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A self-fluorescing plutonium-diox­
ide pellet, right , glows with its 

. own heat, putting out 62.5 watts 
of thermal energy. Such pellets 
power space probes, including 
the Galileo Jupit er-exploration 
spacecraft and the Ulysses mis­
sion to the Sun. 

Cqurtesy Los Alamos National Labora t ory 
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Lax rule enforcement non11 
at 3 lab sites, critics charge 
CMR 
Building 

ln October 1981, a worker in the 
Chemis try and Meta llu rgy Research 
Building a t Los Alam os Nationa l 
Laboratory left work without know 
ing he was conlamltlated w1th ra 
dioact1vi ty 

T he wo rker spread the cont ami na 
tiun to a van he d rov~n a car poo l, 
h1 s hom e, a fr iend 's hom e an d a dog 

E ig ht months la ter, 1n .Ju ne 1982. 
another worke r a t the CMl{ Building 
inj ec ted a plutonium-laden so lut ion 
into hi s locker in what he la ter told 
the FBI was a demons tratiOn of the 
facility's lax. rules f<il th handling of 
specia l nuc lear materials . 

T he contamination inudents were 
poss ible because the wor l ers ig­
nored ru les that they mon1tor them 
selves for racl 1oartivity when leav ing 
thei r laboratories . 

Today, that s If-monitoring s llll is 
the ru le . 

Officia ls nt Los' Alamos say inc1 
Please see CMR , Page A 2 

0111ega 
reactor 

Nestled in n deep canyon thnt 
di\'ides the town of Los Alamos to the 
nor th from Los Ala mos Nationa l 
Lnborato ry tn th south is a hi-storic 
slle that doesn't appt:'ar on the usual 
tounst maps. 

T he Omega \Vest ]{enctor, a smn ll 
nucle<Jr reac tor used for research, is 
the re a t the base of the cliffs of Los 
Alamos Ca nyon, a few mi les down 
the road fro m a well -stocked reser­
vo ir a nd an ice-ska ting r in k. 

After crea~ing the world 's fi r st 
sustained nuclear chain reaction a t a 
Un iversity of Ch icago squash court 
111 1942, famed sc ientist Enrico Fer mi 
came to this canyon, known ns 
Omega Site, a nd se t to work helping 
to build "the water boi ler" - an 
evasive name for the laboratory's 
firs t n uclear reactor. 

Omega Site vvas placed in a canyon 
for a simple reason : So li t tle was 

Please see OMEGA, Page 'A-2 

Criticality 
facility 

Few aspects of nuclear energy and 
nuclear weapons are as frightening 
as a criticality accident, in which 
clement o plUt1mium • l.frarur,•m 
a re accidentally broug ht' tqo close 
togethe r, creating an un pla nned 
chain r eaction and r eleasing large 
doses of radiation. 

The Los Alamos Critical Experi­
·ments Facility at Los Alamos Nation­
al Laboratory is the only place in the 
country where vital expe riments and 
training can take place to help avoid 
such accidents. 

Not now, though: The facility has 
been shut for more than a year. 

It was closed in November 1989 
when a student in one of its classes 
alleged there had been a host of 
safe ty violations. 

Los Alamos officials say they have 
add ressed all the· issues raised. by the 

tudent and have been ready to 

Please see CRITICAliTY, Page A-2 

Sunday: Overview and security 

.Monday: ·Cieanup 

Tuesday: Public safety 

Wednesday: .Worker safety' 

Today: Hot spbts 
..; The laboratory's Omega West nuclear 
research reactor was criticized by a 
De partme nt of Energy inspection team, 
which found dozens of safety problems . 
A l a bora~ory official said the inspectors 
were nitpickers. 

..; The Los Alamos Critical Expe~iments 
Faci lity, wh ich trains scientists to avoid 

Allies wa 
use ofch 
wouldsh 

New Mexican wire services 

Iraq said on Wednesday that Prime 
Ministe r Tariq Aziz would leave "soon" 
to take Iraq 's a nswer to Soviet Presi­
dent Mikha il Gorbachev's peace propos­
al to Moscow, but there were indica­
tions the United Sta tes and its allies 
might not wait f or the answer before 
beginning a g round offe nsive. 

U .S. and · a llied officials said there 
were r eports tha t Iraqi troops in the 
field have be en supplied with poison gas 
1:1nd told to use it a t will. They warned 
that a ny s ig nificant Iraqi use of chemi-

. cal weapons . a gainst coalition troops 
would lead to a major escalation of the 
war a nd could tri gger a contingency 
pla n for e:i ma rch on Baghdad to hunt 
down Saddam Hussein. 

Already, a llie d forces are attempting 
to discourage front-line Iraqi artillery 
cr ews f r om obeying future orders to 
fir e c he mical s he ll s, notifying them in 
lea fl e ts tha t the y would be tracked 
down indivi duall y after the war -
much as som e gunrd s in Nazi death 
cam ps have been brought to justice 
decades after World Wa r II ended. : 

Maj or use o f chemical weapons, a 
violation of international law, would 
c r oss a "red line beyond which. all 
previous be ts a r e off," said a senior 
Bush admin istra tion official involved in 
the final prepara tions for a ground war: 

"It's a r ed line that would compel the 
coalition to change its own objectives - · 
adopting, for instance, a march on 
Baghdad to find Saddam and eliminate 
his regime," he said of the Iraqi 
president. 

Secretary of State James A. Baker III 
decla red thc.~ t lrc.~qi troops ' 'wlll leEtve 
Ku wait soon," but he s teered clear of 
the ques tion of Saddam's postwar fu ­
ture. 

