
Department of Energy 
Albuquerque Operations Office 

Los Alamos Area Office 
Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544 

DEC a 1 1~!11 
CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Ms. Janice Archuleta 
Hazardous and Radioactive Materials Bureau 
New Mexico Environment Department 
2044 Galisteo Street, Bldg. A 
P. 0. Box 26110 
Santa Fe, NM 87505 

Dear Ms. Archuleta: 

Subject: Notice Regarding Permit Application Resubmittal, Activity 3.1.5A in the Site 
Treatment Plan (STP) 

The purpose of this letter is to notify the New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) 
of the status of required activities set forth in the Federal Facility Compliance Order 
(FFCO), October 4, 1995. The STP Compliance Plan Volume (CPV) Activity 3.1.5A 
(as revised June 1996) requires that the Department ofEnergy (DOE) and the University 
of California (UC) "(S)ubmit permit application, amendment, or modification to NMED" 
for the Macroencapsulation Skid by January 4, 1998. This notification is prepared to 
comply with the requirements of Section XX of the October 4, 1995 FFCO issued to 
Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL). 

Development (including preparation of a unit-specific RCRA permit application) of 
on-site macroencapsulation capacity was not funded in FY 1997 or FY 1998, and the skid 
has not been constructed, in part because DOE's evaluation identified that cost-effective 
commercial and DOE off-site treatment capacity for applicable waste streams existed and 
would be increasing in the near future. 

As discussed in LANL's March 31, 1997 Annual STP Update for Fiscal Year 1996, DOE 
resources have been shifted away from treatment skid development to the preparation of 
wastes for shipment to commercial and noncommercial treatment and disposal facilities, 
including the wastes in STP treatability groups LA-W912, LA-W921, and LA-W922. 
Consequently, DOE and UC requested Revision 1.0 to the CPV (approved byNMED in 
June 1996) to designate off-site treatment as the parallel preferred option for most covered 
LLMWs in the CPV, including the wastes in STP treatability groups LA-W912, 
LA-W921, and LA-W922. 

It is our understanding that since, at this time, DOE and UC intend to pursue the parallel 
option, approved for these STP covered wastes, of completing their shipment to 
commercial and/or noncommercial treatment and disposal facilities on or before their 
applicable compliance date of08/25/00 (CPV Activity 3.1.5E), the specific requirement of 
Activity 3.1.5A for permit application submittal would not be considered applicable. 
Meanwhile, as specified in the Annual Update requirements in Section VII.B.2 of the FFCO, 
DOE and UC are continuing to evaluate both the potential future need for treatment skids 
on-site, and the availability of off-site treatment capacity for these treatability groups. The 
results ofthis evaluation will be reported to NMED in LANL's March 1998 Annual STP 
Update for Fiscal Year 1997. DOE and UC will propose correspondins; revisions to CPV 
Activities related to the development of on-site treatment skids at that time. 
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A certification statement is enclosed. If you have any questions, please call me at 
(505) 665-5042, or Ken Hargis at (505) 667-2347. Thank you for the opportunity to 
provide this information. 

LAAMEP:3JP-077 

Enclosure 

cc w/enclosure: 
Mr. Benito Garcia, Bureau Chief 

Sincerely, 

h~w.td~: If!!!! ofk~£~Env~f::nt 

Hazardous and Radioactive Materials Bureau 
New Mexico Environment Department 
2044 Galisteo Street, Bldg. A 
P. 0. Box 26110 
Santa Fe, NM 87505 

Mr. Walter Medina 
Hazardous and Radioactive Materials Bureau 
New Mexico Environment Department 
2044 Galisteo Street, Bldg. A 
P. 0. Box 26110 
Santa Fe, NM 87505 
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DEC 31 1997 

CERTIFICATION 

NOTICE REGARDING PERMIT APPLICATION RESUBMITTAL, ACTIVITY 
3.1.5A IN THE SITE TREATMENT PLAN (STP), LOS ALAMOS NATIONAL 
LABORATORY (LANL) 

I certify that I am the project manager responsible for overseeing the implementation of 

the Site Treatment Plan for the Los Alamos National Laboratory. To the best of my 

knowledge and belief, the information in this document is true, accurate, and complete. 

H. L. Plum :ftit: 
Regulatory Permitting and Compliance Manager 
Los Alamos Area Office 
U. S. Department of Energy 
Albuquerque Operations 

Date Signed 

\..v Owner/Operator 




