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Independent Auditor Cancels LANL Audit because 
of DOE Interference 

Concerned Citizens for Nuclear Safety takes DOE back to court 
for violation of Oean Air Act Settlement 

Concerned Citizens for Nuc:lear Safety (CCNS) has taken the 
Department of Energy (DOE) back to court less than 6 months alter a court 
approved Consent Decree settled a CCNS lawsuit directed at DOE violations 
of the federal Clean Air Act at Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL). At 
issue is the settlement stipulation requiring that DOB/LANL submit to an 
independent audit by outside experts to determine whether LANL is in 
compliance with the Clean Air Act. The Consent Decree resulted from a law 
suit filed by CCNS to force LANL to monitor its radioactive air emissions in 
accordance with the law. CCNS President Caron Balkany said Dr. John Till, 
leader of the independent audit team, shut the project down because he 
would not cave in to lab demands that would have limited the scope of the 
audit. "The Consent Decree expressly prohibits DOE's interference with the 
independent audit, " Balkany said. 

CCNS's attorney, Carol Oppenheimer said, "The lab still thinks it is 
above the law. After 5 years of violating the Clean Air Act, it is still looking 
for loop holes to evade its legal obligations. This community and its citizens 
are entitled to the independent audit required by the Consent Decree and we 
intend to get it." 

Oppenheimer today filed in court two motions directed to other actions 
by the lab. According to CCNS Executive Director Lee Lysne, "DOE is reneging 
on its agreement to pay for CCNS to monitor the audit and has also refused to 
provide the proper radiation detection equipment for the equipment loan 
repository which was created for community use. The equipment the lab has 
purchased for public use will only detect contamination in the ambient air, 
not in soil, water or vegetation. This is totally unacceptable, particularly in 
light of new information released earlier this week by the New Mexico 
Environment Department DOE Oversight Bureau confirming that 
radioactive contamination has migrated off-site from the lab into 
surrounding areas. It is a sad state of affairs when citizens have to repeatedly 
sue the government to make them keep their promises." 

107 Cienega Santa Fe • New Mexico • 87501 • USA 505-986-1973 



PAGE 02 

07/24/1997 21:50 5059860997 

·.···· 

FRIDAY, JULY 25, im 

Feds ·Hindering LANL Review,_J 
Anti-Nuclear GrouP Charges -
BY IAN. Bo~ Asency that ,Wd., the lab's ~in- phone at his office or home In South 
Jo14,_lSt4ff.Wri1e,. pliance with tbt ac:t. . .. ~ !t'·' Carolina. :.: . 

. "1bia would dearly be outside.the · Bal.kany said TiU must review the 
TheU.S.DcpartmentofEnCr'lfit scope of the audit," G. Tbom.as f, era1 

thwarting a court-ordered indepen. Tod" chief of the DOE's ., •• "1___ ed compliance aifMJDent to 
d t "eVI' w t T ~ .a 1 N .. __ , ..., UH1 AloaQI He whether iu rules actually would 

en • • o ....,., A&aDlos auvuu os Atc.a Office, wrote ii.l a July 21 b 
Laboratory's compliance with the letter to TW. rinc the lab into compJJanee \llith 
federal Clean Air Act. an anti- The Federal F W Co the Clean Air A.ct. 
nuclear -..up c:"·-d Thursday.. ac ty mpliaDc:e .. All he's AYinf.is, I'm not soinl •·- ......... Alfecment bet\ffeell the DOE ucl '"· ... _ · 

RadiAtion expert John. 'nll, Idled· rbe u.s. E.DviroD111ental Prutecdott to ..-.ve my ,_. tie4 in advance 
\&led to start an independent check Aaency Jets the rules for the lab's about it (the aucfit)," Balkany aid. 
on the Jab's complLancc: next week, coQlptianc:e with the act. CCNS al$o allqea the DOE ia 
ba.s canceled his visit because of a CAron Balkalty, 1 .. lawyer ami breaking other part• of the settle-
dispute with local DOE officials, president of CCNS, ·clwtiled 'lbdd. alent, for eumple, by buyiq radiA-

A Santa Fe-buecl uti-nuclear on Thunday. b)'l· saytna hit letter tioa-monitorine equipment tor pub
lf'OUp, Concemed Citizena for violates rbe ·court-approved settle- lie loan that cannot detect radtation 
Nuclear Satetr, is uk:int a tedetll ment. in soil, water or planu. · 
judie to find the DOE bl contempt "It's supposed to be an indepen- A DOE apokeaDWl said the 
ot court over the dilpute. dent audit,". Balkany N1d. "Neitber qency was "autpriaecl" at 'IUI'a 

The DOE last year admitted 31 of party, not CCNS nor DOE, is suP.: caneellation ud th~ t:onteiDpt 
33 vents far radioac;tive contami- po4ed. to Interfere. It a1ao says the motion. · 
nanta at ita weapons lab were not iD scope ot the audit ia qp to the aucfi- "We beli~ve we've been operating 
compliance with the Clean Air Aa, tor." under the spirit or the (settlement), 
aa CCNS allered iD a 1994 lawsuit. The ~vist &roUp auspeets the bt~t we expect to contact biD1 (Till) 

The DOE contendJ the lab is now EPA's ap-eement ia too 1u: and ia Bd work thine• out With him 
in compliance ud, ln a historic set- beiq usecl by the DOE and tbe lab directly," Mid Grer · · Sahd, 
tlement in January, qreed to pay u cover for not fully complYinl spokesmanfortheDOE'aLosAlam-
nn·s firm, RadioloJical Auell- withtbeCleuAlrAct. OII.Al'eaOffice •.•. :.:· ..... ~. -~·· 
ments Corp., for indepettdent auctits "After five yean ot nolatinr the. A kb spokamu, Jim l>aaoeski-
ro verity the compliaace. ·· .. Clean Air Act. it (the lab) u .UU. · old, called CCNS'I demands~-· 

This week, however, the DOE's lookina for·loopholes·to avoid Ita- IODabl.e." · ' ': · •. : · :,-.;,;; 
top local offlCial iDaisted TUl not lepl obligationJ," laid CCNS'I "We think iri aood thete ~aU:ea' 
evaluate the key qreement with attorney, Carol Oppeabelmer. arc being brouaht before the coun: 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Till could DOt be reached by for resolution," be Mid. : · 

-- .... --