House Speaker Thomas S. Foley, 
meanwhile, said it would be "extremely 
difficult" for President Bush to refuse 
an unconditional Iraqi withdrawal - o~ 
even if that meant leaving Saddam in. sc 
powe r. 

While the talk continued, Saddam's d< 
a rmy r e mained in Kuwait, and the p1 
world waited for Bush to give his own st 
troop s the go-ahead for the long-expect- p1 
ed ground offe nsive. d< 

Bush himself had nothing to say on fr 
the subject in public. But Baker, speak- di 
ing a t a luncheon for Denmark's Queen of 
Ma r gr e the II , renewed the U.S. de mand 
tha t Iraq pull out of K uwait "imme di-

Albanian pr 
to form ne"" 
The Associated Press 

VIENNA, Aus tria - The president of 
Communist Albania, r esponding to un­
p r ecede nte d protes t s that toppled 
monuments to Sta linist founder Enver 
H oxha, sa id We dnesday he would' take 
d ir ect control of a new government. 

" I have decided to ta ke the govern­
ment into my hands and cr eate a new 
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Building at Los Alamos 1 a n onm 
Laboratory I fl work withou kT1o :1: 
ing he was contammated wnh ra 
dioact1vity 

The worker spread the contamma 
tion to a van he drov~n a car puo l, 
his hom e, a friend's home an d a dog 

Eight months later, in June 19H2, 
another worker at the CMR Build ing 
injected a plutonium-laden solut ion 
into his lock r in what he later told 
the Fl3I was a demonstratiOn of the 
fac ility's lax ru les f()J the handling of 
specia l nucl ar materia ls. 

The contammation tnLJdents were 
poss ibl e because th worl en; ig­
nored ru les that the} mon1t01 them­
selves for radJOa<tivity when lea\'ing 
their labora tories 

Today, that self-monitoring s!l ll is 
the rule . . 

Officwls at Lo:;' Alamos say inc1 
Please se CMR, Page A 2 

Ann Landers 

{ 01' 11 li"UII I LU 
l .:1borato . o th · sou th i. ~··r.:::."',..;~:; . .-

sllc that doesn't appL'ar on the usual 
tounst maps. 

The Omega \Vest Reactor, a small 
nuclear reactor used for r search, is 
there a t the base of the cliffs of Los 
/\ !amos Canyon, a few miles Llown 
the road from a well-stocked reser­
voir and an ice-skating rink. 

After creating the world's first 
sustained nuclear chain reaction at a 
Un iversity of Ch icago squash court 
m 1942, famed scien tist Enrico Fermi 
came to this canyon, known as 
Omega Site, and set to work helping 
to bui ld "the water boi ler" - an 
evasive name for the laboratory' s 
firs t nuclear reactor . 

Omega Site was placed in a canyon 
for a simple reason: So little was 

Please see OMEGA, Page A 2 

I_ Inthenews 
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element l . · m , · ,. 
are accidenta lly b rought tqo close 
together, creating an unplanned 
chain reaction and releasing large 
doses of radiation. 

The Los Alamos Critical Experi­
-ments Facility at Los Alamos Nation­
al Laboratory is the only place in the 
country where vital experiments and 
training can take place to help avoid 
such accidents. 

Not now, though: The facility has 
been shut for more than a year. 

It was closed in November 1989 
when a student in one of its classes 
alleged there had been a host of 
safety violations. · 

Los Alamos officials say they have 
addressed all the· issues raised.by the 
student and have been ready to 

Please see CRITICALITY, Page A-2 

Sunday: Overview and security 

.MondaFCieanup 

Tuesday: Public safety 

Wednesday: Worker safety" 

Today: Hot spots 
v Tl'le laboratory's Omega West nuclear 
research reactor was criticized by a 
Department of Energy inspection team, 
wl1ich found dozens of safety problems. 
A laboratory official said the inspectors 
were nitpickers. 

v The Los Alamos Critical Expe ~iments 
Facility, which trains scientists to avoid 
unplanned chain reactions, was closed 
more than a year ago after a stydent in 
one of its classes aLleged a host of 
safety violations. 

Friday: Oversight 

Technicians, left, at the lab's 
Omega West Reactor stand near · 
the access hatch to the core. Lab 
officials say safety is an import­
ant concern in the operation of 
the reactor. 

'ecretary ot ::>tare James . o-ct~cr lH 

decla red tha t I raqi troops "will leave 
Kuwai t soon," but he s teered clear of 
the question of Saddam's postwar fu­
ture. 

House Speaker Thomas S. Foley, 
meanwhile, said it would be "extremely 
difficult" for Pre sident Bush to refuse 
an unconditional Iraqi withdrawal -
even if that meant leaving Saddam i11; 
power. 

While the talk continued, Saddam's 
army remained in Kuwait, and the 
world waited for Bush to give his own 
troops the go-ahead for the long-expect­
ed ground offensive. 

Bush him self had nothing to say on 
the subject in public. But Baker, speak­
ing at a luncheon for Denmark's Queen 
Mar grcthe II , r enewed the U.S. demand 
tha t Iraq pull out of Kuwait "immedi-
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Albanian pi 
to form riev 
The Associated Press 

VIENNA, Austria - The president of 
Communi t Albania, r esponding to un­
pr ecedented protests that toppled 
monuments to Stalinist founder Enver 
Hoxha, sa id Wednesday he would. take 
direct control of a new government. 

" I have decided to take the govern­
ment into my hands and create a new 
government and a new presidential 
council ," President Ramiz Alia sa id in 
an announcement broadcast nationwide 
on state television . 

Alia, who succeeded Hoxha after his 
dea th in 1985, gave no details of who 
would be represented on the new . 
council , but said he met Wednesday 
with leader s of all opposition parties 
and political organizations. 

