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Agencj certifies new 
·WIPP ·waste- container-

· . weighing up to ·1,000 pounds 
The Ass!)ciated Press each.- It is also capable of carry-. 

ing four 85-gallon drums. . 
CARLSBAD - 'the , u.S.· · -Engineers began designing -th~

Nuclear.Regulatory Com~sio~ . HalfPACT in an effort to maJti..., 
has appro\ied a new radioactive- Drize shipping. capacity to co'mply . 
waste container_ to baul ship-. with U.S. Department of Than5-
ments to· the Waste lsolBtion Pilot : portation weight regulations. ·. 
Plant in southern ~e~ Mexico. · while the · TRUPACT . is 

The so-called HalfPACT coD, · de~ig~ed to carry 14 55-gallon 
tiliner is about 30 inches shorter .drums, some waste tlrums weigb 
than the TRt1PACT-II - or ·the . more than normal and· ppt the 
'Iransuraitic Package·. 'l'raitS-'. '.shipment over the weight limit. 
·porte:~ MOdel 2 -that is curren~.-. . DOE officials sai4 a· transPorta
Iy be~ng used.: . . , ·. . . tion. carrier will be ·able· to haul 
.· The HalfPAcT is deSigne..d.'tQ , ·tiiree fntly.loaded-llalfPACT'con" · 
carry seven S~gallori d'r:uni$ ·. taitie~s:· ·· ·. . :~ . · · . . · . . . . . . 

.·lANL·coniiilbei ·.·:: .· 
. -·b~il_di-..1 complex: ' .. ... 

'· _--: · ~~uction of a c~mpi~x at . :. · 
. Lo~ Alamos National Laboratory :· 

that will hoUse ~ tastesteom~ 
_PUter in the WOrld is back On . .. 
track following last M,_y•s·.eerro · 

.. .G~de fiie, aceordiDg·to infor~ · .. 
rnation from the project's'. . : . 
des~nef •. ·- : . . .. . ... 

:- :Tbe$62.5 inillion, 29:t,ooO :·. . . ·· 
. · SCP.Iare-foot {acility, called the - · .. : 
: Strategic Co~Utiq·Coinple~ ·iS 
. 5Ched~~:to be completed in ' 

Depember, 2001, accordin·g to 
· tiJe Fort Worth firm'of Carter & 

Burges_&,· · 
· · The f"1re delayed cOnstruCtion· 

by more than two weeks. ' ' ' 
. ~n comple~ the complex 
will be th~ -~~ oni coitiifuter . 

. . capable· of. perfo~ining 30' million 
, o(lerationl!;per seeond/" .' · ., . · · 

I \IIIII \\Ill IIIII 1\1111111111111111 
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. . .. '~' !!..1'}/''·. '.' . . . . . ·A9· .-en~,tiii~FIIis -. · 
'Ha11Plel"; taCIOSctive 
Ylast8-container 

CARLSBAD (AP)- ·The U.S. NucJeai Regulatory Commission has 
approved a new r_adioaetive-W!l$.te Contain~ tQ 'haul ship~ents to ihe Waste 

. Isolation Pilot Plam in southern New MCX:ico. 
The so-tal led· HalfPACI' c~ntaincr is 'aiX>ut. 30 inche~ ·shorter than the 

TR.UPACT-0- or th~ Transuranic P~Jc~.'frartsporter Mpdel:~ -that is curRlritiy lieiDi uSed. . . " . . . . . . . 
~-~ACT u;~~~~ ~~ -~ye(~L~IIon ~-\y~i_ghing~u., w l ;.(J(X)·po.rids' eacll:,'Jr is if:lso capable Of canymg' four· 85-gitllon drumS. 
Engi~ bcg~,de5~njng the ~f!~C'!::in~~ eff~JO-~!!X~ze spi~ · ping capactty ro ·eomply with J.f.S:' 11epatUiient 'pt?fnirispm-tation weight regu1ations. . · · ' 

· -While the' TRUPAcr is designed to carry )4 ~5-g~Uok druins. ~ 
waste drwna weigh more than normal and put the sbipinent'over tbe _weight 

_limit.'l>OE officials said a ir~~bn cBniCJ:,Mil beable.to haiii-tbree 
fully· loaded· HaJtPAcr. conrmnei's ~ithout · d~clmg; ~ .. --T'ra~&pO~tion· ·nepart.nent•sliiriit. · :· . . ·- ·.· · ·· ·· ~~:·_;· :~~: · · _:· ·'· : .... _.'·::·.> , . 
.. The DOE estimated- _that.'using· the new eeli~ner·wiiFsave la:Xpayers · 
more'tl,iaii· $60 m'illion and eliminate alfo~t ~;~j;fu~i:ed _shipmtiitS: tQ ·' : .. 
WJP.P'a'v'Cl' itS ~S:year·o~ng life.· . ·. -/. · · :. : · · .. : : · ·: ·. : · . . 
· The=~tciy, ~hich aeceptetl its fJrSt~.ti~e--Sbipin~nt.in March .. :: · 

1999;wu'.deSigned to pamanehtiy ~-plutOni~inated·w• 
inore tbai1.2;JOQ feet u~ridi-.aooc:nt8alt beds.'-The w~ste -:S~eh · .· 
thin~~ as·i»ii~~~ ·Ciqdji~~!~ls, -d~~ jmd_ re5id~ · ~ c6me·s,fi:~m · . -the'iiiiMi~·defi!hse·C:fut~~~ ~ · .r.··- .. ' · _,,.. · · .. ,:._ · · · ....... , ' .. · -...~>:*. .. ·-
. ::.':.;; .. _. ;.~, .... ~:... :, --~,-.:·=-~\."\ ~'~~ . ·. ·:·.-·;_-.. ~-.-~.~.l.:.:t,.~~:.:·~ .. : ____ ,~,--· . .·.· ._ ... ·. ::: ·. ··~( .. 

:.·.~· ... · .~.:iii/:·-h ,r--~ ~1i:.::J:iiis( 3 ·ri :;. H- , : · · · 
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wildfire threat ·around ·labs ,; 

By Stacey Zolt said gy's systems must be '·'state-of~the-
. ZOLTS@ABQTRIB.COM / (202) 408-2726 , The capstone of Richardson's re- art" and that he .is counting on the 

WASHINGTON- In hopes of forms is a 16-memberindependent commissiontokeephimabreastofthe 
p~ting a replay oflast summer's commission of natiottal1.y-recognized · latest technologies. ··· · 
wildfire disasters, Department of En-. fire-safety professionals who will ad- At the helm of the comniission is 
ergy Secretary Bill Richardson an- vise the agency and check off on the Stev~n Cozen, a Phil~delphia-based 
nounced a three-part plan to upgrade state of its fire protection and einer- attorney who· specializes in crisis re-

, and enhance tlie agency's fiie preven~ gency response systems. , sponse to catastrophic fires and~-
tion and~nse mechanisms. 5econd,.an ~temal Department of ... • al ~: · ·. • . · · 

, · ·Fires at: artd around three of the de- . Energy teain will review the dePart- . "Our oqjective is to.provide inde
.. partment's labs:___ Los Alamos Na- ment's fire safety and emergency_ pendent and Critical experience and 
. tiQnalLabomtoiy,Jdaho National en- maha.gelil.en.t capabilities. Th.i¢, the guidance," CoZen said_ 

-.: · gineering'andEnvirorimentalLabora- · depmjmentwill:fOrmaliuiitsreJation- _ Co-:ehairs are Dr. Ja.ck Snell_ and 
. . tory and the Hamord Site near Red- . ship with the Departments'ofAgri- · Jessi~ Ro~ conic froin ~Public 

I ·mond, wash. _· resulted in about cultUre and Interior with aMenioran- seCtor. Snell is director of the Nation
$300 million in damage at the labs ·dum of UnderstandiDg to work to- · ·_al ~tute o~StandardS andTechnol

. alone, Richardson said · · gether in_preparation, prevention and· ·ogy, Building and Fire Researeh Lab-
Keith Kli.tie, -site manager at· the response in fire emergencieS. . omtory at the Department ofCom-

Hanford.Site, described ·the fire as· ~·What·we want is an independent .. merce, .and Roberson is a President 
"one of natUie's most frightening sit-: . cpmmission of our Dation's best and ' Clinton:aJ?Po~te4 membei of the De
uations." . brightest to validate the steps that we fense Nt1elear Facilities Safety Board. 

