more about LA s
water system '

Momtor Mz nagrng Editor
qualrty, offrcrals are . conc
t

that watet isdrawn.. .

' Bruce Gallaher a Los Alamos
”Natronal Laboratory hydrologrst
said’ Wednesday the lab will be

dnlhng new,; test -wells_into. the !

aqurfer to gather more, data on con—
‘tamination, found m other test
wells

Gallaher was one speaker at a
water Quality . panel . drscussmn
orgamzed by, the League -of
‘Women Voters, the Pajanto Group
of the Sierra Club, and New Mexi-
co Citizens_for Clean A1r and
Water e !
{
water; from test’ wells has shown
trrtrum and strontrum -90," two
radloactlve 1sotopes, as well aS'
n' ates,; Gallaher sald However, in
the case of‘the’ strontium-90 find-
.»'1ngs, the tests' themselves are_ sus-
&p tj_'smce the results have not been
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Although Los Alamos County $ -
:dnnkmg water remains very- hrgh

Gallaher sard in recent years;

LANL 48585 smg 00

"He empha51zed that the contam-.
inants have béen found only i in test:
“wells, not-in the productlon ‘wells
that;provide the county s dnnkmg
' water supply. - "

LANL plans’ to bu11d about 32

test 'wells to . better understand
‘what’s going on with the water sys-

tem” beneath the county, Gallaherj
said. = 7 :

. There currently are erght test
wells; four .of. them ‘built in about
1950 and four:in ‘about 1960, and

‘their age'is'showing: The’ test wells
‘penetrate 600 to- 1,000 feet below
‘the surface, just to the top ‘of the

main aquifer:that lies deep under-;
ground. ‘The production wells pen-
etrate- deeper into the' aquifer,
stretching* down 1,000 to '3, 500
feet. " = .

The test wells ‘don’t: begm to;

-cover the -area the:, 1ab’s activities®
“have’ affected,’ Gallaher said., The”

western one-third of the lab’s prop--
erty, where' many potentlally ‘cont-:
aminating:: activities’ have. occurred

'has no wells at:all, he said.

The New Mexrco Envrronment
Department  is- ““concerned”. about
contamination risks from the lab,

\sald Steve Yamcek of NMED’s
‘ Department of Energy Oversrght
Bureau.”: Yanicek' was another

speaker at the meetmg :
And Kim Hill, -another: panehst

+ from’ NMED, said scientists lack a;
basic understandmg of how the

water'system works. v :
- “Wedon’t have a lot of: the sim-

ple:: mformatron’ 0. determme‘

ples,”_ in Wthh the  NMED - and‘
v(Pleavse see WATER, Page7) - :

LANL separately analyze water‘“""

taken from ‘the same sample e

Yanlcek“ sard {the “’strofitium- 90" i

ﬁndmg was “questlonable : How—,

ever, it’s significant enough‘to war-

rant further testing,: he said:

" THe strontium-90. was- found 1n_t-.fi‘
’ upper Pueblo Canyon

sard

The tntlum ,_a radroactrve iso-
‘tope.” of . hydrogenf was found ‘in~
Pueblo Los. Alam s, and! Mortan-
" dad canyons It was found at levels .
1/50th of -the" allowed drinking -
 water, limits, -and the U.S."Public'’
" Health ‘Service concurre that therei

is no risk; Gallaher said &

. The n1trates were. found in lowerfr

Pueblo Canyon.

In addition, the curre {
are “very old’ and 1nadequat
- should be’ replaced ” Yanicek sa1d

Another reason.for: concem is that "
contaminants can‘ ‘take’ decades to';"

‘move through the ground

; NMED agrees with LANL:thatf

the drinking waté?tiﬁEhty 1s qurte
good ” Yanicek said; :

“An’ NMED' fmdmg that the lab
hasn’ t cornphed ‘with' 1ts hazardous
waste permlt gave “the force of
law” to the:lab’s: program  to build
‘new:test: wells Gallaher said. When
the’ notrce of: noncomphance came,
“that: was the hammer that came”
down,’f he said.

. The"lab. currently env151ons 32
‘Dew. wells, each costmg a mmrmum
of ‘about $500 000; to be built.over.
:the next: seven to eight years. .

CIt’s. not clear: exactly how’ many’
test wells will be requrred Gallaher
~and Hill sard ‘The lab ‘and NMED
~will: -evaluate the; ‘data: from’ the
-wells as they are mstalled t pl
how to proceed. R

: Gallaher"
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