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D,r,inking'water OK, 
bp;r;·.()fficJals say ': 
they n.e~d,. to· know 
more aboufLA's 
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iWPter ·syst~.m· 
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By STEPHEN .1\ SHANKLAND 
, I • ~ ' ,t:~. <_ ' ' • • • • 

.· .. ·.· Monitm; M~naging Editor 
;,_ ,AlthoughLbs'Alamos County's . 
'~nnk!ng :;.vat~r' remains very high 
.·quality,. officials are ,concerned. 

.about ilie p<ltelitiai tm co~iatitiA).?' 
.~~··l' ·. :'~ .· ..... ,...f.rl·.··. '!'':·~~. 

,tidnof the .de~p·aquifei from.w'.h1ch 
that·watet h{c,irawn. .. . · . · · . · 

,.,. Bruc.e Gallaher, aLos Alamos 
··::r:-r ational ... Laboratory. hydrologist, 
~aid' Wednesda-y the lab will be I 
·d~lling ~ew,,test :wells . .into~,the · 
aqJ.Iifer to gathermore data on ,con­
ta~ination foulld ' in other test 
wells.·'· 
. . Gallaher was one speaker at a 
water quality panel. discussion 
organized by th~ League of 
Wo01en Voters, the Pajarito Group 
of the Sierra Club, and New Mexi­
co' Citizens for Clean Air and 
· wa.1er: ' ~ i · \ 

1 Gallaher said in recent years; 
watet: .. Jrom test' wells' has shown 
'tritium .· and' strontium-90, two 

'radioactive. isotopes, as well as 
;nitrates; Gallaher ~aid: However, in 
t}l~ case ofithe strontium-90 find­

jogs, the Jests ihems~lves are sus­
.~;p~c{:sinc~ the results h~ve nop'beeri 
r -~ .:~·- _J __ ..:.._.J'- L~ ....... .:,.l 

He emphasized that the contam~ 
inants have been found only in test · 
wells, not in the production 'wells 
that:prov.ide the county's: drinking 

·water supply. · · 

· LANL plans to build ·about 32 

test ·wells to. better understand 
what's going on with the water sys­
tem beneath . the· county, ·Gallaher 
said. 

There currently are eight test 
wells, 'four oLthem built in about 
1950 and.four in about 1960, and 
their age is showing: The test wells 
penetrate 600to 1,000 feet below 
the surface; just to . the .top of the 
main aquifer that lies deep under­
grm~nd: 'The production wells pen­
etrate deeper into the aquifer, 
stretching down.l,OOO' to 3,500 
feet. · · 

The test wells don~t ·begin to 
cover the .an:!a. the· fab's activities' 
have affected,' Gallaher :said. ,The ·• 
westem.one-third.of.the lab's prop­
erty, :where m~ny potentially ;cont- · 
aminating activities'.have occurred,. 
has rio wells atall, he said. < 

. The New M~xico Enviro~en,t 1 
Department is "concerned" about 
contamination risks from. the. lab, 
said Steve Yanicek~of NMED's" 
Department of ;Energy· ·Oversight , 
Bureau.· Yanicekiwas another·· 
speaker at the meetii1g. · 

And Kim Hill, another panelist . 
· frorri NMED, said scientists lack a 

basic understanding of how the 
water system works. ' 

"We don;t have a lotofthe sim­
ple . information' to ·.• : detennil;1e 
whether. _ground .water ~ilJ'.be 
affected or not;t: 'Hill'said. ,;;.:.}',•;;,.,:. ·: 

.·. NMED:~'analy~es:c';~:split···san't7 
pies," in which the ,NMED and 

(Please see WATE~, Page·7) 

LANL. separately analyze water 
ta:ke'n from thesaine sample,·· ' ·· 

Yanic.ek• said 
1
the····strohtium-90 

finding was "questionable~·· How­
ever, it's significant' enough to'.war- . 

rantfurther testing,he'.said:·•, '·'· 
The strontiurn-90.,was found in, 

upper Pueblo Canyon/ Gallaher . 
said.. ·, . ,, · · · ·. · •... 

The triti~m •.. a, radioactivg. iso" . 
" 1 ,'· -, : ' ~ . .;, . : '.' . ' . • . ' . ' 

tope ' of,. hydro·gen, :. was found m 
Pu~~)o; Los.Alamos,·~d: Mortan-. 
dad' ~anyons:•It was found a~ lev.els 
,l/50th of the 'allp~ed, drinking 
water, lirriits, and the ·.U.s.··Public ·' 
Health Service concurred that there 
is no risk, Gallaher said: r . 
. The nitrates were found. in lower · 
Puebl~ Canyon .. · ·· y :. .i · · '. 

. In addition, the current test wells : 
ilre· ''very ~old 'and .. inadeq~aie:'~·ancr · 

· shotild'be rephtced,", Yanicek said; 
Another reason for co~cemis that 
contaminants ,can .• ta:ke,decades ·to.· 

move through the ground: 
~ NMED agrees . with .. LANL that · 

. tllearinking water qu'ality i;Fquite:c 
good~" Yanicek said. ·· ·· ' . . 

· A.n' NMED' findin'g that the lao 

has~'t complied wJt1i its, haz~~d~u~ 
waste permit gave "the· force ·of 
la'Y" to the lab's program to build 
newtest·Wells,_Oallah¢rsaid.·When 
Uie notice ofnoncompliance came, 
"that .was the hammer that caine 
do:wn,"he said. .. , , ·.. ., , 

The' lab currently enylstons, 3:f 
new wells, each costing a minimum 
of about $500,000, 'to be bllilt~over 
··the next seven to eightyears. 

. 'It's. not clear.exactly ·how' rhany 
test wells. will be 'reqhir~d~ Gallaher. 
and Hill said. The lab and NMED 

. will e~aluat~ ·the· :'data from the 

. wells as' th~y are installed to 'plan' 
how to proceed.· ' · ' · · ' · · · : 
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