"But we also know that these fires are taking," Richardson said, einpha-. . "In other words this is the iiiost ex
. ~not the 18st that we. will see," he sizing that the Departinent ofEner- perienced and best possible coinmis-

••-• •-•-·. r _____ A 1 
i ---------------~------~------------~~~--~ 

sjon of fire expertS we have in this imately$250,000annuallytooperate, . ~losetohome(ortheNewM~xt~Da:"' 
.country," Richardson said . has two .years to complete their busi- tive. . · · ~,... , 

On Oct.· 2, Richardson ordered. a ness, but the secretary may extend· "This was parti~arly a sad .mo-
thorough evaluation of the Depart- their term.; • . m,ent for.mc,": because these werefor
ment of Energy's fire readinesS, and The coinm.ission will endure. the · mer neighbors of mine," he said re~ 
the commisSion's first task will be to chance in administration-no matter ferring to his y~ as a' u.s.-:con-
evaluate.thatreport. Then the com- .ifAlGoreorr.-........w.Bushwinthe · · tin thedistribtin-"'"""~6"' ' gressman represen g l"iitd 

· ·. misSion will review .implementation hotly contested presidential mce. eluding Los Alanios. · · '. .Jl.i~ 
oftheproposedMemorandumofUn- ''Thefactofthematteristhattheis- Coinm.ission member . H~ld 
derstanding between the Departments . Sues remain" Cozen said ''They l¥tve Schaitberger, whoisgeneral *t 
ofEnergy, Agriculture and Interior. to be dealt with." . of the National Fue· Protectio . ~_...t 

Finally, the panel will produce a fi- In the event that his turn as Energy ciation, a labor union for firefi
11 ~"'· 

· nal report for public release on their Secretary ends with Clinton's exit in . said the lab areaS pose a uni · 
findings and recommendations. January, Richardson hopes these im- lenge to the firefighting co . ty 
. The goal of the three-prong im- . provements will become part of his because they are "urban int ace" 
provementprogrnm is to get ready for legacy. . zones where the natural Ian~ in
·the inevitability that next summer may ''I felt that it was responsible for me , te~es With ~e. busines~ atL~i-
bring more wildfires. to make an assessment of how we dentlal commumtles. · ~: 

''To some extent these are a fact of deal with fires," he said "I wanted to This juXtaposition means th~yre-
. life, but prevention and control are the be sure that we had the best techilol- fighters J;Dust be tmined to mov~eas
goalS of the commission," Roberson ogy, the best people and the best plan ily between "wildland firefigh~d 

-said · to deal with fires in the future." structuml firefighting," Schait~er 
The group, whic~ will cost approx- The Los Alamos fire hit especially said · : -a· 

~ ~:~·· . 
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Bill Wicker. 202/586--5827 

RELEASE 
De(."e)nber :4-,20 

Energy Department, Sandia and Navajo Nation artne1~ 

To Advance Initiatives Benefitting Indian Co ntry 

Will Promote TechnicaL Economic and Educatimial Collabor 

Sect-etary of En~rgy Bill Richardson today joined Navajo Nation President Kelsey B 

Sandia N:ttional Laboratories Executive Vice Preside11t .Toau Woodm-d, in signing n a 

und¢rstanding (MOll) to promote collaboration on critical kchnicaL ~conomic and 

initiatives. 

··nus agreement is the Depru:t.ment' s lat~st step toward building a stronger partncrsl 

Navajo Nation in which oLll". science and teclmology can most beneti.t the Navajo pe 

Richa.I-dson said ... Sandia 's.s~ienti!.1s have worked .::loselv with Navajo scientists 

~xperts on several energy-related projects. including one that uses photovol1~ics to [ 

to Navajo ho1nes at remote sites.·· 

1011 

aye and 
.morandum of 
ucational 

wi1h the 
lc," Secretary 
economic 
vide elc:ctri~ity 

11le MOU cites sevual po1ential areas of collaboratio11 aud coo~ration which indL 

regional economic devdopment and. quality e~ation~ providing broad se1vic.:H fro 

Corporate Business Developtnent and Pa11nerships Oftice and using Sandia ·s e:\:p~ i ·1!- and 

resources to help address teclulical issues on h1dian Lnndrs. 

TI1e sig11.ing of the MOll follows n directive by Secretary Richardson to Sandia ru1d 

Department's laboratories to create partnerships with tribes and pueblos. Several S 

met with Navajo k:aders. including Navajo Nation Vice President Taylor McKenzi 

Nation Econol'rtic D~w~loper Sharlene Begay-Platero. to outline t~nns. Thrct Nav. 

legislative bodies~ includi11g th~ economic development committee. natural resour 

and the intergovenun~ntal t·elations L:onunittee - approved the agre~meut. 

(Mor,:) 

R-00-296 

.... ' • .1. 

1er Ell.!l"g)' 

dia ~mployees 
nd Navajo 
Nati011 

s eommittee 

• u.s. CJ.>ptlrlh~lll ~I'B•aerg;v • • ilt'tul•illgloiL DC JS.S • 
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SMdia National Laborato1·ie'S are. operat~d for the Ell~t·gy D~parlment by Lockheed . rtin. With 
facilities in Albuquerque. and Livennore. Calif .. Sandia has major research and deve mc11t 

responsibilities in national security, energy and envirorunentnl te.clmologics. and c;co1 mo:: 

com pditivcness. 

-DOE-

R-00-296 

• I.I.S D.fJ:rtU'UIItlll of l!l~l'gv • • • 

P. 005 
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·NE\\'S MEDlA CONTACT: FOR IMMEDI A R.El.EASE 
Biii'Wicker, 2021586-5827 December 4~ 200 

Secretary Richardson Delivers on Bold P ~~: 

To. Return Historic Homelands to Native A 
-

Restores Ow11ership of More Than 85,000 Acres to U Tribe 

Energy Secretary Bill Richardson today brought 10 closure a historic process he se motion last 

January: the largest voluntary return ofland to Native Americans in the Lower 48 

than a century. 

In a ceremony at the Ute Indian Reservation in nonheastem Utah, Secretary Richa 
bios promise to restore to Ute: ownership and control of more than 85,000 acres in a 
aboriginal homd•md of the Ute people. The undeveloped tract ofland had been th 
of Energy's Naval Oil Shale Reserve No.2. ln 1916, it was Laken from the Ute T 
Go\.'~mment for use as a potential source of fuel for the Navy's oil-burning ships. 

''Today we're doing the right thing, because 1and and the environment have alway 
Na[ive American identity;· said Secretary Richardson. ··With the cooperation oft 
which is commemorating the 90111 anniversary of the federal law that established th 
Reserves, we are fulfilling a pledge made 113 years ago to the Ute people by rem 

rea thal is Lhe 
.S. Department 

e by the U.S. 

een the essence of 
United States Na\•y, 

Naval Oil Shale 
g the1r land.'' 

In legislation proposed by Secretary Richardson in January, following the signing a 
memorandum of understanding with tribal leaders, the department asked for autho · ation to begio 

cleaning up the Moab site in southern Utah and to return to the Utes the land som 5 miles to the 
north. The legislation, whiCh was passed by Congress in October, has since been ed into Jaw 

by President Clinton . 

As part of the land return. the Ute Tribe has agreed to establish a LJuarter-mile lan 
7 S-mile stre.tch of the Green River that will be protected as environmentally sensit 
River, one ofthe nation's most scenic and famous rivers, winds across eastern Ut 
of undeveloped backcoumry and ancient canyons. Additionally, the United States 
percent royalty from future energy produc:rion on the land to help fund the clean-u 

fifth largest pile of uranium mill tailings near Moab, Utah. 

