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Dear Mr. Johansen: 

The following is a general sampling protocol that will be 
implemented by AIP site representatives for all LANL ES and ER 
split-sampling events. The NMED DOE OB is very sensitive to any 
increased burden or inconvenience that LANL ESH and ER staff might 
take on due to requests made by the AIP. With these concerns in 
mind, the DOE OB will maintain but standardize the current sampling 
practices. AIP 1 s primary purpose for sampling procedure 
standardization is to minimize the occurrence of field sampling 
errors and to address recently heightened health and safety 
concerns that might arise during sampling events on LANL property. 
The adoption of these procedures will not compromise the AIP 1 s 
function of providing independent verification of LANL 1 s data 
resulting from these two programs. It should be noted that the AIP 
will still initiate and conduct independent sampling at LANL as per 
the Site-Specific-Protocol currently under review. 

Environmental Surveillance (ES) split-sampling events 

DOE OB staff will coordinate sampling events with the appropriate 
LANL ESH Group and will collect co-located samples during ES split
sampling events in all media except soils and foodstuffs. 
Replicate samples will be collected for soils and foodstuffs. 
During ES sampling events, DOE OB staff will not set-up/take-down, 
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or operate sampling apparatus and equipment, but rather will 
utilize equipment which LANL ESH staff has set-up for that purpose. 
It should be made clear that AIP staff will not normally assist 
LANL ESH staff in the set-up/take-down of sampling equipment. When 
circumstances arise where it is deemed necessary to assist in this 
function, AIP staff will become initiated only as appropriate 
within the guidelines of the LANL ESH Health and Safety Plan. 

DOE OB staff will measure their own field parameters and collect 
their own samples at ES sampling locations. AIP staff will use 
their own field measuring instruments and sampling conta·iners 
unless site-specific restrictions determine that LANL ESH staff 
provide the measuring instruments and sampling containers. At some 
sampling sites, if there are documented health and safety 
restrictions precluding DOE OB staff entry, AIP staff will request 
that LANL ESH staff collect their samples. 

Environmental Restoration (ER) split-sampling events 

DOE OB staff will coordinate sampling events with the appropriate 
LANL ER staff. As determined by the specific media, DOE OB staff 
will collect co-located or replicate samples during ER split
sampling events. DOE OB will continue to operate under the current 
sampling practices where LANL ER staff set-up/take-down and operate 
all sampling apparatus and equipment during an event. Also, as 
currently practiced, LANL ER staff will collect samples for DOE OB 
at all requested ER sampling locations. When requested, and as 
appropriate within the guidelines of the LANL ER Health and Safety 
Plan, AIP staff will be afforded the opportunity to measure field 
parameters with their own instruments. AIP staff will always 
provide the appropriate media sampling containers unless documented 
site-specific restrictions determine that LANL ER staff provide the 
sampling containers. 

DEFINITIONS - A split sampling event includes the following two 
sampling types: 

o replicate - an aliquot of a homogenized sample 

o co-located/sequential - samples taken next to each other or 
sequentially during the same event 
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If you have any questions concerning these procedures, p'lease 
contact me at 672-0448. 

Sincerely, 

Steve Yanicak, POC LANL, DOE OB 
New Mexico Environment Department 

SY:sy 

cc: Neil Weber, Chief, NMED, DOE OB 
John Parker, NMED, Program Manager, DOE OB 
Joseph Vozella, Chief, ESH Division, MS A316 
Ted Taylor, Program Manager, DOE LAAO, MS A316 
Tracy Glatzmaier, DDEES/ER, MS M992 
Steve Rae, LANL, ESH-18, MS K490 
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