The move appea red to be an attempt 
by Alia to di stance himself from the 
unpopular legacy of . the communist 
government and use Iris pe.rsonal ap-

Court .approves AIDS tests 
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CRITICALI1Y: Student scuttles lab facility 
Continued from Page A-1 

reopen since last April. The reopen­
ing has been delayed by a regulatory 
morass at the U.S. Department of 
Energy, which o\vns LANL, they say. 

The closure is ironic, the officials 
say.· The same increa:;ed safety con­
cerns at the Energy Department that 
have kept the facility closed also 
have also incre-ased the demand for · 
its services. 

"The entire (nuclear) community is 
trying to improve on safety, and lots ­
of 'facilities are trying to improve 
their training of people who hartdle 
nuclear materials;'' said John Malani­
fy., deputy group leader . for the 
criticality unit. 

"This is the only place in the 
cou.ntry where you can do these 
student classes, where you can ap­
proach cri ticality with hands-on ex­
perience," said the lab's depJJtY 
associa te director, Michael Steven­
son. 

There is a criticality facility near 
Denver , but it is tied up with work 
relating to problems at the nearby 
Rocky Flats plant, · leaving Los 
Alamos as " the only remaining gen­
era l-purpose facility," according to a 
report by the National Research 
Council. · 

The trouble at Los Alamos began in 
September 1989, when 15 student$, 
all employees of the Department of 
'Energy or federal contractors, at­
tended a two-day criticality class . . 
· ·During courses taught at the facili­
ty, students assist in bringing togeth­
er plutonium or enriched uranium to 
slowly approach - but not reach - a 
state of criticality. 

No complaints were registered by 

JOHN M AlANIFY 
"Tryin~ \O improve on safety." 

any of the student$ during the class. 
Nearly two months later, in No­

vember 1989, the Department of 
Energy's Albuquerque office w~s 
notified that one of the students had 
gone back to his office in Richland, 
Wash., site of the heavily contaminat­
ed Hanford Nuclear Reservation, and 
filed a report claiming safety infrac~ 
tions during the class. 

Los Alamos officials said they 
could not explain the two-month 
delay, nor did they know whether the 
student had been sent to the class by 
the Energy Department to secretly 
investigate the facility . Federal offi­
cials did not respond to questions 
about the matter. · 

Los Alamos management shut the 
facility the . ·next day because the 

allegations "sounded very serious," 
Malanify said. 

Among the student's accusations: 
Out-of"date procedures were used 
during criticality ' experiments; pro- 0 

cedures were violated; instructors 
had a- casual attitude about safety; 
students were nof properly moni­
tor:ed for radiation; pnd protective 
clothing wasp.'t worn in potentially 
contaminated areas. 

"I find little real basis in his 
allegations," Malanify said. 

Most of-the complaints were due ro 
misu~derstandings, he said. For ex­
ample, the.' student 'clearly didn't 
understanp who was in charge of the 
class, he said. ·. · · 

Lab instructors work closely with 
the students. The instructor, while 
knowledgeable about criticality, is 
not a c~:vtified operator and is not 
responsibl~ for safety. It is the staff 
of the facility that actually runs the 
exp·erirnents: · .-: . 

"The :·student could conclude the 
instructor is in charge," Malanify 
said, "But, he's not ." 

So, the· student was shocked to see 
the inst{uctor .using an ·· out-of-date 
procedure guide, when in fact it 
didn't matter because "the guide .was 

· being used as .tea~hing notes only," 
.J:vlalanify, .said. . . · 

· A r~y:iew . board established to 
i,nvestigate the· .incident agreed that 
misund~rstanq'jngs w~re to blame for 
many ofthe aecusations: The board 
''did .: n6t- find_ .. ,.a calloused ·attitude 
toward· radiation protection or nucle­
ar safety," its r,eport concludes. . 

However, tq"e 'hoard did find "a 
· casual . :attit_u~e , -toward proc.edural · 
formality'·' ,·and recommended 
changes such as updating plans and 
writing new procedures. 

."There are good reasons for that,'' 
---, 

MICHAEL STEVENSON 
' 'Research arid development'' 

Stevenson said. "We're us·~d to.· oper­
ating as research and development,. 
as a laboratory, and the ideq:_ of 
formality of operations is sorilet'imes 

·foreign . We're more concerned with 
safety and the real hazards. involved. 
We'.re not as concerned with .dotting 
the i's and crossing the t's." _ ·: .. 
· Tl:te· facility always has had safe 
procedures . and . policies, but as . a 
result of the board's recomine'nda­
tions it now has a paper fraii 19; prove 
it, Malanify said. · · ' · . · -

By April i990, "we tll01.ight we.had 
addr~ssed t)l.ings adequately at that 

· ·point to reopen," Stevenson said. · .. 
·"tab officials quickly learned, how­
ever, 'that· while t!).ey had . rna, de the 
decision to close the facility; · they 
·could not reopen it without I)epart­
mentof Energy approvaL 

·While the facility was closed, Ener-

gy Secretary James D. Watkins 
released . new rules · on reopening a 
facility, Malanify said. · 

"It was decided (the department) 
wanted further reviews" of the facil- · 
ity's readiness to open, he said. 

And more reviews, and more re­
views. \ 

The fadlity has prepared reviews 
for laboratory management, the Los 

. Alamos Energy Department office, · 
the Albuquerque energy office, the 
Defense Programs Office at federal · 
energy headquarters in Washington · 
and the federal department's. Office 
of Nuclear Safety, Malanify said. · 

The facility happened to be closed 
at a Jirrie when more notorious · 
closures, such as the one at Rocky · 
Flats, were causing the Energy De­
partment to revamp its rules. 

