
NORTHERN NEW MEXICO CITIZENS' ADVISORY BOARD 
to the • o-rrB 13 P̂  3^2' 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY/LOS ALAMOS NATIONAL . 
LABORATORY "̂̂^ ' "̂  

Agenda 

February 13,1996 

I. Call to Order - Bernadette Chavira-Merriman 

1. Approval of Agenda 

2. Approval of Minutes 

II. Public Comments 

III. DOE/LANL Environmental Restoration Report 30min. 

III. Old Business 

1. Location for Next 3 Meetings 

. 2. Executive Committee Mission & Membership 

A. Subconvmittee Chairs , 

Public Participation/Education - Dolores Salazar 
Individual Issues - Robert Castille 
Operational Procedures/By-Laws - Carl Tsosie 
Work Plan/ Budget - Glenn Lockhart 

rV. New Business 

1. WIPP and LANL Tru-Waste Brief ing 20min. George Dials 

Quetions from the Citizens' Advisory Board lOmin. 

2. Subcommittee Reports 

III 
12757 



A. Public Participation/Education - Dolores Salazar 

B. Operational Procedures/By-Laws - Carl Tsosie 

C. Work Plan/ Budget - Glenn Lockhart 

D. Individual Issues - Robert Castille 

V. Adjournment 
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NORTHERN NEW MEXICOCITIZENS' ADVISORY BOARD 
TO THE 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY/LOS ALAMOS NATIONAL LABORATORY 

January 12,1996 

Hesrmati Le-Doux 
Designated Federal Officer, NortiKsm New I^fcxico Citizens' Advisory Board to DOE/LANL 
D e p % AreaManagcsr 
U.S. Department of Energy 
Los Alanios Area Office 
528 35th Street 
Lo8Alfim08,NM 

Dear Mr. Le-Doux: 

Tlie Northem New Mexico Glizens' Advisory Board to the Department of Ena^y (DOE) 
opetating the Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL) met on Jamiaiy 9,1996, At this meeting, 
the CAB deUberated and took ac^on on the matter of the LANL contract renewal or rebid an^ 
makes lite following leoomnmladons: 

* l l i e contract muat clearly addit&s^tieed for inpovemoiU in communication between 
commonities in Northem New Mexico and its corporate i t s i g ^ r , LANL 

« The contract must include full consideration of LANL's induct on ^ enviroflroiait, health, 
cultuie, and economic development affecting Northern New Mexico eommunides. 

The above xeoommendadons are made indqmlen t of the DQE'g decision to award an operating 
contract by renewal or rebid. 

The ovcraU concem is that the lelationsMp between tbe communhies of nordiem New Mexico and 
LANL be improved. 

Further det^Ued and ^xdf ic reoommendatloDs will follow at a later date. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Antonio Delgado Bernadette Chavir&OvIaiiman 
Co-Chalr Co-Chair 

ADJlr 

Cy: Larry Kirkman, U.S. DOB/LAAO 
Tlioraas Qrumbly, Oflice of EnvironnKsital Management, U.S, DOE 
CAB & Ex-oSido Members 
PileCAB 96-01 

CfO NORTBEKN NEW MEXICO COMMVmTY COLLEGE 
m i N, ORATE STREET 
ESPASOLA, NM %7Si2 

PHONE.' INSTATE 860l753'8970 OVT-OF'STATB m/753'S970 
FAX: S05/747-2148 
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January 12,1996 

Herman Lc«Doux 
Designated Federal Officer, Northem New Mexioo Citizens* Advisory Board to DOE/LANL 
Dtepuiy Area Manager 
U.S. Department of Energy 
Los Alamos Area Office 
528 35th Street 
Los Alamos, NM 

Dear Mr. Le-Doux: 

The Northern New Mexico Qdzens' Advisory Board to tbe DQ>artment of Energy (DOE) 
operating the Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL) met on Januaty 9,1996. At this meeting, 
the CAB deliberated and took action on the matter of the LANL contract renewal br rebid and 
makes the following recomm«5dationst 

• TTie contract must clearly addrew the need for improven^nt in communication between 
communities in Northem New Mexico and its etsporate neighbor, LANL. 

• The contract must include full considemtion of LANL's impaa on the environment, health, 
culture, and economic development a f fec^ Northem New Mexico cwnmunines. 

The above recommendations are made iadependent of the DOE's decision to award an operating 
contract hy renewal or rebid. 

The overall concern is that the relationship between the cotttmunities of northem New Mexico and 
LANL be improved. 

Further detailed and specific recommendations will follow at a later date. 

Sincerely, 

A^wC t̂Co /̂U'CTd/r -fUh ('ilU^—' 

Dr. Antonio Delgado / Bernadette ChavirarMctriman 
Co-C3iair ' c-ruiniso\v 

ADOr 

Cy: Larry Kirkman, U.S. DOE/LAAO 
Thomas Giumbly, Office of Environmental Management, U.S. DOE 
CAB «Sfc Ex-officio Members 
FUe CAB 96-01 



Memorandum 

To: Dr. Antonio Delgado, Ms. Bernadette Chavira-Merriman 
From: Hank Daneman 
Date: November 21, 1995 

Subject: Subcommittees 

I assume there is agreement that our General Meetings could be more 
effective. I would like to refer you to my note of November 1st 
recommending subcommittees and also to Antonio's early conclusion that the 
work of the CAB would largely be a product of subcommittees. 

With that in mind, I propose the Chairs survey the CAB members on the 
following: 

1. What priority would you assign to the following subcommittee issues? 
(please grade in descending order; 5, 4, 3, 2, 1, 0.) 

