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CERRO GRANDE FIRE: AFTERMATH
ER ACTIVITIES TO REDUCE THE POTENTIAL MOVEMENT OF CONTAMINATION AT POTENTIAL
RELEASE SITES

Over the past decade, the Laboratory has identified approximately 2,100 historical sites with a
potential for the release of contamination. The majority of the sites have been evaluated and a large
number have been found to contain no contamination or insignificant quantities of chemical or
radioactive contamination. The sites are called “potential release sites,” or PRSs, because they may
Or may not contain contamination.

After the Cerro Grande Fire, a High Performing Team was established consisting of staff from the
Environmental Restoration (ER) Project, New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) and the
Department of Energy (DOE). The Team evaluated all PRSs located within the burned area to
assess which ones had been touched by flame. It was determined that 315 PRSs had been impacted
to some degree by the fire.

The 315 sites were individually field checked to determine which ones needed erosion control
measures, called Best Management Practices, or BMPs. The results of Standard Operating
Procedure 2.01 (Surtace Water Site Assessments) were also referenced to verify which of the 315
sites had the highest *““pre-fire” erosion potential to assure that no sites “fell through the cracks”. Of
the 315 PRSs, 91 were recommended for BMPs. The ER Project established a schedule (see below)
for the placement of BMPs at the 91 PRSs. BMPs include the placing of protective jute matting,
rock check dams, log-silt barriers and straw wattles, as well as other actions to control runoff and
erosion.

Projected BMP Implementation Schedule

The following table shows the number of PRSs, their locations by technical area, start and
completion dates for the implementation of BMPs:

# of PRSs PRS locations Start date Completion
Date

10 TA-11 5/21/00 5/24/00

29 TA-6, 14, 15, 6/14/00 7/15/00
22, 36, 40, 49

34 TA-16, 46, 5/29/00 7/15/00
15 (R-44)

18 TA-4,5,42, 48 6/27/00 7/15/00

Total: 91 PRSs

The ER Project used three subcontractors to complete the work described above. The
contractors were required to provide Site Specific Health & Safety Plans (SSHASP),
HAZWOPER safety training and “L or Q Cleared” staff prior to entry into the field. The
following pages show contour maps with PRSs plotted, photographs of the fire damage at
several of the PRSs and the types of BMPs that were installed.
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