(MORE) 
R-00-297 

• u.~./Hportmenl oftruargy • Office of Public Af!oir~ 

onidor along a 
e. The Green 
through miles 
tains a nine 

of the- nation's 
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The Moab tailings, which are piled 110-ft. high and located dangerously close to tl 
and two national parks -- Arches and Canyonlands -- are the radioactive...contamin 
nearly three decades of uranium nrining operations. The tajlings contain low level 
from uranium and ra.iiium, as well as huardous chemicals and metals. The c.lean 
by the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission. with participation by the State ofUt 

-DOE-
R-00-197 

P. 003 
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NEW 
FOR IMMEDIATE 
Novem.bE'r 28, 2000 

Secretary.Richardson Announces ·Fel 
To Research History of Atomic 

Scholarship Honors Nuclear Pioneer D1·. Glenn S 
Aims To Provide Definitive Reco1·d of Nuclear 

ti.S. EnP•·gy Secn:tary Bill Ridun'llson has esmblished a new Energy Depa•·t• 
feUowship dmL will take a look atnt()l"l' lJum five 'lecades ofnudcar histoa-y. T • "Gic:>mt 
T. Seaboa·g FeUowship in Nuclear History" will focus on the atomic.· age,li·OJn i birth to 
dte pa·esent, and is intended to prov.ide quality scJtolarsb.ip tor b1·ond public cfu ibutiou. 

Se-cretary Ricltal'dson annoauu:ed the fellowship tod~y dUting a visit t~ AugliS 
help celebrate tbe 50«11 anniversary of the Department ot' El1eJ·gy's Savannah 
"This lellowship will allow students to spend an academic year in WashiugtoJt, 
helping the Energy Depal'1lnent write tlte definitive histOl)' of this era ... Secret 
Richardson said. ••This will be a stoJ)' Written for people-- not Jtistmians -- ~l 
renJl.nd t'Ve&")'OJU" of the S~C:rlnCe.S and strides JtuJtJ(" during tltis tat-a." . 

Named in hono1· of the NobC!'l-wuuting pionee1· of the- ~tomic ••g""· tlu• lf.JI<,\"•slti 
oppot•tatniLy Io1· coU~ge sr.udenls to S}lt'JUl ;t year in Washington, D.C., ht'[ping 
DepartmtoJtl of Enea·gy w tiw the £lefin.itivt- histo1-y of this e-ra. D1·. Sc.>~bo1·g, wl 
yta;u·. was a Manln'ltt;u..: Project pioJu.•.e.r. Nobel Lauieate, head of tJte Atomic E 
Conunission, presidential advisor,llniversity ofCalifonua-Berkell"y chanc:ello 
a·especte!d science educatoJ·. 

TJte Sc:>aborg FE"llowsbip is open to nJ1 i'et:ent Ame.riCaiJ }fu~ot-y majors curn•n em·oUed 
in a doctorate program in the United States. Fellows will: r~ceive a stipencl-.m 
reimbursement for rowtd-trfp tran.sp~•·tntion between Washington., D;C., mtd cit· home 
or crunpus. 

The fellowship is ror Oil(!' acndemi~ yem·. To lenm more, please conl.r'lc.t' Chief 
Skip Gosling, ll.S. Dep:.u-tnu•nt. of Eu~l'gy, Room 7E-05-t Forestall Building, 10 
Independence Av(>, SW. Washington. D.C. 20585 {sliip.gosling(~Jtq.d~.gov). 

, , -DOE-
R-00-294 

\ 
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NEW 
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Decentber 1, 2000 

t'~tl 1 ur 1 

LEASE 

Secretary Richardson to Sign Ceremonial ed 
Transferring Land to Ute Indian Tribe 

U.S. Se~n=tary ofEnergy Sill Richardson and 0. Roland McCook, Sr .. Chainnan o 1e Ute 
Indian Tribe will sign a ceremonial deed returning 85,000 ai:l"t'.iS fi·om the federal g rmneut to 
the Ute Nation Oll Monday, December 4 at 12:30 p.m. 

TI1e signing ceremony will be held at the Northem Ute Tribal H~adquarle~. 
following the: ceremony. Sccn::t~fY Richa.rds1.ln will have a brief media avaibbilily. 

WHO:' 

WHAT: 

WHEN: 

WHERE: 

N-00-161 

• 

Se~retary of Energy Bill Richardson 
0. Roland M~Cook. Sr. 
Members ofUte Tribal Council 

Signing ceremony followed by brief n'\edia av<lilabil 

Monday, December 4, 2000 
12:30 p.m. 

Auditorium 
Northern Ute: Tribal Headquarters 
Fort Duchesne. U1ah 

-DOE-

• • lf"tiSh/1/f;/011, [)(" .fSJ • 
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Citi.Zen,s group files .suit to close WIPP ~·~ ~ 
(RISlEN DAVENP~RT · mentlng what it says is a hi_story of ~.S. ground storage rooms or cau~e ero~io~ and ~ ~ 

· · · . Department of Energy geo1ogtsts fals1fymg underground collapses, poss1bly nskmg a ...... ~ ~ 

TM New Mexican ·· ·scientific dats: to get environmental per· radioactive release from the containers. 

. . . mits to open the dump. DOE o£ficials·said Friday ~hat the lawsuit >-g ~ 

. Tweilty·one months and 112 shipments · At issue is the presence of karsts, geologi- has little merit. ~ 

after the W,aste Isolation Pilot Plant 'opened c_al re11:iops' that include und~rground .run· "Ultimately, we expect to prevail," said Stu· O"Q 

.near C~rlsbad; an anti-WIPP ci!izens grO\lp : ning water and caverns. Accor~ng to the art Hunt, chief counsel for WrPP in Carlsbad. ('t) lf!lflt\ 

· has filed aoother ta·wsuit that the group's group's legal_brief, DO~ geologists hall evi· "But that will be ·ror the judge to decide." • • '- '-' 

members .think could .farce t~e. nucl'e~r· 'den~ that the WIPP sit~ included. substan~ial Hunt would not comment on 5pecifics of ~ 

waste repository to stop. recelvmg .s.hlp· ~rstl~ areas ?ut neyer mcluded mforotatlon the case and. said DOE will respond to the ~ 

· mentB.. . ., · . . . m th~ar .env:roru:n~tal-impa~t statements ~riefs and information a~out falsified data l... 1 )lillie 

, Citi~ns for Alternatives to Radioactive acd tned to haae that mformauon. · next year. Th~ groups will go to court foL· \..... lfl/llltt. 

D~mping, an anti~\VIPP · ifOUP in' Albu~ · . Ir ltirsts existed, environmentalists £ay, it ~ \ ~ 

· qtierque, filed papers lf!. co~rt.~ov. 20'docu· ·would ~ean water co~ld get' into the under· Please see WIPP, Page A·2 = 
... •.. \)J = 
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The New Mexican 
Date: 

I • ~~ '"• 

WIPP·~ 
~e~ h~~ ;~;~ ~i·.·<. . :·. ~·¥~~~~~~- ·--

.. ~eir next be~~ JaB. ~6- · .. ~~- -rit.i. ~e sited$ accep~ 
· · ·DOE spokesman Tom Welch. low-ley~l trapsUI"aQit. waste cc?nt- · 

·s~id tliat the.·laws.~(, is: nothing . annnaied- With. plutonium froni 

new. and that . the ~l>OE has : Los Alau:iits National LaboratOry,:. 

already $Uccessfllllf detended · · the Hanforif Site :in Wasbiuiton ·. 

the ptocess for its' environmen- state~ the ldaho National· Engi-. 

~-lmpa~ statement iri eo~:. :. ·neemw ·l.abol'atory ·and ROcky 

~The new:~uegat;ioo_s. of (aJsl-. Flats iil~ado. · .·. · . ·. ·. · .. 
. fied ·geologu:al data were tacked : . . : .. ·~ ·.: . ·, 

t'his month onto an ~oing lalf~ . 
· s11it · tbe citizena · gr~p filed 
·against DOE ·over, \!WP-. just 

.·b~fore · the ~t~·. · .r~positoq 
a~c:epted ·.its f"ll'st:.B~·~ent of 
·nuclear waste in Mmh 1999., · 

I Th~ dOCIIJJU»t§1m~la;st ~ . . . ! 

. ·' 

....... 

: ··. ~-

. ·: ' .... 