Environmental remediation and protection 
Science education in N. New Mexico 
Renewable energy and conservation 
Technology transfer to local businesses 
Other (please specify more than one, if desired) 

2. On which of the above subcommittees would you choose to participate? 
Please indicate first and second choices. 

I also suggest the Chairs appoint a Chairperson and Secretary for each of the 
desired subcommittees and have them schedule meetings with members 
selected by telephone based on Item 2. above. 

I propose the Chairs be responsible for meetings and agenda and the 
Secretary be responsible for all communications and reports. 

I would like to see a report from each of these subcommittees at the next 
General Meeting defining their membership and their goals as well as their 
needs from the CAB, LANL and the DOE. 
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Nuclear Waste Plant Copes 
With Last-Minute Problems 

By MATTHEW L. WALD 
WASHINGTON, Jan. 6 — Five 

years ago, officials at the Savannah 
River nuclear weapons plant near 
Aiken, S.C, dedicated a nearly com
pleted first-of-a-kind factory for 
transforming highly radioactive liq
uid wastes into a solid form suitable 
for safe storage. 

The Energy Department project 
was undertaken to meet an urgent 
need to' transfer the liquid waste 
from aging steel tanks nearby and 
make it Invulnerable lo spills, corro
sion and earthquakes. 

But the plant, the Defense Waste 
Processing Facility, which was origi
nally supposed to have opened in 
19S9, has still to begin operating and 
the cost of building and preparing it 
for operations has risen to $2 billion, 
from the $910 million that was tore-
cast when the project began in 1983. 

A similar plant under construction 
at West Valley, N.Y., near Buffalo, 
has also nni into trouble. And the 
Energy Department has delayed 
construction of a third plant, at the 
Hanford Nuclear Reservation, near 
Richland, Wash., where millions of 
gallons of waste have leaked. 

Now, officials say, the Savannah 
River plant will finally go into opera
tion, starting the decadeslong task of 
encasing the liquid wastes in glass to 
sharply cut the threat they pose. 

But there have been some late 
hitches: inspectors from Washington 
who went to Savannah River, a 300-
square-mile complex of old military 
nuclear factories, were supposed to 
carry out a final "readiness review" 
of the new factory, but equipment 
kept breaking down. 

Department officials said that 
they had expected some shakeout 
problems, but asserted that the plant 
was close to opening. Thomas P. 
Crumbly, assistant secretary for en
vironmental management, said: 
"We have problems, but not ones 
that ought to result in six-month, one-
year, two-year delays. But having 
worked In the Department of Energy 
for two and a half years, I will not 
give you a specific commitment" 

Once the plant is operating. It will 
take about 30 years to empty 51 
underground tanks that variously 
hold 750,000 gallons to 1.3 million 
gallons each of waste generated by 
the process of making bombs and the 
fuel for submarine reactors. 

The Hanford wastes are ialso mili
tary, while the West Valley wastes 
are from a failed commercial 
project that was intended to recycle 
nuclear fuel for electric utility 
plants. OHictals hope that it, too, will 
go into operation, soon. At all Uiree 
sites, the material — dangerously 
radioactive for thousands of years — 
is held In tanks never intended for 
long-term storage. 

Beside the threat of leakage, offi
cials say, the Savannah River area, 
near the Georgia border, faces a risk 
of earthquake, and the Hajiford tanks 
have produced explosive gases. 

The United States has never had a 
major "accident involving these 
wastes, which are intensely radioac

tive. In the former Soviet Union, a 
tank exploded in the southern Ural 
mountains in 1957, making a wide 
area uninhabitable ever since. 

Savannah River is a milestone for 
the Energy Department, which is 
coping with the country's legacy of 
50 years of nuclear weapons produc
tion, mostly with little thought to 
safely disposing of the wastes gener
ated by the department's predeces
sors, the Atomic Energy Commis
sion and the Manhattan Project. 

Little additional waste has been 
produced in the last few years be
cause nuclear weapons production 
has virtiially ceased. But last month 
the department decided to run a 
chemical-processing plant at Savan
nah River to change the chemical 
form of several tons of nuclear ma
terial — spent military reactor fuel 
originally intended to be mined for 
its bomb-grade plutonium — that is 
in corroding containers. That will 
produce liquid waste. 

Fifty years of 
nuclear waste ivill 
stay dangerous for 
thousands of years. 

The Savannah River factory is the 
first major project attempted by the 
department since its creation in 1977, 
with various other multibilllon dollar 
projects either never opening or slip
ping further and further Into the fu
ture, like the Waste Isolation Pilot 
Plant in salt caverns near Carlsbad, 
N.M., or Yucca Mountain, near Las 
Vegas, meant to be a permanent 
burial site for the Savannah River 
and other military wastes. 

When the inspectors visited Savan' 
nah River last month, a hoist de
signed for moving tons of waste ma
terial broke down; as did a transport
er supposed to carry out the fac
tory's final product, logs of glass 
encased In steel' cylinders 10 feet 
high and 2 feet across. Moreover, 
some factory machinery had bolts 
that might be counterfeit and too 
weak at high temperatures. The in
spection team went back to Washing
ton, not to return for a month or so, 
until what it called the plant's 
"emergent equipment problems" 
were fixed. 

Brian Costner of the Energy Re
search Foundation, a South Carolina 
environmental group, said the prob
lems raised questions about the De
partment s management and the 
way the plant was built. 

A Government safety official out
side the department, Johii T. Con
way, the chairman of the Defense 
Nuclear Safety Facilities Board, said 
that thp inspectors seemed qualified 
and the department on track, but ot 
Savannah River officials, "One could 
say, maybe they should be a little 
more thorough." 
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