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D 
Refer to: 

SUBJECT: ROUTINE CONSTRUCTION WORK IN SOLID WASTE 
MANAGEMENT UNITS (SWMUs) 

Dear Mr. Garcia: 

The Department of Energy and the Los Alamos National Laboratory are 

providing a letter to you (enclosed) that outlines how the Laboratory has managed 

routine construction work that happens to occur in S\NMUs for reasons other than 

remediation. It is our understanding that the Environmental Protection Agency 

concurred with this approach. This issue is raised in somewhat ambiguous language 

in Module VIII of our Resource Conservation and Recovery Act Permit (page 32). 

Please inform us at your earliest convenience if the approach presented in the 

enclosed letter is not acceptable to you. We will continue to follow this approach 

unless you determine this approach is not acceptable to the New Mexico Environment 

Department. 

Please ask your office to contact Dave Mcinroy at (505) 667-0819 or Ted Taylor 

at (505) 665-7203, if you have any questions." 

~ 
erely; 

~~ 
Ja se1, frogram Manager 

LIE P\9ject 

JJITT/bp 

The University of California is an Equal Opportunity Employer 
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Enclosure: Letter on Routine Construction Work 

Cy (w/ enc. ): 
B. Driscoll, EPA, R.6, 6PD-N 
D. Griswold, AL-ERD, MS A906 
J. Harry, EES-5, MS M992 
B. Hoditschek, NMED-HRMB 
R. Kern, NMED-HRMB 
D. Mcinroy, EMlER, MS M992 
N. Naraine, DOE-HQ, EM-453 
D. Neleigh, EPA, R.6, 6PD-N 
P. Shanley, ESH-19, MS K498 
T. Taylor, LAAO, MS A316 
N. Weber, NMED-AIP, MS J993 
J. White, ESH-19, MS K490 
S. Yanicak, NMED-AIP, MS J993 
RPF, MS M707 

Cy (w/o enc. ): 
T. Baca, EM, MS J591 
T. Glatzmaier, DDEES/ER, MS M992 
G. Rael, AL-ERD, MS A906 
W. Spurgeon, DOE-HQ, EM-453 
J. Vozella, LAAO, MS A316 
EM/ER File, MS M992 

June 14, 1996 



-- ~--

. - 1 
I·.· 

.•• i 

Mr. Richard Mayer 

Department of Energy 
Albuaueraue Operat1ons 
Los Alamos Area Off1ce 

Los Alamos. New Mex1co 87544 

Bazardcu& Wute .MIIMqtimmt DivUiCD 
0. S. Envi%a'ln!ntal Protect.i.cn ~ r RegiCD 6 
1445 Rcu Ava., SUita 1200 
Dallas, ~ 75202-2733 

Dear Mr. Mayer: 
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jC~Tc: 

'n1e p.1rpOM of thia letter ia to ccnfim the urdera• JU"di n; reached during 
&e'.7Eal receot taleoanference~~ beble111 you and tbe ataffa of the 
U. Al..allm Area Office and ~ Al..,. Nllt.icnal I..alx1ratary (LANL), 
reqardinq notific:aticm ~ W. oc:mductiDg Inatituticmal Interim 
Meuuna in Solid Wuta Manaqeaat ~t:a (~). ~ d18C' .. :iaw were 
held CD February 13 and 28, and Mlrch l, 1991. 

'Dle Ftb:uazy 13, 1991 taleccnfereooa wa initiat:8d to di.,•• an 
acavat.:l.cm within a Still at 'l'echn:l.cal Ana (TA) 53 far tbe puqme of 
ran::ni.ng and rercutin; a l.iqu.id -.ta ~. 'Dle StMJ """"x'eri• had not 
bean detazm:i.ned precisely, and ~ arcM regarding required 
notific::at.i.cma in adwDce of .ad~ wadt, u tt.r. wee taatatiw indic::aticns 
of eJ.evatC arganic vapaEa in eail rwa&:N&CJ frail an ana just cataide tile 
a&~~\2~81 MIJ l:omduy. 'D1I8 &ita wa within tba acc.a CUJtz:ol area of the 
canstructic:ll activity. 

Q1 the buia of theM diamaaic:m, it ia cur ~ that the 
approved Inatallaticm Mark Plan ~y ~ not.ific:atiCD 
requi.raDmta. In brief, LA& will .,c•-=-! toa 

1. Ca1duct Inatit:uticnal IDtadm ~ libic:h ay iDclul5e ~l.i.n; 
and/ar excavatica in Sillll. 

2. In ~ invol.viDJ CDl.y ~lin;, ar acavatico and rep'•=--tt in 
situ of watM aDd/ar cx:rrt.-i.natad aa:U.a, ~icatico of ycur 
offia. will net be required. ~tieD will be retai.1wd far yo1r 
~ up::m ~, and all m:h Int.lll'im MIIU\Jr8 acti.viti• will 
be np:llrted in the sut:Mqumt IIICIJth' • activity repart to year office, 
.. nqu;izad by the Bazazdcua and Solid Mute ~ (Baa) pemit. 

3. In i.natancea wheraby significant wut.. and/ar CCIJtD.nated 80ila are 
to be rtm:Mid frail a 9N1 u part of an Inatit:uticnal Interim Measure, 
an oral and/or facs:imile ~icatico will be Jlllde to ycur office. 

4. As always, any c:ti.ac:xNery of releue of hazardous wat. and/ar 
oonati tua'1t8 frcm a SNfJ, ar other web repartable incident, will be 
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reported u outlined in the Installation Work Plan's procedures 
far carplying with existinq pelltli t provisial&. 

Also ~-during the February 13 teleconfererx::e was the a~lic:ability 
of OCcupational Safety and Health Adminiatraticm {CSBA) 29 CFR 1910.120 
requirarenta for worker protect:.ian and t.ra.i.nin; to varioua acti vi. ties 
within 9Mlll. Tuk II ~ C.2.f, m Page 38 of the~ pellllit 
provides that the Facility Health and Safety Plan shall be oonsistent with 
OSHA regulatic::ma. Althcugh OSHA CX.. net haft juriadictial over the 
Departm!rnt of ~ (IXJE) facill ti•, OOE hu adcpted certain C6IP. 
requlatiana. The~ oantained in a;a regulaticn 1910.120 have 
been adcpted by IXJE. 

'n1ank you far pravid,inq clarlficaticn of theM requi.ralanta. Pleue call 
this office at P'l'S 855-5027 if you have arrJ questicma reqardi.ng this 
letter. 

cc: 
R. Sana, Em'O, AL 
J. 'l'}wneli •, EPO, AL 
E. tbleZ, F~ Br., LMO 
J. PUckett, BSB-DO, I..AIIL, MS-1491 

Jerry L. Bellew 
Actin~) auf 
~. Safety and Health Branch 

L. Soholt, BSE-13, LANL, le-M91 c..­
D. Mclm'oy, BSE-8, aHL, MS-lt490 <:.,.....---
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