If the closure had happened a year · 
later, "the (Energy Department) 

· . would have had the procedures bet­
ter 'defined and it wouldn't have 
taken as long," Stevenson said. . 

Stevenson said he has not received 
final word but hopes the final review 
h,as been completed and the facility 
can reopen soon. 

The impact of the closure will be 
felt for some time to·come. . . 

"At a minimum, the~e is some set .. 
of potential students having the.ir , _ 
training delayed by a year or mor e," : 
Stevenson said. There already is a · 

. yearlong backlog of students signed 
up to begin taking the classes when · 
they begin again. 

Even once it reopens, the facility 
will have to bring its o'wn employees · 
back up to speed before resuming 
classes for others, Malanify said. 

"When we can't operate, it's like a · 
pilot who can't fly,'' he ·said. "He'car:J. 
work on the simulator all day long, :· 
but .. .. " 

OMEGA:" Age of reactor aconcern for doubters 
Continued from Page A-1 

known about nuclear reactors wlieri 
work started in 1943 that Los Alamos 
officials wanted · it out. of the way 

.. ... should something go wrong. . 
. , The feared accident hever · oc­
curred, ·not at the water bofier and . 

·not .a t its replacement, the Omega 
West Reactor . 

' 

Of the 169 findings, the laboratory 
decided 112.required action: About 
85 of those have been completed. 

Merle . Bunker, a former group 
. leader in charge of Omega West until 
his recent retirement, acted . as the 

.laboratory':; ·spokesman ·on . the ·re-
port. . · . · . . , . 

"These ·guys were struggling . to· ·. 
make negative comments about our 

Why? 
"Mostly because the . guy who­

looked at our training was a profes­
sional trainer himself and he liked to.. 
pick away at our t raining plan/'. 
Bunker said. . · 

Omega West agreed to make som_~ 
changes in its training-· pia·n; as. a ; 
resul~ of the ipvestigation. However, 
"m<>lrincr thP tl·<>i n incr n bn rnn c:irlPr~-
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FotilJ 
L os Alamos Nati< 

ratory has been 
bor on the hi 

years. Every northern r 
can vaguely understan• 
proximity presents be1 
risks. Some have . ace 
risks .and .learned fo 
them because of the be1 
multimillion-dollar. per 
roll and the firi.est · 
minds in our own backy 
· The lab bfi_ngs us atr 

. legacy, ·both positive . 
' tive. That legacy ran 

major scientific adv 
deadly poisons. 

When Robert Opperih 
· the . federal. govern me 

lished the lab to de· 
atomic bomb, they ·didr 
foresee that darker· ·si 
legacy. Some· New Mexi 
eral officials and -. sciei 
are unwilling . to ' acce 
would continue on·· a bu 
usual course:. 

No one can dispute 
·Alamos and its envi 
magnificent canyons a 
of the eastern flanks of 
Mountains, 'home to the 
Indians and their desce1 
thousands of years, h 
altered permanently i1 
years. 

For the last five days 
ing the nest," The Nev. 
hqs delivered a view of 
legacy to futur:e g~pe1 
legacy of nuclear cprit 
and the challenge t <l}~l 
The· series 'ends Friday . 

Anyone who tar~;s . 
claiming Los ·Alamos f 

-taminat1on- and abou-t- J 
COUr$e for nuclear W_l;l~t 
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· .. :WesrReactor. , 
.•... ;' ; ~oday, thl;n~gh, :qu~ions .ate b'eing. · .. 

raised ~bout th~ ·a Om,ega West 
.. Reactor' s apility to srr tain that safe-
ty i·ecord. · · 

An inspection · team from the U.S . . 
Departrnent of Energy, the agency . 
that o·wns Los Alamos National Labo­
ratory, investigated Omega West in 
July 1989. : 

The team concluded that although 
the facility posed no immediate 
health threat, "an · aging facility, 
qmpled with informality in opera­
tions, maintenance and emergency 
readiness, constitutes an increasing 
potential for acGide'nts." . _ . 

Lab officials· dispute that finding. 
Safety always . has been Omega 
West's top priority, and the ·inspec­
tion team's findings .are the result of 
nitpicking; a. reactor official says. 

· · rOinega West is one of two small 
' 1:eactors in the state (the other is at 
the University of .New Mexico) . . It 
generates eight megawatts of power 
but no electricity; it is used strictly 
for.research . · 

The Energy Departmeht report 
found weaknesses ' in· several areas, 
jncluding: . 

• Operation . " [There is] informali-
, ty. in the conduct of operations that is 

inappropriate for any . reactor in 
today ~s safety environment but par­
ticularly for an aging nuclear com­
pfex such .as the Omega West Reac-
tor. " · 

8 T1'aining .. "Instructors are not 

Alexander ·Gancarz, left , one of ~he leaders of the f~actor, :division; and 
John Webster,· a· spo~esman for the lab, in the teact6·r building.- The core 
is housed in the structure to the left. , ;:. · 

., 

weli versed ·in teaching techniques , 
formally ·developed and reviewed 
curricula are absent and training 
records are inadequate for independ- . 
ent evaluation.·, 

procedures ·to ~;espond tb . associated 
~mergencies nave not been devei-: . 

• Incident reporting. "The thresh­
old (for determining which incidents 
must be reported) is set too high. 
Frequent occurrences, such as reac­
tor or system shutdown due to 
lightning strikes, have been rational­
ized out of the reporting system." 

