUCT 

THE MOBILE DECONTAMINATION TRAILER 

ES&H Questionnaire No. 92-0233 
Project ID No. 13335 

The EPA approval _...., begin consr.ruct.lon of che Nobile 

Deconr.amination Trailer has been aranted per the attached 

approval letter from EPA Region 6. This approval is granr.ed 

pursuant to the National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air 

Pollutants (NESHAP) under 40 CFR 61, Subparts A and H for 

Radionuclide Emissions from Department. of Energy facilities. 

Please be advised that 40 CFR 61.09(a) (1) and (2) require that 

a notification of the anticipated date of initial startup of 

the source (operation) must be sent to the EPA not less than 

30 days nor more than 60 days prior to the startup 

(operation) . Afterwards a nor.ificaticn of the actual date of 

initial startup of the source (operation) must be sent to the 

EPA within lS days after sr.artup of the operation. 

?lease contact my office when the above dates are known so the 

proper notificar.ion letters can be prepared. 

In short, you may beglr. construcr.ion of ehe 

Deconr.amination Trailer, but may not begin operations 

the proper startup nct~fications are filed with the EPA. 

Please contact me if I can be of furr.her assistance. 

P.R:DA/gr 

.:'l.tt. a/s 

Cy: ... Drypolcher, ~1-" '.v/att., I.1S E518 
...J •• i':.ndrews, HS-DO/R..i:~.EM, ·,;;ate., :viS E528 
~- Barnes, HS-3, w/att., MS K47? 

NE P A , EM- 8 , w I at t. . , ~·1S K 4 9 0 

lffiSHJI.P 'f'ile, w/att. 
Circ. File, w;o ace. 
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LOS ALAMOS MIXED WASTE 

FEDERAL FACILITIES COMPLIANCE AGREEMENT 

MILESTONES* 
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AR tOO 

AR 100 

AR 100 

AR-0 

WM200 

HLL 100 

FY97 
OIN 

AR-Q AR-Q AR-Q 

Annual Report - Skid Developmenl Progress (7/30/93 & 
annually) 

Annual Report -Waste Minimization (7/30/93 & annually) 

Annual Report -Oil-SHe LLMW Updates (7/30194 & 
annually) 

Quarterly Reports 

ATS 100 Complete program management plan for generic 
development, design, permitting, construction, and 
operation of LLMW treatment skids ( 1/29193) 

CAl 100 Complete staffing for Controlled Air Incinerator operations 
(2/1194) 

CAI200 Complete RCRA trial burn (2/13195) 

CAl 300 Submit work-off plan for applicable LLMW (7/31/95) 

GAS 100 Complete gas cylinder work-off plan (4/30193) 

HLL 100 Complete characterization plan for historical LLMW 
(7/30/93) 

HLL 200 Complete a formal plan for prlorklzlng LLMW treatment 
(11/30193) 

AR 100 

WM200 

OSS200 

AR-0 AR-0 

AR-Q CAI200 

FY98 

AR-Q 

AR 100 

WM 200 

oss 200 

HW 100 Complete Preliminary Design Summary Report (Title I) lor the 
Hazardous Waste Treatment Facility (12/30/92) 

HW 200 Complete delinrtive design (Title II) (1/30/95) 

HW 300 Submit ACAA mixed waste permit application to the NMED 
(1/30195) 

HW 400 Complete construction schedule for the Hazardous Waste 
Treatment Facility (4130195) 

IFLL 100 Complete preconceptual study to Identity required interim 
LLMW storage facilrties/upgrades (6/30/93) 

IFLL 200 Schedule of upgrades (11/30193) 

LD 100 

LD 200 

Start operation of lead decontamination trailer (4/6193) 

Complete treatment of applicable LLMW (10/6/93) 

OSS 100 Complete report on feasibility of DSSI treatmenl of LANL 
LLMW (5/16193) 

OSS 200 Submit an annual action plan lor off-site shipment of waste 
(7/30194 & annually) 

ST AU 1 00 Complete and submrt TAU preconceptual study (9/30/94) 

WM 200 LOR waste minimization workplan (7130193 & annually) 

AR-Q AR-Q 

FY99 

AA-Q 

AR too 

WM200 

oss 200 

MILESTONES NOT SHOWN ON SCHEDULE 

CNC 100 Certification ol compliance 

HW 500 Start construction of HWTF 

HW 600 Complete LLMW work-off plan for HWTF 

HW 700 Complete construction of HWTF 

HW 600 Start treatment operations 

HW 900 Complete waste work-off 

TAU 100 Complete and submit TAU waste work-off 
plan 

STAU 200 Certification of compliance with 40 CFR 
264 (TAU) 

WM 100 Provide Waste Minimization Plan covering 
mixed and hazardous waste 

• Date shown is DOE's due date to EPA LANL's due date to DOE is 30 days earlier for reports and plans, 5 days earlier (where feasible) for notice letters. 
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DATE 

Due within 90 days of completion of aclivlt18s 

Three month& after effective date of RC RA MW 
permit 

Nine months after start of construction 

Twenty months after start of construction 

One year after completion of construction 

Four years after start of operations 

Within two years of Issuance of WIPP WAC lor 
operational phase 

Date specified In NMED Order 

30 days after effective date of agreement 
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