
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

REGION 6 
1445 ROSS AVENUE, SUITE 1200 

DALLAS, TX 75202-2733 

MEMORANDUM 

SUBJECT: 

FROM: 

Interfaith Hearings on Toxic Poisoning in Communities of 
(Congressional HAZ-184~~ 

Randall E. Brown, ChiQC 
RCRA Enforcement Branch (6H-C) 

TO: William K. Honker, Chief 
RCRA Permits Branch (6H-P) 

Color 

The following comments represent the RCRA Enforcement Branch response to the 
Congressional Inquiry regarding the Interfaith Hearings on Toxic Poisoning in 
Communities of Color, as they relate to Enforcement Actions at Los Alamos National 
Laboratory, pursuant to the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA). 

In June of 1992, Los Alamos National Laboratory and EPA, Region 6 began 
negotiationsfor a Federal Facility Compliance Agre~ment (FFCA), to address storage 
and treatment of mixed wastes - those hazardous wastes with a radioactive component -
pursuant to RCRA. The Final Draft FFCA underwent a period of Public Comment, 
and the Region is currently reviewing these comments. 

The FFCA would require Los Alamos National Laboratory to treat restricted wastes to 
standards where technology exists, and to develop technology for treatment when none 
exists. While wastes are awaiting treatment, the FFCA would impose strict storage 
requirements as required by RCRA. (Technical Area 54, mentioned in the article 
printed in the June 1993 issue of Rio Grande Sierran, is included in this Agreement.) 

The Federal Facility Compliance Act, passed in October of 1992, allows EPA to levy 
penalties against Department of Energy Facilities, like Los Alamos National Laboratory, 
for violations of RCRA other than those involving mixed wastes. This will provide 
additional incentive to Federal Facilities to adhere to proper waste management 
practices, as well as implement waste minimization programs. 

If you have any questions concerning these comments, please contact me or have your 
staff contact Joel Dougherty of my staff at 5-2281. 
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