..... .M ;·.:·: •• 

. sfiD. ·no'talst · , •. :·.~·· .:· 
eXists· at.- the si~, said Maria· . . 
santelll. ·au: -'empt4iyee. or· die ·:· · 
Kro'llp. ·~But karst i6 th~ 'kiDti'of-. -·, · · 

. ~that created carbbaci C!V-· 
·. ems (l)~:t4e:~ite).'~ . . . . .. " ; .. 
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. Ellvironmeatal gro:Up 

. dro.p.s .W.IPP .. ·I~vi~~·i·(··:, ·: 
·.. ALBl~Q~QVE (AP) ~ An ~saJ of rbc:'lawsuii wdu'Id-~~kth"e . environmental 8ro~p .. ~s·dropped a • ~tate·timc'~d money) • .'·'•; I '· 

'lawsUit that chaJJengecf the state 'l)e State ~-·no ··aUthon'tY··OVct 
Eqvi{oMnenl. Deparlment's Pernri~· WIPP shipmenis that 'contain solely oVer: ,the ~~,al·of~~aC!i;ie waste radiOactive ~-re: but ~~Jurisalso·contaminated wilh chemicals in . c&tion:ovC:t mixed w~lliat'tioii~· an .undergrQond nqclear· waste' dump · '5uch things ~ chemiCal-99(vC:nts. .. 
near CarJ:sbad. · ·. Southw~~ Resear.c~:':l(: ~ · ... The case, clullleqging permit : ~ ~tic; Ji~ .. · coiiit..i~id )~e · it.6ilif~··fur -~ ·wiiste Isolation· -:oePu:taiient'of·E~'s.:appmau:gn Pilol ·Plant, w~·valid -but bad little for the pe.nnit·. was inadequate ·and chance -of suececdirig. said. Don that. tbe ~nvironment ~· : ~ic. dUCctor of the stiuthwest i8J1_preih:xperrtesti!Dony. '; ... : 

.. R~~ ~d :fufai-fuation. Cent~. . WIPP cpened in. Mare!) -1999. ' .. ·whl¢1) 'filed -the.law~it a~ ago.. . The federa,l-go~ent worked .for :. · A second .lawsuit,· wl)ich cbal- . two·_decades'·to .. get· a. tepo5~·in · lenges. .,iaccrncmt. :of ~>mixed the. anc_ienruBd.~oulid;sidt bedS of : ·waSte in WJp.f's pinelooe, excavated . ~outheastcm :New Mexi¢0' .-·su· _;jt i· ·.(or..nOC::Jear w•.e; -~--~ctipg.' . would have ;i·pla~.tiJ·bury pfutf)Dii ua.it:ockSaid a'settiCbimt:coo&rence .. ·UJD.:coilbUninated'· waste from . tbe !.' ~n ~t l&~~t'is set r~·-~ 6: n~tion·~ def~~ prograrilS; · · . ; , 
. . . Susan _McMic.~i. attorney _fOJ: . ~~~~~ -~~~ t~ i-ecciive said · --UP~:W;;:JD;GOtf'~rs-'over ·aboul · .ai~~- ... 3~.~'-':?~. :, JW< _:'Lf.:··!!:i.~·- · ·_. . , · · 

·:::\· 



.uun 

Los Alamos Monitor 

Date :_--I.I..J-T-1 f::...l.-!2~'7-1 0.::;...;:0~ 
I I 

Page:---~-1-'J++---;;_.-/-

wt;ttf. .• ~..-~~-,~~:~~ ~~rtg,t~rn 1 
By SUE MAJOR.HO~ . ~_:(){, yJ~ ~~~~~v~: ~P .. ·.s~a· be's : t:Opccmed _.,that. 

· Associated Press Writer . are.:r~ to~~~ :~~j! . ~ng ~st~~s fail~ to noti~ the .. 

ALBUQUERQUE..:.__ Driver~ for · iind · ir!i~ki ·ilre tr~"l~Y.;~~tAI truc}t was off eoli,rse.: ··'. '.· . . . 

a trucking firm hauling its first _ m.~~tti,ing:sy~ten{~~~:t#. . "ifDOE is (aking_thls ~ou~ly.'. 

ra(ijoilctivc waste sbiptnCDl.~ a f~- lite)ra~~:··sy~f~~~~~ {··~)' :.~ho~ld bC ·sus~~ng· .. ~b4:, 

eral _dump near Car!sbad m1ssed a ~~)~;t&~ .. :r~~··:.!~~~~_::~,_.~JS .~1 ::- the system ~~·fix~, . 

tum m Santa Fe and tllcgally beaded . pp.IJce.. . ..::.-: ·.- . ; .. ·.: p-~·~ .. \~.!.;: .. ;/--=:-~ · .. · .. J!atd ~:.Han~, ~ecu~ve.-~uec-

. de?~ Interstate ~ tow~ ~bu- . . '. ~~,~~~ed~t~~--. :Jot.of~.('~q~qu~-b~:sou!]t-, 
querquc before being turned around ~tet~shouli:l have·~:~.to ·.~R~archahGlnfonnabOnCen-
by sta~ police. ·nOtice t'!leprobtem<./·, .. ;_<~: . · :, ~ · '\eJ". · : ; .... · ·.. .· 

The Department of Energy is .. :~~:ln.).Uli.~-~~ 'JhC:~ ~~:,. ~, :.-. ~ P:QJ;.:·~~ .. ~~pc~cte,r ,_~bip- · 
-· r. ·- , •.•.. - · -•• •,•s,. -· , - - • ' .-. • •. • ·· ·• - • J~ a ... -~I · • '>'¥. j, • ' • 

investigating. how the . TripSiate tri,1ck'iln4.itOOlied:thC , •• ·Conbol c:en:.: ·· meots by· Tri~State while it revii:ws 

Motor ~sit buck overs~· ·the ter,.and if Called the dritcni .and Uie:f, · what. ltappe~ with .last .!week's 

cutoff to U.S. 285 to the Waste lsO- cori~ctccflheir ·ixfu~··. ~~a. l'Ii ~ipfiient trom· the' ldafio' Engi~
lalion Pilot ptant ~ cirJSb8d on did ··not ·wo~. ~he :w.ay ft. -~as . ing and ·Env~ro~eDta! Laboratory, 

Nov~-~~- and ~by ~nitors, didn't . designccho." .. : '.: ·. ·. · ·, ·. Sa'bdsaid/The-c::Ompany, whic~ won· 

catch th~. mistake right away, DOE . · ·:: Bii.i. -~-~!~i::~ · ~~li"~$te~.. a_ ha~ling; co~~ct in la~ ~u~·st. 
spokesman ~ Saq:t ·of a.tisbad . worked;'::;:..':·~ ~-:X~~ -:. ·.:-.~?-•:,'.~·.: , : · was making .Jts first sbtpm_ent }o 

said The~y: .. ·· .. . . . . "~·sJ.s~~;~~~- Said. ~bad. be sai~. . : .... 

WIPP -shipments must follow · "9i>Vl'?Us~y,. \YC.~if>~)t~-work a WIPP's o~_her baul.er,. .G!-ST 
designated routes. In the Santa fe ·littie·faster/!·_:·:· ··.;. ', : -:::« · .. '... l'ranspohati'o'n, will 'take up· the 

are;r, they~~ off tbe.inters&ate:at a · A.stiltc:'poiice·dist)a~monitorp · slatk in tbe :meantime, Sabd· ~d.· 

· bypaSs. {:..25 ttmlugh AlbuqUerque ., ing ·the: ~clc:· ~·n~!iced.:'tt· JOt plst · The· rqxisitOiy, ·which bUries ~ 

~ntly undergoin$ ·a massive Sania.FC and nodfied'JU:l.Ofii~" · waste2.100feetundergrou'ndip·sBtt 

~project~ is not.a deS- wbd stOppi:d';t~:.iQ-li\ics sOtUh ~ is·averaging-abouf foUr ship-
. ignated route.· . . . . ·. ar· slihtii ·Fe=; -itB:te P,iice Lt. Greg ments a week. The shipments have 

· The monitOring system showed-' ·SmUll said · · . . . come froin Los Alamos, Idaho, Han-. 

where. t~e. truck was; but tbose. · "11· goes ·to . ~how .. tb8f tliey're ·ford, Wash,~ and Roei:ky Flats near 

watemng·itdidn'tnotic:e,"Sabdiaid. Watcbmg.-''SmithSaid. :: '· :. ,. t)el)ver. 

