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Los Alamos National Laboratory 
ESH-20, Ecology Group 
P.O. Box 1663, Mail Stop M887 
Los Alamos, New Mexico 87545 
(505) 667-0815 I FAX: (505) 667-0731 

Steve Yanicak 
Environment Department 
Department of Energy Oversight Bureau 
P.O. Box 1663, MS J993 
Los Alamos, NM 87 545 

Date: June 7, 1999 
Refer to: ESH-20/Ecol-99-0215 

Subject: Review of DOE Oversight Bureau submittal of 1998 flora and fauna 
Environmental Surveillance data 

Dear Mr. Y anicak: 

Thank you for the opportunity to review the Department of Energy (DOE) Oversight 
Bureau (OB) 1998 flora and fauna Environmental Surveillance (co-located) data 
contained in a letter to Mr. Joe Vozella, AlP POC, dated May 20, 1999. In general, there 
are many inconsistencies between LANL and NMED split samples including different 
collection dates, locations, and media. I have enclosed all of the chain-of-custody records 
produced at LANL (and a few produced by LANL for NMED) for your review. Below 
are a few examples of those discrepancies and/or suggestions for revision: 

1. Table 1. The table title lists produce data but the table contains data on eggs and 
milk. Suggest renaming the table or constructing a new table. 

2. Table 1 and 2. We have no record ofT A-52 (apples) collected on 8/14/98, TA-41 
(peaches) collected on 8/14/98, and TA-3 (peaches) collected on 8/14/98. We do 
have a TA-3 (peaches) collected on 8119/98 (chain of custody enclosed). 

3. Table 1 and 2. We have no record ofPajarito Acres (apples) being collected on 
8/18/98. We do have a record of White Rock (apples) collected on 8/18/98. 

4. Table 1. Eggs were a composite from White Rock/Pajarito Acres rather than just 
from White Rock and the date of collection was 5/19/98 instead of 5/27/98 (chain-of
custody enclosed). 

5. Table 1 and 2. North Mesa (apricots) were collected on 8/19/98 instead of8/18/98 
(chain-of-custody enclosed). 

6. Table 1. Pena Blanca (goats milk) was not an independent sample as stated in the 
footnote section-it was collected by ESH-20 and split with NMED (chain-of
custody enclosed). 



7. Table 3. Date of collection of fish from Cochiti was 6/16/98 rather than 6/18/98 and 
C-BF-9 (catfish) was a carp (chain-of-custody enclosed). 

8. Table 4. C-SF-4 (pike) was collected on 6/16/98 instead of6/18/98 (chain-of-custody 
enclosed). 

9. Table 4. Pajarito Acres (apples) was WR/PA collected in White Rock (chain-of
custody enclosed). 

Again, thanks for the opportunity for review. Please call me at (505) 667-0815, or e-mail 
at fresquezp@lanl.gov, if you wish clarification of my comments. 

PF:rm 

Enclosures: a/s 

Cy: John Parker. NMED, DOE OB, MS 19931 
Tim Michael, NMED, DOE OB, MS J993 
Joe Vozella, DOE, AlP POC, MS A316 

~ ~t~~\VJ~~~ 
JUN 1 5 1999 

OOE OVERSIGHT BUREAU 

Sincerel~j {jM' o/ 
Philip R. Fresquez, t.D. 
Environmental Scientist/Radioecologist 
Ecology Group 
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