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CER! |I |ED MAIL

- RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Ms. Janice Archuleta

Hazardous and Radioactive Materials Bureau
New Mexico Environment Department

P.O. Box 26110

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502

Dear Ms. Archuleta:

SUBJECT: TREATABILITY GROUP“SOIL WITH HEAVY METALS” -
CURRENT STATUS AND REQUEST FOR AMENDMENT, LOS
ALAMOS NATIONAL LABORATORY (LANL) SITE
TREATMENT PLAN

The purposes of this letter are as follows:

(1) to update the New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) on the status of the 59
items listed in the LANL Site Treatment Plan (STP) under Section 3.1.2 in the
Compliance Plan Volume (CPV, Rev. 3.0, Exhibit A) and the Background Volume in
the treatability group “soil with heavy metals,” MWIR waste ID LA-W904;

(2) to advise you of a forthcoming request for deletion of 6 bulked PCB-containing LA-
W904 items, to remove them from the STP;

(3) to advise you of a forthcoming request for transfer of 2 LA-W904 items to another
treatability group (LA-W-911, “organic-contaminated combustible solids”);

(4) to advise you of a forthcoming request for deletion of one LA-W904 item (verified as
never received into storage) from the STP; and

(5) to request an extension to the September 30, 1997 compliance date for this treatability
group, in accordance with Section X1, “Other Amendments to the STP,” of the FFCO
(see Enclosure A) .

The details are presented in the following sections of this letter.
1. Current Status of This Treatability Group.

This treatability group, “soil with heavy metals,” MWIR waste ID no. LA-W904,

consisting of 59 waste items, is required to be shipped off-site for treatment by September
30, 1997, per Activity 3.1.2B of the STP. The Department of Energy (DOE) and the
University of California (UC) requested reclassification of 47 of these 59 waste items as
nonhazardous on October 18, 1996, and submitted additional information thereafter. DOE
and UC withdrew the reclassification request on May 26, 1997. -~
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The following table presents the status of the 59 covered waste items in this treatability
group (item groupings correspond to those presented in our October 18, 1996 and March
26, 1997 letters).

Table 1. Current Status of LA-W904 Items

Waste Total
sub- Volume =
stream | Number Per Current Status Next Steps
source Of Waste
(LANL items sub-
Technical Stream
Area #%) (m®)
TA-53 11 0.170325
TA-2 42 8.6498 | These 46 items (44 drums) were |45-day notification will be
shipped to Envirocare on August |transmitted upon receipt of
5, 1997. signed manifests.
TA-50| 3items | 0.09085
(were
bulked
into 1)
TA-35 4 0.4754 | These 4 items were pre- Compliance date extension
approved for shipment to requested (See Part 5 of
Envirocare, but are being held at |letter).
LANL pending resolution of SNM
issues at Envirocare.
Subtotal 50 Items Shippable for off-site treatment
as LA-W904
TA-64| 6items | 0.62456|PCB > 52 ppm present Deletion will be requested
(were (See Part 2 of letter).
bulked
into 2)
TA-2 2 0.4164 | Item verified as incorrectly Transfer will be requested to
assigned to LA-W904 move item to appropriate
treatability group (LA-W911,
Organic-contaminated
combustible solids) (See Part
3 of letter).
TA-35 1 0.1047| Item verified as never received |Deletion will be requested
into storage (See Part 4 of letter).
Subtotal $ltems To Be Removed From LA-W904
Total 59 10.532
items

o This treatability group consists of a number of waste sub-streams originating from different LANL Technical
Areas, as described in our October 18, 1996 letter.
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Please note that since withdrawing the reclassification request, DOE and UC have
proceeded with shipment of 46 of the 59 LA-W904 items to Envirocare in Utah as mixed
low-level waste (MLL W) (bulked into 44 drums for shipment). 50 of the 59 LA-W904
items (in 48 drums) originally were scheduled to be shipped for treatment in accordance
with CPV Section 3.1.2. Just prior to the August 5, 1997 shipment, however, four (4) of
the 50 items, belonging to the TA-35 waste sub-stream listed in Table 1, were identified
as containing special nuclear materials (SNM) at levels exceeding the 1 gram temporary
limit recently imposed on Envirocare in a Confirmatory Order issued by the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC). Therefore, these four drums were withheld from the
August 5, 1997 shipment (see Enclosure A for additional discussion of this issue).

DOE and UC had already received Envirocare’s preapproval to ship these 4 shippable
LA-W904 items when the revised SNM limits were imposed, and are hopeful that they
may still be shipped prior to their September 30, 1997 compliance date. However, in Part
5 of this letter, DOE and UC are requesting an amendment to extend this compliance
date, to address the possibility (however unlikely) that the NRC Confirmatory Order
issues are not resolved prior to our September 30, 1997 compliance date.