• Emergency preparedness·. "The 
facility cadre . does not accept the 

, possibility of a serious accident, all 
of the hazards of fuel-handling op·er­
ations have not been analyzed and 

oped." · · :~ 
• Pr.eventi:ve·:inaintenance. "Antic­

ipated replacement of the [Omega 
West Reactor] ~ould result in reluc­
tance to make•: repai1·s or replace 
equipment. This . progression could 
lead to an una,cceptable . fix-after­
breakmaintenance-progTam." , 

•• Contamination saf~fy. ·"Even 
tho~gh there is .considerable poten­
tial for radioactive .contarrtiriaticin . ... 
the facility is not prepared .to handle 
a seriou$ contamination incident." 

The 200-page report lists 169 find­
ings cov~ring 43 different c·oncerns . 

m'ake-~negative dnhi:rients about our 
facilit.Y .. . down here, .cfespite tlie f. · 
that wnen they were here they . 
our (inspection) was the best of the 
.20 places· theY: had done," Bunker 
said. 

The inspectors .don't feel like . 
they're doing their job if they don't 
find something wrong, he said. 

"That's what they're paid for." 
Much of the aGtions undertaken by 

the laboratory to aildres.s the report's 
concerns relate to "formality 'of 
operations," an issue that is ·of 
concern laboratory-wide. 
... By improving formality of opera­
tions, the facility will have written 
procedures, training requireme.nts 
and doctJmeritation to prove that it is 
safe. · · · · 

For example, Bunker said; the 
teport criticized Omega West for not 
having a written procedure on what 
to do if one of the reactor's highly 
radioactiv~ fuel elements began leak-
ing; ,: · · 

"We knew exactly what to do if 
there was a leaking tuel element," 
Bu.nker said. :·we had the procedure 
prepared; but it wasn't where they 
expected to find 'it." · 

Omega · West · officials were 
· surprised · when their training pro-

gram was criticized. · . 
"Before (the inspectors) came, we 

· th,oj:lght one plaa where we wou~d. do 
e~·C'eptionally well was our trammg 
ptogram/' he said. "That turned out · 

. noftq be the case." ' 

' \mak'l.ng' ilie 'training plan' consider~_, . 
bly more .formal and comprehensiye~ . 
than the pre.sent one would requir 
additional staff, which cannot . b~ . 
justified at this · time," the laboratory: ; 
said in its response .to the repor t . ' .; 

"We think the training program we:i 
have in-any case is quite adequate foi; ~' 
the size of facility we have," Bunker ~­
said. "The (inspectOr$) that came i}l! i ··. 
to talk to us ar~ used to 11l;UCh larger~. 
f~cilities wi,th many mot e compiex!rf . 
ties than we have here." . . ._ ~: 

The report sa,id the fact that thef · 
reactor is desig'ned to perm it tp~>, 
reactor's operatirig, staff to sipipl'J*' 
walk .away after an emergency shut- . : 
down nad caused the.staff to become . 
complacent about safety. 

Bunker sai4 that just isn't the cas~: .;.­
"Our first priority down her~ i!f. ' · 

safety,'.' he said. "We.never rlin ·thbi 
reactor a minute without tal<ing all' ,, 

. the safety procedures and follo'Wiflg; . 
·all the . rules. 'We .don't take an.y' 
shortcu'ts." · · ... - · · · · . .. · <~ .. 

The inve·stigators . also Spid the':'· 
staff had adopted a "fix-after-break'.~ : 
repair philosophy b.ecause· the unit is 
old and schechifed to be replaced. . . 

Bunker al'so flatly · denied. that 
charge. . · · - .: . 

· In the .first plate, he said, the idea(' .· 
' that Omega West wilibe closed a!ly ·. 
time soo11 ·appears · to be . dead. A_'· 
recent reassessment df the facility's" 
C)nticipated lifetim'e concluded: ' 
· · ~ ' There's no reason the reactor ~ 
shouldn't run: another 10 years." .. 

CMR: self-monitoring still procedure,9-es]1it'e ,incidents 
• • 1 ... ~·-~· ~ i. ', '. :- • ··.~ 

Continued from Page A-1 

dents like those in 1981 and 1982 
could occur again, · but they say 
improvements have been made in the 
self-monitoring program, including 
better training of workers. 

"Our ·awareness certainly has been 
heightened by those problems" of the 
past, said Donald Sandstrom, leader 

· of the Materials,· Science and Tech­
nology Division at LANL. 

Just last August, though, a team of 
invesUgators from the U.S. Depart-

. ·ment of Energy found that workers 
at the CMR Building o.ften monitored 
themselves too rapidly and incom-
pletely. . 

Workers in the building are sup­
posed ·to check themselves for con­
tamination at three.different stations 
before leaving the fac'ility. A9di­
tional monitoring is optional at two 

· other stations. · 
However, unlike at least one· other 

facility at Los Alamos where special 
nuclear· materials are handled, there 
are no health worker's to make sure 
the employees are checked. _ 

Workers leaving the CMR. Building 
must . pas~ through two door~ like 

'.0. ~_ ... • .• 
• •• I 

monitors, but those monitors are for 
detection of special nuclear materi­
als bein g taken from the faci lity, not 
to catch radioactive contamination. 
Officials, · however, say they can 
detect some contamination. 

With 550,000 square feet, the CMR 
Building makes up about 10 percent 
of the total square footage of Los 
Alamos National Laboratory. Analy­
ses of special nuclear materials is 
just one of the jobs performed by its' 
300 workers in 150 laboratories . 

The building, however, was occu­
pied first in 1'952 and as it ages·, 
problems are cropping' up. 

Congress this budget year sus- • 

()ur project team: . 
THOM COLE 

and 
KELLY RICHMOND 

Staff Writers 

KITTY LEAKEN 
Photographer 

l f:RRY D. ENGLAND 
· Design . 