"~!',~t~ l()(}~g a(. the de~s _and :. . ~J:be flatbed .. ~iiller -~ ·h . ' ·.&rico~ ~gges~ ·an ~~~~s · . 

fioomg· out ·exactly :_why it hap- .· )o.:fui.-3-(ootiallsilo-.J.ilcc_coittaiJJers oo WJPP s~u~ be scispended wlijle : i 
-~l;~~~; ~.-.-· ~,,,· ... ·· :or·pi~t~m-con~ated-~a5te. ttio.;~~~::i · ·lf''~ 

. Multtple ~~g._sysu:ms k~. · ~:bead:_··~-~'~ watchdog. · (Pl~i;:~·'W&r~·_l)aje./!)f :~ 

·· • • · • _ .. /-·-~ ·• •· ... ~ · ~-; ·- ••· ·- •. · ·-~ · •. : ·• ..... ·_ ..... :. "i -~~~:--~::-.:i·~~~~"~-- ~~._:-;-;*~:r_~~s-~-: -. .- ... 
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WiPP 
(b,mPagej) . 

. . ~ - .. 
"lt wasn't strictly ·a To-State 

problem. . ... The Carlsbad parr and 
·the Oak Ridge part also·f!liled." be 

said. 
"I~·s not enough to say it won't 

happen again." Hancock 9aid: 
. Hanc;ock also said the public 

should have been·_ told about the 

Wn>ng-rt?Ute truck. . 

.spOmmc;n for· tbe··depailmerit 

and state ageJ:]cies said·lhe state is 

· notified of any incidents involving 

~P S;hipments. AD parties said it 

. was the first titnc a shipment went 

off course in New Mexico since the 

repository opened in Marc;h 1999: · 

"We're still very confident· in the 

• · quality of our drivers. We bold the 

driv_ers to the highest standards,"· . 

