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Date: October 17, 1996
Refer to: EM/ER:96-550

Mr. Benito Garcia
NMED-HRMB

P.O. Box 26110
Santa Fe, NM 87502

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF RFI REPORT DELIVERY
DATES FOR FY97

Dear Mr. Garcia:

In response to recent conversations with you and your staff, the Los Alamos National
Laboratory Environmental Restoration Project would like to request a bianket
extension for all Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) facility investigation
(RF1) reports due in the first half of Fiscal Year (FY) 1997. We are requesting this
extension in order to accommodate recent suggestions by your staff to incorporate
ecological risk assessment and all applicable regulations into all of our future RFI
reports. Consistent with our proposed streamlining efforts, these RFI reports would
recommend only no further action (NFA) decisions.

The ecological risk assessment (eco-risk) process is the primary driver for requesting
this extension request. As you and your staff are aware, our eco-risk assessment
methodology has received support from your staff and the Environmental Protection
Agency. It will take an estimated six months to implement an initial assessment.
Further data gaps and needs will be assessed at that point and will take an estimated
six to nine months to address remaining ecological concerns. We feel that many of the
RFI reports already submitted, as well as those that are currently being written to
address human health concerns, can incorporate eco-risk in about the March to May
1997 timeframe.

Other applicable reguiations that will be incorporated into these RFI reports include,
but may not be limited to, surface water, ground water, and air quality issues, as well
as radiological concerns. We understand your staff is working with the other bureaus
to coordinate reviews of our documents with the goal of receiving uitimate approval of
all NFA decisions.

The current FY97 baseline replan summary will be delivered to your office on or before
October 23, 1996. We will be requesting review of this replan by your staff with the
acknowledgment that it currently shows RFI reports to be submitted within the next
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six months. In order to submit the replan for Department of Energy review and
validation, we did not have time to incorporate the recent streamlining changes, eco-
risk, and other regulations and we request your staff to disregard these dates,
assuming you approve this extension request. Any reports your staff identifies as high
priority for review purposes will be submitted as requested. The current replan will be
changed in the near future based on these agreements and your approval of this
extension request. The anticipated submittal dates for RF| reports for FY97 will be
included in this change so that your staff will have dates on which to expect these
documents. You and your staff will be notified of these changes.

We believe this approach will help your staff, as well as ours, to make final NFA
decisions in a much more streamlined fashion, while incorporating all necessary
requirements to ensure the NFA decision is correct.

Please consider this request at your earliest convenience and call Tracy Glatzmaier at
(505) 665-2613 or Ted Taylor at (505) 665-7203 if you have any questions.
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