,.-.· .. ' .·.·,,r · 

pended funding f~r a $385 million ' radio~ogically ·Contaminated arid be- i-
project to build a laboratory to take yond e~onomically viable cleanup. In · 
over the work with special nuclear _ . short, tjle CMR building is at the end : 
~ateri~ls and deco~ta~inate and 'We're either going to have - of its usef).lllue. . · . . · · : 
refurb'Ish th~ CMR BUI~d~ng. . • · · · • · , "The safety nsk of contmued . 
. ·A total of $10 mtlhon already . to put money In that bUild... 'operation of the present facility is · ·· 
budgeted for the new J~boratory was . ing or build a'new one.' becoming·umicceptable." . . 
reallocated to pay for 1mprovements . . . . · . 
to the structure . ·Ronald Stafford And m .a?other budget document, : 

H lth d. · · d t h. f LANL offlcials wrote· 
"We're either going to have to put ea IVISton epu Y C te "W·h.l h f · d · · h · . . . . · . · . 1 e t e sa ety recor m. t e . 

mon.~y I~ that bUIIdmg or bmld .a _new building has been outstanding, the · 
on~ , said Ronald Stafford, deputy deteriorated condition of many of the : 
Chief of the. h_ealth, safety and en vi- . \. systems no longer ensures their : 
ronment dlvlsJOn at LANL. new speCial' nuclear materials labora- proper functioning under acCident : 

The $tO million being speli.t this tory have · cited · several troubles conditions." · . : 
bu~g~t y~ar on im13rovem~nts to the including corroded and breached ai~ The federal energy investigators i 
bUildmg IS e1ght or 10 times what ducts, inadequate supply of · filtered who inspected the building last suin-·; 
wa-:; . . spent_ last .budget year, lab ·. air, marginal building-wide filter ~er ~lso ~ound safety proble~s, : 
offic1als sa1d. systems and corroded glove boxes. mcludmg a1r flow problems w1th ! 

The major area needing upgrading The boxes are used by workers in the glove boxes that could lead to con- : 
is the building's heating, cooling and han~ling of nuclear materiaL · taminat~on of~orkers. : 
ventilation $YStero, officials said. A Without the new labor'atory, LANL The mveshgators were so con- : 
failure there could shut down opera- officials wrote in the budget docu- cerned _with c?nditions they request- ; 
tions at the building; work at the lab's ments, "Continued long-term reli- . ed an 1mmed1ate plan by LANL to . 
plut-on ium-processing facility also able, safe, and secure operations of deal with them. : 
would be slowed because the ~ CMR critical chemistry and metallurgy Despite those findings, Sandstrom, · 
operations include anal~sis of ~ertain [research and development] ·ser':ices . ~ho ov~rsees . !~.e ~mildin~;s qpe~~- ! 
matenals for the plutomum umt. _ cannot be ensured. A system failure twns, smd th~-~U.i,ldmg h<ts rehabili- ; 

The problems at C.MR have been c;ould pose danger to the workers and ty problems:·: .. ,tt doesn~t - have safety : 
well documented ovenhe years. force 'the facility. to shut down. problems. · · · . : 
· ·Budget requests by. -LANL for the . -•· '.'Many; areas, in the building are ·"It is still a very good building." . _ . ; 

'· - . .. . ' :~ . ·' ,· .· ~, . . . . 
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· .know.s .-cthat· chang.es mus 
·now :~':i,f fie same is true of 
who' understands the t 
LANL's research can reap 
'future. " 

In cpming days, four ec 
will' Ol!tline what' we thinl 
to be ·done·, mid ·why. T 
elude: 

• Cleaning up the mE 
cos~ of cleaning up the · 

From The Nt 

·. Chicago . --'- The Sioux Indian 
last night .. on their way back tc 
Man-Afraid-Of-His-Horse said to 

·.like all th~ otller promises. of th• 
with heavy hearts: We wanted < 

' our peppl~ th_at we have more 
men."· 

Facing a 1 
Mal{e care · av~ 

' < . 

"WelL-y"ou ·always .. have ym 
health." :· · · · 

That standard line, that \\ 
, lL'>Ually seem to say to someon 
who's just experienced a bad ru 

' of · luck · or some financial se 
· back. has .unusual irony an 

-· application to New Mexico i 
. 1991 . 

No New Mexican who h< 
followed r ecent news repor1 

; needs to be reminded that ot 
· state face s a t rght bud get , r• 
: duccd revenue expectations an 
: grqwin g concerns about our abi 

· · itv to meet evervdav needs . 
. \Vhile the state 's financi : 
;. heolth troubling,' New Mexicar 
· face another crisis of even mo1 
: personal and direct concern 
; our physical health. We kno 
: t!wt some. priorities - jud; 
" ments about \vhat we Yalue mo 
; and \\'hot our state' s leadersh: 
: has to do - must be set. 
· :-New ~'lexica's Democrats, ar 

· : their elected lea.d.ership in tl 
: Itouse and Senate, have made 
. commitment to solve an intoie 
: able situation with the introdu 
: ti(m of'a comprehensive packa ~ 
· of healt·h insurance-related me 
: s~res . Changes are needed. Cor 
: pare Ne\\' Mexico to other statt 
· in the c l· itical field of health cal 
: and health insurance. New Me~ co ranks: · ' . 