DOE and UC believe that once these 4 items can be shipped, Activity 3.1.2B will have
been completed for all applicable waste in the treatability group “soil with heavy metals,”
and that the remaining 9 items should more appropriately be addressed in other ways.
During the recharacterization effort associated with the original October 18, 1996
reclassification request for some of the 59 waste items, 8 items (from TA-64 and TA-2)
were found to be incorrectly assigned to this treatability group, and one item (from TA-
35) was verified not to exist, as indicated in Table 1. The following parts of this letter
address these remaining 9 items listed in Table 1 above.

2. Deletion of 6 Bulked PCB-containing LA-W904 Items.

As stated above, during the recharacterization effort associated with the original October
18, 1996 reclassification request for 47 of these 59 waste items, 8 items (6 from TA-64
and 2 from TA-2) were found to be incorrectly assigned to this treatability group. This
recent analytical data indicated that the 6 items (0.62456 m’) from TA-64 (which were
bulked into a single container at the time of resampling) did not contain regulated levels
of hazardous wastes, but did contain radionuclides, as well as polychlorinated biphenyls
(PCBs) at levels of approximately 52 ppm. These sampling results were presented in our
October 18, 1996 letter.

These 6 items continue to be regulated as radioactive PCB items subject to the August 8,
1996 EPA/ DOE/ U.S. Navy Federal Facility Compliance Agreement (FFCAgreement)
on storage of PCBs. Under the radioactive PCB FFCAgreement, these items are required
to be treated at Oak Ridge National Laboratory (ORNL). Based on this situation, and the
recent sampling results, DOE and UC are requesting that these 6 items of radioactive
nonhazardous waste be deleted, in accordance with Section X1, “Deletion of Waste,” of

LANL DRAFT 3 08/14/97
Rev. 1



the FFCO, as amended May 20, 1997. Details of this deletion request will be presented in
a separate transmittal.
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3. Transfer to Another Treatability Group.

As stated above, during the recharacterization effort associated with the original October
18, 1996 reclassification request for some of these 59 waste items, 8 items (6 from TA-64
and 2 from TA-2) were found to be incorrectly assigned to this treatability group. Based
on this recent analytical data, DOE and UC are requesting that the 2 items (0.4164 m®)
from TA-2 be moved to another treatability group (MWIR waste ID no. LA-W911,
“organic-contaminated combustible solids”).

The transfer of these wastes from LA-W904 to LA-W911 is proposed to be addressed in
accordance with the FFCO requirements in Section XI, “Deletion of Waste, " as amended
May 20, 1997; Section VIII, “Addition of New Covered Waste;” and Section X.B,
“Revisions, ” as amended May 20, 1997. Details of this transfer request will be presented
in a separate transmittal.

4. Deletion of Item Never Received Into Storage.

As we stated in previous correspondence regarding this treatability group, when LANL re-
reviewed the data supporting our reclassification request, it was determined that one of the
containers (from TA-35) was apparently never received into storage at LANL. This
information has now been fully validated, and therefore we are hereby requesting that this
drum (0.1047 m’) be deleted, in accordance with Section XI, “Deletion of Waste,” of the
FFCO, as amended May 20, 1997. Details of this deletion request will be presented in a
separate transmittal.

5. Request for Amendment.

As stated in Part 1 above, DOE and UC are hopeful that the remaining 4 shippable LA-
W904 items may still be shipped prior to their September 30, 1997 compliance date.
However, DOE and UC are hereby requesting an amendment to extend this compliance
date, for two reasons: first, to address the possibility (however unlikely) that the NRC
Confirmatory Order issues are not resolved prior to the September 30, 1997 compliance
date for these 4 LA-W904 items; and second, to allow NMED time to process the transfer
and deletion requests mentioned earlier in this letter, in the event the approval process
extends beyond the September 30, 1997 compliance date for these other 9 LA-W904
items.

Details of this amendment, which requests a 90-day extension to the September 30, 1997
compliance date for this treatability group (to December 29, 1997), are provided in
Enclosure A, and proposed amendment language is given in Enclosure B. This request is
being made in accordance with Section X1, “Other Amendments to the STP,” of the FFCO .
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Summary.

The transfer and deletion requests discussed in Parts 2, 3, and 4 of this letter will be
transmitted forthwith, in separate transmittals to simplify tracking and processing. We ask
that NMED approve the compliance date extension (Enclosures A and B) discussed in
Part 5 of this letter prior to the September 30, 1997 treatment date for this treatability
group, so as not to jeopardize our compliance with Activity 3.1.2B.

A Certification Statement prepared in accordance with the requirements of Section XX,
“Documents, Information, and Reporting Requirements,” of the FFCO is enclosed
herewith (Enclosure C).

We are available to discuss this information with you at any time. If you have any
questions, please call me at (505) 665-5042 or Mr. Ken Hargis at (505) 667-2347. Thank
you for your consideration of these requests.

Sincerely,

H.L. “Jody” Plum
Office of Environment and
Projects

JP:pbs

Enclosures: a/s

Cy (w/encl.):

Mr. Benito Garcia

Hazardous & Radioactive Materials Bureau
New Mexico Environment Department

P. 0. Box 26110

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502-26110
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