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Hr. Banlto Garcia, Cchiaf

Hazardous and Radicactive
Materlale Bureau

New Maxioon Environment Deapartmant

20444 Galistan

Santa Fa, HM 87:05

Deay Mr. Garcia:

The Envircnmental Protecticn Agency (EPA) has reviewed
a Los Alampa Hational Laboratory (LANL) mamorandom datad
Seprenhar 19, 19395, on the topic of Mobila Analytical Van
Angecemant. This memorandum datails numarous probleams sith the
mARORY abil analytical vans ara . DI
rticular concarn aArs e following ltems:

e Zl o cAnalybleal cprocedures -Lor s the: mebile -vans ware not
somnynioyleed, BOT. Kepr.ox hot.kept according €0 on.geing,
ccwcosapplication: Inetrupent .and q@rkwi_ngﬁ,yé{éq._.inqnmplate:
coc o procedures fox correctlng. sample reporting errors
- were not in place or. tollowed: jhstyument calibrations
ware not routinely done or documented.

z. Work gquallity and defenslbhbility is uncertain.
Chain=-of-custody procaduras wara braoken in all .
cazas raviawadr; no moblla van Quality Aszurance '
officer waa identified for any van; XRF field blanks '
ware not routinely included in sample Queues; no
evidence of an sstablished or ioplewented guality
assurance oversigbht programw 1s available; data
guality centrel bamforw reaporting is not formal;
ne O charts are kept for trending of data and oo
guality performance samples are used to ensure the
perfocrmance of the analysis. . )

Thisz review of protocol and cperations in the moklle vans
points out .pignificant problems with how. thesa mobile
lakoratories are:pelng vused- at. LANL, Tha, lack of .proper . .
procedures mean that. work_ lrpadyhﬂgﬁghig;mﬁhilqwi;yuiiuﬂb!'u'
questionable.guality,;.and aspecially.any;XRF data. . = "
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In n latter dated Cacember 5, 1995, ErPA raquesitsd that
LANL revige their Quality Assurance Program Flan {QAFP] by
March 4, 1996, to address numerous concerns. LANL needs to also
provida documentatlon which addresses the problems with the
mobile vang or ceape to use them untill the above deficlancies arms
addressed., In addltion, LANI should ba sending at lannthggg of
all sawples collected to aoff-site laboratories as a check any
quality assurance probleas assoclated with samples analyzad
an-aita. LANL should also submlt a list of zll sites where
moblle laboratories were uaed for pample amalysdis, specifically
noting sites where XRF data was analyzed 1ln mobile laka,

Should you have any gquastions, please feal Iree to contact
M. Barbaya Drisecll at [(214) &55-7441.

Sincerely,
mvmf%al ~ Chiaf
Haw Maxico Fadaral

Faecilitian LRastion