·• La st in · the number of -pe 
. ·pie who receive prenatal :caJ 
· services·; 

il · Highest in the percenta 
-, of individuals without health : 
•:~sul'i~ce:(alin:ost twic~· tP:e:.naifc 
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Fouling the nest 

OPINION 

) ''' ,·-·. · .... _. • .,. n. • · ·· 
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L os Alamos Nationa l Labo- a rea's around it has been conserv­
ratory has been our ne igh- a tiv ely est im ated at $2 billion -
bar on the hill for 48 $200 billion for all U.S. weapons 

years. Every northern New Mexi- fac ilities, equal to the cost of the 
can vaguely understand s that its fe de ral bailout of S&Ls. Before 
proximity presents benefits and the lab adds to the nearly 2,000 
risks. Some have accepted th e s uspected polluted s ites and in­
risks a nd lea rned to live with c reases the cost of clean up, 
them because of the benefi ts - a fe dera l officials must step in, 
multimillion-dollar per year pay- bring in expe rts to investigate 
roll and the finest scientifi c the problem and fund a clean up . 
minds in our own backyard . It cou ld take decades, but it must 

LANL 
l?E~~Of 

DOG 

The Jab brings us a tremendous be don e. 
legacy, both positive and nega- • Knowin g what is there: How 
ti ve. That legacy ranges from can we beli eve environmental 
major scient if ic adva nces to reports on L/\NL when the De­
deadly poisons. par~me nt of Energy both owns 

When Hobert Oppenheimer a nd the ' facility and monitors its 
the federal government es tab-· environme ntal effects; it' s like 
li shed the lab to develop the the fox guarding the chicken 
a tomic bomb, they did not clearly coop. Studies by an independent 
foresee that darker si de of the watchdog agency funded by the 
legacy. Some New Mexicans, .fed- federal gove rnment a re needed 
era! officia ls and scientists sti ll to tell the DOE wha t to do .and 
arc unwilli ng to accep t it and how to clo it. In add ition , the re a re 
would conti nue on a bu siness-as- no studies of LANL' s impact on 
usual course . the ecology of the canyons a nd 

Gorbachev wants a return to 1 

No one can dispute that Los mountainsides that crisscross the 
Alamos and its envi ron s, th e a rea. That work must beg in soon. 
magnifice nt canyons and mesas • Wha t 's next for the lab ? 
of th e eastern flank s of the Jemez LAN Us future should be to ex­
Mountain s, 't10me to th e American panel development of nuclea r a nd 
Ind ians and their descend an ts for other energy sources fo r c ivilian 
thousands of years, have been uses - as power sources to 
altered pe r ma nently in just SO r eplace foss il fuels. Plutonium 
years. processing, which has been a 

For the las t five days in "Foul- co·ncern among cri tics of the lab, 
ing the nest," The New M exican will have to continue, but purely 
has delivered a view of the lab' s for LANL's research. In the pas t 
legacy to fut ure generation s, a . the lab has processed plutonium 
legacy of nuclear contaminati on for use in weapons . That must 
an d the chal lenge to c lean it up . stop. 
The ser ies ends Friday. • Paying the tab : Like so many 

Anr one who cares about re- problems facing the United 
· c m ··mg Los Alamos fro m con- . States 'today cleaning up LANL, 

tamination an d abou t r+ottin g ;1 ~··improving it~ secm:ity ana health 
course for nuclear waste di spos;d reports and developing alterna­
knows that changes must begin tive ene r gy research programs 

· now. The same is true of anyone will cost billions of dollars. But 
t LWAhoNI ~nderstan1d s the befneftlh·ts thai t b11· ~1 repfrehsen

1
ts onlyUa Smidnubs­

f _, s researc 1 can reap or e cu e s 1ce o t e a r ger . . e t 
future. pie. After 75 years of urbaniza-

Tn cpming clays, fo ur ed itorials tion and growth, America is at a 
wi ll outline what we think needs crossroad s. Everything from our 
to be done, and why. They in- schools and cities to our rivers 
clutle: . a nd hi ghways need help - and 

• Cleaning up th e mess: The money. Can the nation even pay 
cost of c lean ing up the lab and the bill? It mu st. 

From The New Mexican, Feb. 21, 1891: 

hicago - The Sioux Indians who have been to Washington reached this city 
night on their way back to Pine Ridge. They are not at all satisfied. Young­

Man-Afraid-Of-His-Horse said to a reporter: " We have some promises but they are 
like all the other promises of the Great Father. We are not fooled , and we go home 
with heavy hearts. We wanted Gen. Miles there, but he did not come. We shall tell 
our people that we have more promises. They will laugh at us and call us old 
men. " 

When President · Bush appeared . to 
rebuff Gorbachev's Gulf peace plan, 
Foreign Minister Bessmertnykh react­
ed thus: "That plan was addressed to 
the Iraqi leadership, so he . (Bush) 
rejected a plan which did not belong to 
him ." 

It might seem odd that the authors of 
a peace plan should declare that it has 
nothing to do with one of the two main 
combatants. But, in fact , Bessmertnykh 
was entirely candid and his r emark 
revealing. The Gorbachev peace plan is 
not a t a ll a peace plan, but a Soviet offer 
to Saddam to return to the Gulf as his 
protector and patron. · 

Decoded, this Soviet offer is the first 
major act of Cold War II, a Soviet 
return to the "old thinking" of the Cold 
War when the Soviets defined thei r 
interests as entirely contradictory to 
those of the United States. The now 
depqrt ' ~ .~1E,duard Shevardnadze had 
tr ies to fEis hion a Soviet-;fo l"8-ign policy 
premised not on a zero-sum game but on 
a confluence of Soviet an d Western 
in,terests . The Baghdad gamb it is the 
f irs t major fallout of Shevardnadze's 
depar ture and the first reflection in 
fo re ign affa irs of the takeover of Soviet 
policy by Communist hard-liners. 

