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The Los Alamos National Environmental Research Park (LA-NERP) is a regional facility 
that provides opportunities for both short-term and long-term environmental research on 
natural resources and energy technologies. Unique qualities of the LA/NERP include its 
spectrum of southwestern United States habitats located ~ithin a steep elevational gradier.t 
of 1500 m in 25 km, appreciable differences in solar input to north and south slopes b: 
virtue of the east-west trending mesas and canyons, and the presence of trace levels of 
both radioactive and nonradioactive materials that result from technology development 
activities at the Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory. The appreciable technical resources 
of LASL and the physical security of outdoor study areas provide valuable adjuncts to 
agencies and organizations in addition to DOE contractors who wish to conduct environ~ental 
studies. An expanded program of environmental studies is proposed to address several opport
unities for obtaining widely applicable information of regional importance involving academic 
personnel. 

The LA/NERP allows the study of energy impacts on the environment in this spectrum of 
ecosystems. Studies are presently underway with cooperation of the National Park Service, 
U.S. Forest Service, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Soil Conservation Service, Ne~ 
Mexico Department of Game and Fish, Baca Land & Cattle Company, and the Peregrine Fund, as 
well as sev.eral regional universities and NERPs in Idaho, Washington and South Carolina. 
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