
• 

/ CJ.' fr/'/'f. 2Jo 1.11_5 

State of New Me::cico 
ENVJRONM.£'.NT DEPARTME~N'T 

0U00~1~00~·~ 1/ 1 r. v 1 

Ground Water ProtP.ction and Re~diatirm 'RuTY?au 
Eiarold Runnel!; Blliltl~ 

1 Jl/0 St. Fr1mci3 Driw, 1'.0. lJu:r 2d! 10 Salllu Fe. N~w l'rfe:>.lco 87$0:1. 
(:'lOS) 821-:Jg]B pi:one GABY E. J0Htl$0N 

UO~'ERNOB 

June 14 1 19~5 

r;;o;;) 827-2!!fl6 tax 
U,4.Rl{ E.. WfiTDLE/1 

Jt:Cli/5TA]{'t 

EDGA.R T. TRORNl'O,\', J!I ____ D_E.P_U_TY~C.AE:t~---··. __ 

Pat Longmirer Ph.D. bF~-~~~~~---~~~--~~--~~~~~~--~ 
CST Group 7 
Mail Stop J534 
Y,o,; 'A 1 Antm~ lJRt-.:l.onal L~borntory, NM 8'?5.:1.!> 
Dear Dr. Lbngmire: 

This will confirm our telephone convQr~ation roga.rding perched qround-water systems in the I.os Alamos area. The alluvial aquifer~ .are protectcad ground wators undar N . .M. Water Qua~.i.ty Control 
commission (WQCC} regulations because their TDS is less than 10,000 
mg/L ana bgca~o~ ~hey meet thQ following WQCC definition: 

"qround water" rncanG 1ntcrGtitiol water which occurs in saturated earth material and which io; capo.ble of entering a woll .in ouificicut o.mount~ to be utilh;ed a.:s a water supply (Section 1-101}. 

In fact, alluvial gro~nd water has been utilized as a water supply. Pe:z:oched ~onei5 of sa'turo.tion in the volcanic rock alsu IAIUUld be protected if they meet that definition. 
All inorganic samplt!s, except for Bg, oollect.ed for compliance with WQCC yz:ouml-wala.r regulations must be filtered through a 0.45 um 
porous melDbrane in order to obtain the dissolved portion of contaminants (Section 3-103}. It has been our experience that Ufifilt€red samples contain artificially high level~ of many ~etals due to naturally occurring suspende.d solids, particularly in monitoring wells. I ha~e observed th\s in New Mexico with r~gard to Al, As, Ee, Mn and Se. 
I trust this let-cer e;atisfie~ your n~;eds. questions, please call me at 827-2831. 
Sincerely, 

t)~~~ ifd~~ 
Dennis McQuillan 
Remediation Manager Ground water Protection and Remediation Bureau 
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