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Metals'· to Suitable Treatability Groups 

Dear Mr. Plum and Mr. Hargis: 

The New Mexico State Environment Department (NMED) Hazardous and Radioactive Materials 
Bureau (HRMB) concurs with the transfer of items from Section 3.1.2 Off-site Treatment by 
Stabilization or Macroencapsulation, Treatability Group (TG) "Soil With Heavy Metals", MWIR 
Waste ID LA-W904 to suitable treatability groups. Two of the 59 items in the TG were 
transferred to Section 3.1.4 Thermal Desorption, TG "Organic-Contaminated Combustible 
Solids" (MWIR Waste ID LA-W911); six of the items were transferred to Section 3.2.1 
Hydrothermal Processing, TG "PCB Wastes with RCRA Components" (MWIR Waste ID LA
W910). A description ofthe transfer was documented in the two letters dated September 10, 
1997 from H. L. Plum (Department ofEnergy, DOE) to Janice Archuleta (NMEDIHRMB). 
These items were transferred in accordance to the Federal Facilities Compliance Order (FFCO) 
between NMED and DOE and University of California at Los Alamos National Laboratories 
(UC), Oct. 4, 1997 as amended and revised. 

The DOE had used the deletion of waste and addition of waste process to transfer the waste items 
mentioned above. Administratively, NMED must approve of any deletion of waste per the FFCO 
and be informed of the addition of waste except in the case of new covered waste where a 
revision is necessary. The NMEDIHRMB approves of the deletion and acknowledges the 
addition of the waste. However, HRMB does not view that this deletion/addition process is 
necessary in a case such as this where items covered by the FFCO currently in the inventory are 
transferred among treatability groups intending to remain in the inventory and no revision is 
required. The HRMB takes the position that a simple transferral can be made between the 
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treatability groups with a letter from DOE to NMED stating the information, e.g., waste codes 

and treatability groups, the ,number of items, volumes, and why the items were transferred. 

Specifically, the deletion process shall be used to fulfil the requirements of Section IX; when 

items exit the FFCO inventory or are no longer considered covered waste. If there are questions 

concerning this process, it can be discussed at the next meeting or by telephone. 

Thank you for including the relevant updates to FFCO Compliance Plan Volume, the treatability 

groups affected by the transfers are clearly documented. 

lfthere are any questions concerning this or other FFCO matters, please call me at (505) 827-

1558. 

Sincerely, 

; /)tc;U.C/~ *c /{u {{~ 
(Janice Archuleta, FFCO Project Manager 

cc: Benito Garcia, Chief, Hazardous and Radioactive Materials Bureau 
Walter Medina, Environmental Specialist 
Susan McMichael, OGC 




