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(Not counting cover page) 
DATE; ___ 1~!.!...1 {.p~----

-----~ 

TO: beY\ 

MESSAGE; ______________________ ~~ 

Ron, 

I think SMG discussed the subject en the attached fax with you 
while in Los Alamos. Please qive some consideration and sign. You 
may be over conservative on the interpretation. If you have any 
questions or comments please call me. 

Thanks, 

Al 
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In JlllY, 1.989, a mol·atoriwn on incine:ration (House Sill 59) 
torced a tacility to stop processing plutonium-containing 
-:heesecl(.lth rags used to wipe down gloveboxes. These ,ags wez.·,. 
ex·po!!II!H:i tc~ nitric ad_d ttJat, when mixed with the cellulose in t.he 
cheesecloth, produced a potentially ignitable material. 
rrypiC!.lly, the raqs W01lld be processed to t·eclaim the pl.utonium 
lJy theritiCI~ly <.lec:omposing the cheeseclotll. Tba rag~ that had not 
yet been processed by July 1989 have been kept submerged under. 
water since t:lat time. This was done in an attempt to ,·educe the 
likelihood of ignition while awaiting determination of the 
complicated regulatory status of the processing activity. It ia 
now becoming increasingly dangerous to continue this storage. 
However 1 n dP.o:is1r.m regarding N!B0 1 S regulatory position. oo tha 
issue of recycling may provide some relief from the safety 
hazards associated with storage of these rags. 

rn two sepe.r~Sta letters to NMF..O, a z·egulatory poo.ition was 
presented tl".tat this processin~ activity, as well .as i".lny other 
activity U$ed to recover pl~tonium, does not require permitting. 
In fact, the ha~axdous waste regulations speeifically ekempt 
racycling proc;:eeses from the pennit ti:ng requir·eln8nta to encou.c:a~~ 
reuse rather l!han d:ispo~al. The poaitien presented in. the 
l~tte:l"s wae believed to be consistent with BPA • s int~.e:r·pretation 
o£ reeycling. NMEO questioned, however. ·whether one could 
legitimately recycle if the hazardous waste pot·tion of the 
material was not recovered, i.e., if only .. 1:ecovery of tl1a 
ra.diot!.c:t:ive portion occurred; Severa.l exampli!!!S that provided 
support to the contr~~Y and a request for a ~eeponae from NMSD 
indicating whether they ag~ee with th:ie underatandirtq were 
included in a January 1993 letter. NMliD hae not yet re8pondec1. 

·~e implications of NMEO'a response will be f~r-r.~~ching in its 
scope. The inter.pretation that legititMte recovery is occurring 
and that no pemit would th.e:refor• be required h111s been applied 
to mony ope;r; 1 