Sa~ said. : .. Anytime we see any 

incident that's questionable,· we · 

focus on it with ·run diligence 

bccau~ our commitment is to make 
~~~ ... -··'' .· . 

·.s .· .. ·:· •. ,W~t~._~ atri'Yt~We1y,1i'Slmt~·"' 
q:..tb¢.; ·~;.-re~ ~:ot-. the ··public ·and. · 

. jl.. • . • ~,-_" • 

eav~t ~-whole way... . . 

FBI 
searches 
landfill 

By JOHN MARBLE 
MOiaitor starr Writer 

•· The FBJ is copducling a search 

at th~ Los Alamos County Landfill 

"in furtherance of an ongoing inves:. 

ligation." and that·is the only infor

mation the bureau is releasing at 

· this time.· said Doug Beldon. super

. vising special a~ 

.tt-least a luilf dozen FBI agents 

were at the far eastern end of the 

landfill this morning with a trailer 

· and four Chevrolet Suburban sports 

utiljty vehicles with federal govem

me~:~t license plates (two pulling . 

stands of floodlights).· Agents 

~pparently arrived at the landfill 

Monday. 
LOs Alamos County officials and 

employees sai<! they could not 

answer any questions about the 

investigation. and refeired all ques-

tions to Beldon. . 

Julie Habiger, Los Alamos Coun

ty public information officer. said 

the county received a request from 

the FBI to .. go tbiough .. the landfill. 

She said the county is complying 

with the F»r5'-~~~ and · ~ 
bUreau is not itQ~iled to provide 

. any other ·infornuition.· 

Jolin Gustafson; Los Alamos 

Nati~al Laboratory spokesman, 

said that any lp)estions directed to 

LANVs Public Affairs Office about 

the inv~stigation would also be 

directed to Beldon.· 

J;'eople are still allowed to dis

pose o( garbage in the duql.ping area 

· of the landfill, but ef1lplayce5 ttietc 
said the "pit" i_s Closed= to the_iener~ 
al public. · · 
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lv• PP ShipDlent ThatMissed 

-. Exit l.JO:derfuv~tigation 
4.,:;:~ 

. . . 

~fr-. ·k· L~uJ· . ..:. .z.·. · • · ··.The I>epartment of~ is ~-

:e:,u_uC . rw mg ruuzoactwe. . tin ·.tww·the 'ni-State.'MOtot 'Jransit 

'iiste started heading down . ~c: overshot the cutoff. to u.s.-.285 to, 

!i!ti' · · ·. · · ;·the Waste· Isolation· Pilot Plant near 

~ towa1'(1Albuq~rque on CarlSbad on: Nov. 21 and why moaitOrs 

:£... 21 .. ' ·.· didn't catch the ~eiight a~; DOE 

e':"·:· . · .· :sPP~estnan .Greg Sahd ~Carlsbad- said: 

. i:Y SuE MAJoR HOLMES 1\.tesday. . . . . 

Tfie'Associated P~ss .. ~ sbipments mUst(~.designat-

. ... :Ji>mers for a truckmg firm baWing its ... ed-~~ In t!te santa~e 81'~ they Q1t 

first radioactive waste sbjpmentto-.fed- .off~ int~te at a bypa~s. Int~te 

end' dump near Car-.bbad misse4 a'tura 2S ::o~ :.Alb~~~--
in. ·Santa Fe •d· ID.egally headed. down un . .K~ a· Dl8SS1Y:t?· . . . ,_ . 

hterstate ·25 toward . AlbUquerque· proJect .,-IS nota~ route .. · 1 : . 

betm being turned -aroUnd: by ;State . The m~aring $YStem ~ow¢d·wb$-e · 
.Pulice.·· · · · .. · · · · · tbe truclt was, butitti.ose :wiat'chiJig it. dill~ 

:· :·:-. . . . ·: .. '• .. . . 
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WI·. p.··.:·-~b·· --o :·-_ u·· · .;,....,:~. -r~ - - ·IlU 
: . . 

truck. irtisses. 
. . 

route· turnoff 
.:_Vehicle Carr'\11_ ·ng 'tr~suraruc waste:~~~inated: 

• • J .. with plulonium from the Depart-. 

'radioqctiVe ~aste ment of Ener~·s- laboratory in: 

._-~n_ uezs· 2_7 __ m· ·ileS. Idaho, ·was at. La ·Bajada. Hut 
-a;-n...... • wh~n New Mexico State Police 

·'ti# 1_~25: before·.' =~h:~ ·. the~:~s:. sa~fu: 
__ :bm_:ng· Stop11e4. tracek~g ccimputer'·:that the: 

1' ~- . was off-course. ·. · . 
. - . ~-. . .;. ' -~ . 
. ·.. . . . . . . . Tbe,drivers w~re notified, and 

. ·-~ KRISTEN DA~RT tlle ~ck was turned- arolind at 

· .. .,.-__ . The'f'I&W~eiiaW,_·_, 7:~9a·~~9v·.~l:-'.-.· · ·.. . . 

("<:''/_:.:-:;~:---·,: _;_.-'··;:,,··-~·---.;".~ · · ~. -.-. .-. ~Y:J~,:~JNP~~~.~>-must 

·- · .. A.tiuck lild~Jj~Wit~·ia&aact:i~ · · ~o~~ ~~J.gmlteci'~u~s. .-_ ·. 

· w~-.t~··:~~-it_s-~niQfCnear: ·-~ ~e ~~ment ~s.- tl;le -fi~t 

l· 8anta:r~ ~&).ts--..vay .. tO car1sbad · .. ~~Sl?o~~-. b~ 'n.i~tate MQtor 

1- and ·tb.e Waste Isolatmn: Pil~t -'If~~l~.~--~- · ~!B~ur.t .. company 

,--~limr::~.~:t9r~ge -n>Qms ·.ahV.ut ._.::. ;~~~~ut;:'Pecting· .. 

··bew~f,·e.l! ··.-agp_·. and. 'dr~hveth.2!tf iQil_es ~'·.::~~~~$ .wa~te cormng from _ 

_. ore~yone-caug t • _or . .-.~""i ·• : • ·- · :-~' ·. ..-.- . . · 

_ ':'It could have ende ?' in ··:c·. 'I;.~e-:·,~ty~rs were ~mmg 

Albuquerq\}e," said.-Dea.~·= -n-·.- s~9tb_ o.n-~_nt~rstate.,25.and·-had

.. c~k, dire.:;to:r of nucl~ar ··safetY .pas~d ~~~)!atQn .. an~· Las 

. with the Southwestern Research Y.~~·- '· :; Wf:' .·, · ·. ' -· · 

; ·and Information Center; . The_ tn1Ck. wiUI supposed to get· 

. · .- _ "R could have ended up at ihe off. 1-25-a~out lS'miles north of 

JJig.I,_which is under construe• S~nta Fe and head.sou,th-on U.S, · 

1 
tiori:' Hancock said Tu~y.. . . 285 ro Carlsbad. : · . · . . 

: · . '!A WIPP truck in tlte mirutle 'l'he DOE has ·suspended 'fti-· 

qf-! th~ ._!:-:onstruction in Thanks- S~ate Motor 'ftansitArom dii-: · 

· ·gi_v~g;:traffic . .-- that· sounds like ~ing any -f111"ther . shipments to: 

. a Jtilzat(l to_ a iot of folbi:" _.. . . . . . . ·. 

~he truck. which was carrying .Piea~e See, WIPP, ·Page"A·'3·. 
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WIPP 
. C~Jnued from Page A-1 · ' · flatbed truck 

~ut-Hancock said· the v~t WIPP for at least 30 days until an truck ·incident also shows -that investigation can be completed, WIPP. officials .aren't handling said Gregory Sahd,,; a ·DOE· everything correctly. spokesman. . . "This is the first· t:inie we've ·The public didn't laiow about -~~- a problem like this with a the errant ·$bipment ~~~ Hen,:. WIPP shipment,• Sahd said. · _ cocl~ called,·. member:s. of the 
.-".We-are pleased that the back- • media, he saiCL 

up system worked in_ this case." , "It's totally .inappropriate they :, However,.Sahd ~a1d DOE. off;.- didn't let folks know:" Hancock · ciaJ.s admit the. p~ary syste~ . . said. . · · ' · · ·_to ·catch safety .problems with · WIPP ~hipme.i:lts failed. · ·~And in my view; all:Shipments ·. The DOE has its- own satcllite to · WIPP should . be suspeiJded ' ti'atking · SyStem ~lid whOever 'because this shows the system is was.~pposed to be watching the. tlawed," he said: . 
erraiit truck mfs&ed it, be said~.. . "'l'o me, . the whole system However, Sahd, said, the ship-· failed .and shipments show~ ~c m.ent · arriv~ safely later that halted until it's fixed.,.. · . tlay.-·. · . . . · · - = · - • .... · . . -·. "We're ·doiiig what we. can to · DOE-~illbe ~~an old Slrip-· . ma~e sure . the process is .cor- · . ping ~mpa'ny,' CAST ~eking 'tecied. ... · · · .· . . , . o9t .o('Colorado, for· ·all ship-· ·· :State poli~. ·Lt. :Gary ~~ith -m~ts frQm.~((abiJ·until an mves~ said. t~e department is pleased . ligation is .cdmple~e; Silbd said. the··str.4Y. truck WaS cal:ICht~ . -~ bas: r:e.~i~C~. about t\tO a - ''We're rea1· proiiil' or the ·dis.:. week.,_ for a·tt)t&l'Of 21 -from patCher.'~ ite'SmiL · · . · . Idaho: . _ _ · · · . ..- · ·. · 

· ·Ho~ever;Sinith·said, he does-.. · The , ili·:ty h.··· · · d.· :n•f"believe the public was put a.t_ ···t 'l aac . ~~. r~_em~ a risk 9ecause of the:pr{lblem, _ _. ota . _of . 112 sbipme!'ts fr?m :. ··"To be honest those trucks are ldabo.-LQs Alamos ~ational Labprobably safer 
1
than most' of the orator~, Ha~fQrd 81!~ ~d Rocky stuff '!e have c_oupng doWn ou:r _ Flats· smce.Its openmg m March 

hi h. . " s .. h ''d . . 1999· . . g ways, mit sat : . . . · 
. -:The .. ra~oactive material is ·Th~ · nuclear-wasre . storage sJiipped in tilll S.il9~like conb$- {iu:ility will eventually . accept ers ~- s~~llY ~esigned for· racUoactive :ma~edlil:. from.~ .s~ch'.waste~il(app~v-ed by;~e ·-.o~er DQE ra.ciiiti~s-·across· the -nb~lear safety. b6ar'd - on· ~ . country. . 

"f!::"'"" .. ' - ..-..-
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. :&taviro·nme.ntal.gro,U:p 
· dro_p_s .WIPP .. -Iaws.;.·i·t·-· ,_ ·: 
. .. ALBUQ~Qlffi. (AP) ~ An missal of lhc;:'Jawshit would-~vkth~ 
environmental' 8roup has dropped a State· timcrmid ~oney.' · : .. · ; '· · 

'lawsuit that challengecf the slate The State fuis .. nO. ·aUtbonl}t --aver 
Efiviroilinent DeParlnient's Pernrl~· WlPP sbipm'eDIS chat coniain solely 
OVer !he ~u'fi~l·of~~~e waste ~vc W,~ ~ doeS·baV~Jmjs
also-contaminated with chemicals in - diction oVet miXed wa5uHiiat.&iiiairilJ· 
an.underground m~clear· waste dump . 'Suc:b things_~ chemiCal~-""'
near Car~bad. . . . Soutf1,wesf~~;:r~ ... The case,· cballe~ging permit · Wll'P -~tic~ has .. cOitie.ni;l~ . ._tije . itaiii:Jai-d~ ,. for ·the wiiste Isolation· -~nt:or:·~·.s:.appliea6:0il 
Pilot ·Plant, w~·valid ·but had little for the permit: was inadequate ·and 
chalice -of sueceecfing, said. Don that tbe ~vironment Dc:paitmcnt 

: llancocic., d"ul:ctorof the Sdolhwest ign_91ed experrfeStiJttony. ·; . · ·: 
. R~ a'nd IDfoilnation Cen~. .. WlPP open~ _in. Mare!) -1999 . . . . ·whl~IJ iiled -tbe.law~uit a_ y~ ago, . The fi:deraJ·gt)y~eirt worked for 
' · A s~d . Jawsuit. · which chal- · two· decades'· to .. get a. iepoS~· in 

lenges. placement. :Of ~c~· :.mixed the ailcient:un~olllid;!Bh bedS -of 
: 'WUteiJJWJPf'sJllinCI·~.~cavated . southeastm ·Ne~ Mexi~a:·so-.;jr i· ·.(or::noclear waste, ~--~pg.' would have a·plaoe.to·bury pfutf,mi·1 Hiuicocksliida,settic:imeut:cont'Crence - -WD-.contlUninat.ed:· waste from ·tbc !_: ~n ~.atl8~~t-.is set r~·-i>ec. 6~ na.tion's-dtfC~e progmD$; . - ; ' 
. Susan _McMi~~el, attorney . foc . ·. ~: T~~ '~r.ory -~ t~ i-eceive 

~aid · -:off~ . . - · ts"'~ about 
-~i~~- ·J?~~~~-:;.·.:r~~:.:~[::-:·oj;l.:· .. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT SITE-SPECIFIC ADVISORY BOARDS 
