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This task was initiated to provide an integrated and comprehensive assess~e~t of the 
environmental implications in developing Hot Dry Rock (HDR) geothermal resources. The results 
obtained will be significant in that they will provide an early basis for evaluatin~ environ­
mental controls or alternatives. The underlying task objective is to provide necess2ry 
information where it is presently lacking, which will satisfy EDP requirements and evaluate 
environmental acceptability of this alternate energy resource. 

Programatic efforts are focused on evaluating impacts to water quality, air quality, 
ecology and resources. Studies to date have emphasized establishing biotic and abioti~ 
baseline inventories and measurements, characterization of source terms and identifyin~ 
pathways by which residuals and emissions may potentially reach the environment. ~~ere 
applicable, tests are conducted under controlled environmental conditions using prove~ 
methodologies and validated through field test comparisons. These efforts will provide 
a long-term predictive capability for monitoring impacts from HDR technology develc~rnent 
and an evaluation of appropriateness of methodologies currently used for gathering baseline 
data and their application in geothermal environmental assessment. 
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