What the peace plan says to Saddam 
is that if he withdraws from Kuwait the 
Sov iets will save him from the conse­
quences. They will guarantee hi s con­
tinued rule and his borders. And, they 
will guaran tee that Iraq suffer s no 
further punishment . '!;hat means no 
repa ra tions, no economic blockade, no 
Jrms embargo. In effect this is a pledge 
thJt Saddam will not only survive but 
the Soviets wi ll help him rebuild, e;ven 
if Soviet resupply means defying the 
United Sta tes. 

The plan also promises linkage to the 
Pales tinian issue. That gives Saddam a 
face-sav ing victory of sort s, and the 
Soviets renewed clout with the r adica l 
Arabs, whose mutuall y beneficia l a lli ­
ance with the Soviets, las ting the thirt y 
ye<l rs between Suez and ShE.vardnadze, 
had on ly recently appeared moribund . -.... ' 

Charles 
Krauthammer 
Washi ngton Post 
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For Moscow's newly-ascendant mili- Tl 

taty and communists this ·is all very s1 
a ttractive. Post-war Iraq becomes a w 
totally dependent base of operations d. 
and re-entry point for Soviet influence s; 
in the Middle East. Association with .s. 
Saddam revives Soviet credentials with K 
radical regimes in the Arab, Islamic, · ol 
and Third World. Best of all, with the S\ 
United States having obligingly deplet- tt 
ed Iraq's inventory of modern weapon- m 
ry, Iraq becomes the perfect customer d; 
fo r Soviet industry's only marketable 
export: arms. .• . d1 
' Fat Saddam; this is even more attrac- st 
tive: The Soviet connection saves him di 
from extinction. The American strategy G' 
of fo rcing unconditional withdrawal sa 
from Kuwait is intended to make ai 
Saddam fall. An ignominious withdraw- ac 
a! - Iraqis dropping their weapons and fo 
abandoning Kuwait, leaving their armor hi 
in place . - W<~uld so disarm and th 
humiliate Saddam as to guarantee his m 
overthrow or, a t the h~ast, his marginal- th 
ization. to 

Which is why Saddam turns to the ti< 
Soviets to give him the kind of dignified w1 
r etreat it fa shioned for Egypt and Syria th 
when they fo und themselves on the ca 
losing end of the Yom Kippur War. The 
.elements of Saddam's survival a re: an en 
orderly withdrawal from Kuwait, a at 
lifting of the embargo, resupply and pr 
reb uilding. All require the Soviets . All ki1 
are implied in Gorbachev's peace plan . all 

This outcome is the only one that di: 
snatches some victory, and the chance gr 
to fi ght again, from an otherwise 
hopeless Iraqi situation . Corresponding-
ly, it is the only outcome that deni es the 
Un ited States the c!earcut victory it ha s di. 
earned on the battlefield. It is an W; 

Facing a health care fiasco: What should N.M.legisl< 
Mal<e care available to all New Mexicans 

"\Vell. .. you always have your 
hea lth ." 

ThJt standard line , that we 
usuall y seem to say to someone 
''''1()1

1.,' ; 11 (.' t IJ,' T~Il 1 ~ ;, .. ,.., , , , , , 1 " 1,. .-.. , J , .. ,, . ... 

al ;l\·c ragc .. . 3SO,OOO people); 
• Last in (]Cccss to hea lth care 

services; 
• H ighcst in percent of coun -

• ~ .• • .... 1 1 1. 1 • 

and long- r (] nge health care 
needs. 

Those 14 bill s, which have 
been endo rsed by the Democrat-

Rep. Ray 
Sanchez 
House Speaker 

Leave indigen 
funds intact 
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Gorbachev.wants a return to the Cold War 
~ . ' . 
~ 

I' 

When President i}ush appeared . to 
rebuff Gorbachev's Gulf peace plan, 
Foreign Minister Bessmertnykh react· 
ed thus: "That plan was addressed to 
the Iraqi leadership,, so he . (Bush) 
rejected a plan which (lid not belong to 
him." ~ 

It might seem odd that the authors of 
a peace plan should declare that it has 
nothing to do with one of the two main 
combatants. But, in fact, Bessmertnykh 
was entirely candid and his remark 
revealing. The Gorbachev peace plan is 
not at all a peace plan, but a Soviet offer 
to Saddam to return to the Gulf as his 
protector and patron. · 

Decoded, this Soviet offer is the first 
major act of Cold War II, a Sov · 
return· to the "old thinking" of the Co 
War when the SoviP.ts rlPfinPrl th P ir 

Charles 
Krauthammer 
Washington Post 

for Moscow's newly-ascendant mili­
tary and communists this is all very 
attrac tive. Post-war Iraq becomes a 
totally dependent base of operations 
and re-entry point for Soviet influence 
in the Middle East. Association with 
Saddam revives Soviet credentials with 
radical regimes in the Arab, Islamic, 
and Third World. Best of all, with th 
United States having obligingly ?eplet-
n A y_..,. ,.. ,,.. !- ~·- · - ... - - ,. " 

outcome, therefore , that the U.S. must 
prevent. We have not spent blood and 
treasure destroying the Iraqi militar y 
machine just to see it rebuil t , for hard 
currency. by the Soviets. We have not 
s topped Iraq's advance into the Arabian 
Peninsula to see it become the Soviets' 
new base in the Gulf. 

What to do? The adminis tration's 
response seems to be to pre-empt th is 
scenario by pushing for a quick ground 
war which, by utterly destroying Sad · 
dam's army, ·will put him beyond 
saving, even by Soviet mischief. If 

.Saddam has nothing to show for hi s 
Kuwaiti adventure, not even a remnant 

· of the military to bring home, he cannot 
urvive. And the new rulers, gauging 
he balance of forces in the re!lion . 