RECOMMENDATIONS ON LONG-TERM STEWARDSHIP 

Draft for Review Purposes Only 
October 31 , 2000 

PREAMBLE 

The nationwide Environmental Management Site-Specific Advisory Boards 
(EMSSABs) recognize that the U.S. government faces an enormous challenge. 
Radioactive and toxic legacy wastes and contamination related to past government 
practices affect many communities. Some of these materials will pose a threat to 
humari health and the environment for a very long time. 

Therefore, the EMSSABs recommend that the Department of Energy (DOE) take the 
following steps to ensure that long-Term Stewardship (hereafter referred to as 
"stewardship") for contaminated sites is a major focus for the Department. 

FUNDING 

• Make guaranteed funding for stewardship a national priority, removed from the 
annual Congressional appropriations process, and maintained off-budget. 
Stewardship funds must be protected from the demands ofother programs. 
Stakeholders must be involved in the development of a fair allocation process. 
To meet these objectives, DOE must develop authorizing legislation for submittal 
to Congress. 

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

• Issue a stewardship policy by December 2001 that addresses: 
;.. legal basis (law) 
;.. On-going review 
;.. Allowance for site-specificity 
;.. Continuing research and development 
> Funding 
;.. Stakeholder involvement 



TO: 
FROM: 

DATE: 
SUBJECT: 

Envirol1Tnemal Management Site Specific AdVisory Board 
Stewardship Workshop • Denver, Colorado • October 25-27, 2000 

MEMORANDUM 

EMSSAB Stewardship Workshop Participants 
Ken Korkia 
Board I Staff Coordinator, Rocky Flats Citizens Advisory Board 
Facilitation lead for the EMSSAB Stewardship Workshop 
November 1, 2000 
Transmittal of Draft Recommendations 

I would like to thank all the participants in the EMSSAB Stewardship Workshop 
for your hard work and fine discussion during the course of the workshop. 
Enclosed you will find the "fruits of your labor" in terms ofthe draft 
recommendations. 

As these recommendations are transmitted to the various SSABs that 
participated in the workshop, I would like to remind everyone of the process 
we will use to officially approve the recommendations a,s a joint statement of 
the EMSSABs. Each participating Board has agreed to consider the statements 
no later than February 2001 . The SSAB Chairs will be meeting in Nevada in 
mid-February to discuss the progress of getting the recommendations 
approved. Based on this discussion by the Chairs, a strategy will be developed · 
to complete the recommendations andliron out any inter-site disagreements. 
The goal is to complete this process and forward the final recommendations 
to DOE sometime in the early spring. 

As a closing thought, I would like to remind everyone, especially those who 
are not SSAB members, that the enclosed recommendations are still in draft 
form and should not be construed in any manner as an "official" position of 
the EMSSABs. 

We hope to have the written workshop summary completed by the end of this 
month, at which time we will forward it to you. 

In closing, let me again thank-you for your participation in the workshop. 

Rocky Flats Citizens Advisory Board • 9035 Wadsworth Parkway, Suire 2250 • Westminster, CO 80021 
303-420-7855 • Fax 303-420-7579 • rfcab@indra.com • www.rfcab.org/workshop2000.hrml 



Northern New Mexico Citizens' Advisory Board 
1640 Old Pecos Trail, Suite H 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 

505-989-1662 phone 505-989-1752 fax 
800-218-5942 
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Board Members Present: 
Menice S. Manzanares, Chair 
Jim Johnston, Vice Chair 
Fran Berting 
Jim _erannon 
George Chandler 
Patrick Feehan 
Sara Galpin 
Agustin Garcia 
Janet Gerwin 
Dorothy Hoard 
Angelina Valdez 

Ex-Officio Members Present: 
James Bearzi, NMED 
MJ Byrne, DDFOILAAO 

Board Meeting Minutes 
November 15, 2000 

Tom Starke for Mike Baker, ERILANL 
Joe Vozella, ERIDOEILAAO 

Guest: 
Julie Canepa, ERILANL 

San Ildefonso Pueblo 

Board Members Absent: 
James Alarid 
John Alejandro 
Anthony Armijo - On Leave 
Tim Gallegos 
Domingo Martinez 
Evelyn Maruska 

Neil Weber, Director, San Ildefonso Pueblo, Department of Environmental and Cultural 

Preservation 
Myron Gonzales, Lead Technician of the Cultural Preservation Program, San Ildefonso Pueblo 

Judith W. Moss, Liaison Officer, NMED, DOE Oversight Bureau 

Staff: 
Ann DuBois, PWT 

I. 0 PE.l'.'lN G 

MJ Byrne, Deputy Designated Federal Official, called the meeting to order at 6:15p.m. 

Governor Perry Martinez of the San Ildefonso Pueblo welcomed the Board members and 
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the public. He introduced Neil Weber, Director, Department of Environmental and 

Cultural Preservation and Myron Gonzales, Lead Technician of the Cultural Preservation 

Program. Menice S. Manzanares, Chair, asked the Board members and members ofthe 

public to introduce themselves. 

II. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Paul Schumann, ERILANL, Mail Stop K498, Los Alamos, NM 87544, 505-667-5840 

Mr. Schumann reported on the Sandia Task Force meeting that he attended on November 

14. He encouraged the Board to connect with this Task Force that is a continuation of the 

Site Specific Advisory Board. He was impressed with their work on the Sandia landfill 

Issue. 

Tom Weidner, ChemRisk, Center for Disease Control Project on Historical Records 

- Mr. Weidner reported that the historical research into dosage records has been delayed 

due to security restrictions keeping project personnel from accessing the records. He 

hopes that these restrictions will be lifted soon so they can complete their research. A 

draft summary report on their progress to date is now available. The project will have a 

website by the end of year. 

James Bear.zi, Chief, Hazardous Waste Bureau, New Mexico Environment 

Department, 2044A Galisteo Street, Santa Fe, NM 87502, 

505-827-1557 

Dr. Bearzi reported on the Santa Fe Water Quality Task Force. The Santa Fe City 

Council is appointing the Task Force members. The New Mexico Environment 

Department's Drinking Water Bureau is looking at any potential impacts ofLANL's 

operations on the drinking water supply. Dr. Bearzi suggested that the Task Force should 

also look at the Espanola sewage treatment problems that could impact Santa Fe's 

drinking water. 

Dr. Bearzi reported on the Interagency Flood Risk Assessment Team. This interagency 

team is looking atthe impact on risk with contaminant transport in the Los Alamos 

canyons. This task force is following up on any·potential impacts from flooding after the 

Cerro Grande fire. He invited the Board to attend the December 18 open house that will 

be held at the Hilton Hotel in Santa Fe. 

Dr. Bearzi said that LANL's RCRA Permit is up for re-issuance this year. The first part 

will be in draft form sometime this spring. Both the operating units and the 

Environmental Restoration program are involved. He offered to brief the Board if 

requested. The Board requested a briefmg at the January meeting. A public comment 

period will be included in there-issuance process. 
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END OF PUBLIC COMMENT 

III. REPORTS 

A. Neil Weber, Director, Department of Environmental and Cultural 
Preservation for San Ildefonso Pueblo. 

The funding for the Department comes from DOE, the Environmental Protection 
Agency, the State ofNew Mexico, the Bureau oflndian Affairs, and the Indian 
Health Service. The Department participates in joint sampling events with LANL 
and the New Mexico Environment Department. His Department reviews the air 
quality reports prepared by LANL. An Airnet and a Newnet station are co-
. located on Pueblo land. The Department protects cultural sites including 
historical and archeological sites. The Department ofEnergy and LANL are on 
San Ildefonso's ancestral lands. The Pueblo works with LANL's Environment, 
Safety and Health Division 20 to map the cultural and historical locations using 
GIS mapping systems. The air and water sample results are compared with 
samples taken by LANL and NMED. The results are shared with DOE and the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

The Department has a Community Outreach program. The Waste Isolation Pilot 
Plant funds the Emergency Response team at the Pueblo. The Department is 
assessing the Pueblo's capability and developing a response plan. The Pueblo is 
involved in solid waste transfer and monitors drinking water quality and the 
fishing pond. The Pueblo has a liquid waste and sewage plant. The Pueblo is 
establishing a utilities department. 

Mr. Weber reported on the effects of the Cerro Grande Fire on the Pueblo. The 
Department monitors the three hundred acres that were burned. The smoke 
effects are a big problem. The air monitoring stations were not in place at the 
time of the fire. A damaged area is sacred land near TA-54. The upper watershed 
for the Pueblo was burned. Run-off will be a problem particularly during this 
coming spring and summer monsoon season when run-off may flow through 
contaminated sites located on DOE-LANL property. The Pueblo is concerned 
about the transport of contaminants. The Department is now taking baseline 
samples of storm events. At present, no controls exist in Guaje canyon to stop the 
run-off from heavy storm events and the movement ofburnt materials. The 
Pueblo took samples prior to the runoff, and coordinated samples with LANL and 
NMED through the use of automatic samplers and grab samples. Some 
rehabilitation has started in sacred areas, including cooperative logging with 
Jemez Pueblo. 

Myron Gonzales was the producer of the video Closing the Circle. This video 
describes the expeJ:"ience and the perspective of San Ildefonso Pueblo living below 
Los Alamos. San Ildefonso is the only Native American Tribe to share 
contiguous borders with a DOE facility. Mr. Gonzales described the video as the 
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first time to tell the story from a Pueblo perspective. He interviewed tribal 

members about the effects on their traditional society. The National Park Service 

and DOE funded this video that will be shown on public access TV. 

Mr. Gonzales described the Pueblo's efforts before the Indian Claims 
Commission. San Ildefonso pursues its court battle to restore its original land 

boundaries. This Pueblo is the last tribe to hold out and not settle its claims. This 

fifty year land fight is with the US Forest Service, and the Bureau of Land 

Management. He said that Santo Domingo and Sandia Pueblos settled with the 

government. 

Mr. Gonzales requested the Board's assistance in getting the video shown to the 

Secretary of Energy at DOE Headquarters. Ms. Manzanares promised that the 

Board would send a copy to the EM-22 headquarters staff and request that they 

view the video, and assist in the effort to have the DOE Secretary view the film. 

Tim Martinez, a tribal member asked about the Board's mission and views on 

WIPP transportation issues. ·He is concerned about environmental justice and the 

disposal of contaminants. Ms. Byrne explained that the Board's recommendations 

are sent to the DOE Los Alamos Area Office and Headquarters in Washington, 

D.C. 

B. Chair's Report 

Ms. Manzanares suggested that Board members participate in a potluck at the 

December Board meeting. The Board members asked for the following items to 

be on the December agenda: a report on WIPP shipments, Dr. John Till's report 

on LANL's air quality, and Dr. Bearzi's overview report on LANL's permit 

modification process. 

Ms. Manzanares requested that the Bylaws Committee consisting of Fran Berting, 

Domingo Martinez, Jim Johnston, and Menice Manzanares meet soon to 

recommend changes in the Bylaws. 

Ms. Manzanares reported that she is sending a letter to DOE about Board· 

members who have missed Board meetings, and not serving on committees. She 

will recommend that three Board members be replaced. Local officials and 

coinmunity leaders are being asked for nominations. Ms. Manzanares thanked 

Ms. Moss, ·Mr. Johnston, Ms. Byrne and Ms. DuBois for their outreach efforts. 

C. DOE's Report 

Ms. Byrne reported that the Board is seeking a facilitator for Board meetings. A 

AT A Services is seeking additional candidates to act as facilitator for the January 

24 meeting and retreat. Ms. Manzanares appointed a Committee to interview 

potential facilitators. The Committee members are Judith Moss, Jim Brannon, 
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Jim Johnston, and Menice Manzanares. The Board selected the date of January 

20 as a tentative date for a Board retreat. A suggested location is the Hotel 

Loretto in Santa Fe. 

Ms. Manzanares asked about the DOE approval for new Board members Jim 

Brannon and Dorothy Hoard. Ms. Byrne responded that DOE Headquarters has 

instituted a new approval process and we should be hearing soon. 

D. Waste Management Committee 

Ms. Manzanares asked that this Committee to meet and choose a Committee 

Chair. 

E. Community Outreach Report 

Mr. Johnston reported on the Transportation Symposium held in Santa Fe during 
November. The conference was well attended by 180 people and 21 exhibitors. 

The participants toured LANL's Solid Waste Treatment program and the burned 

areas. The response to the conference was excellent~ In January 2002 another 

transportation seminar is scheduled. Ms. Manzanares commended Mr. Johnston 

for his outstanding work on this event. 

KRSN offered to conduct a live interview at 8:10 am Thursday after each Board 
meeting. Either Ms. Manzanares or Mr. Johnston will participate in the 

interviews. 

F. Environmental Restoration Committee 

Dr. Berting reported on the SSAB Long-Term Stewardship Conference held on 

October 26-27. She thanked Julie Canepa, Sandra Martinez and Paul Schumann 

for their assistance in preparing for the conference. Dr. Berting thanked Mr. 

Brannon who prepared the Board's presentation. The conference statement 

requires action by this Board. Dr. Herting requested that Board members review 

the statement of principles, and structural changes. The Board will take a vote on 

whether to accept and support these principles during next month's Board 

meeting. 

Dr. Berting commented on the Draft Study on the Programmatic Environmental 

Impact Statement. She asked Board members to review this document and make 

comments. On page 29, the description ofLANLbegins. Mr. Schumann said 

that'LANL made extensive comments and changes to the National Authorization 

Act document on Long-Term Stewardship. Mr. Schumann will give to the Board 

a new version of this text. He said that Jim Werner, DOE Headquarters 

Stewardship Office, is interested in meeting with the Board. 

Dr. Berting announced the Risk Assessment Workshop to be held on December 2. 
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The primary audience is Board members while it is a public meeting. 

Dr. Berting said that the Environmental Restoration Committee will look at the 

draft long-term stewardship report at its December 4 meeting so the Board can 

vote on this matter at the December meeting. 

G. Monitoring and Surveillance Committee 

Ms. Manzanares thanked Mr. Garcia for Chairing the Committee in the absence of 

Mr. Armijo. Mr. Garcia reported that the Committee met last week. The main 

topic was the contamination found in a drinking water well in Los Alamos. 

IV. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. Ms. Manzanares thanked the Board members for 

attending the meeting. 

The minutes are an accurate and complete summary of the matters discussed and 

conclusions reached at the Northern New Mexico Citizens' Advisory Board meeting held 

on November 13, 2000. 

Certified by: 

Menice Santistevan Manzanares, Chair Date 
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Northern New Mexico Citizens' Advisory Board 
1640 Old Pecos Trail, Suite H 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 

505-989-1662 phone 505-989-1752 fax 
800-218-5942 
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Johnson Controls Building 
Espanola 

Northern New Mexico Citizens' Advisory Board 
Meeting Minutes 

Board Members Present: 
Menice S. Manzanares, Chair 
Fran Berting 
George Chandler 
Patrick Feehan 
Sara Galpin 
Agustin Garcia 
Dorothy Hoard 
Jim Johnston 
Angelina Valdez 

Ex-Officio Members Present: 
Michael P. Baker, ERILANL 
James Behrzi, NMED 
Joe Vozella, EM/DOE 

Guest: 
Carmen R Rodriguez, ERILANL 
Tom Starke, LANL/Stewardship 

Staff: 
Ann DuBois, PWT 

I. OPENING 

October 25, 2000 

·Board Members Absent: 
James Alarid 
John Alejandro 
Jim Brannon 
Tim Gallegos 
Janet Gerwin 
Domingo Martinez 
Evelyn Maruska 

Ex-Officio Members Absent: 
MJ Byrne, DDFO/DOE 
Rich Mayer, EPA 

In the absence of the Deputy Designated Federal Official MJ Byrne, Joe Vozella, 
Assistant Area Manager of Environmental Management Programs DOEILAAO, called 

the meeting to order at 6:15 p.m. He turned the meeting over to Menice S. Manzanares, 

Chair. Ms. Manzanares asked the Board members and members of the public to 

introduce themselves. 

Fran Berting, seconded by Sara Galpill, moved to approve the meeting agenda as sent to 
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the Board before the. meeting. The agenda was approved by consensus. 

Sara Galpin, seconded by George Chandler, moved to approve the August Board 

minutes, as amended. 

George Chandler moved, seconded by Angelina Valdez, to approve the September Board 

minutes, as amended. 

II. PUBLIC COMMENT 

A. Tom Starke, Program Manager, LANL Environmental Stewardship Office, 

MS-J 591, Los Alamos National Laboratory, Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544 

505-665-8118 

Mr. Starke invited the Board and other Site Specific Advisory Boards (SSAB) to 

participate in the DOE Pollution Prevention Conference to be held in 

Albuquerque in June. The webpage announcing the conference will be available 

soon. 

Mr. Starke said that MJ Byrne took the conference announcement to the SSAB 

Stewardship Conference that was held this week.in Denver. She will ask the 

SSAB Chairs ifthey want to participate in this conference. 

B. Carmen M. Rodriguez, LANL ER, MS M707, Los Alamos National 

Laboratory, Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544 505-665-5358 

Ms. Rodriguez said that Ms. Elizaqeth Withers, NEP A DO'cument Officer, sent to 

the Board meeting a copy of the Special Edition oftheSWEIS Yearbook Wildfire 

2000~ She distributed additional copies to Board members. 

Ms. Rodriguez explained that Julie Canepa was absent due to illness. 

C. James Beani, Chief, Hazardous and Radioactive Materials Bureau, New 

Mexico Environment Department, 2044A Galisteo Street, Santa Fe, NM 

87502 505-827-1557 

Mr. Bearzi talked about the Santa Fe City Council Water Quality Task Force. 

The City Council is now selecting the Task Force membership. On November 1, 

the Task Force will meet with Dr. Till. At the December meeting, the Task Force 

will hear about how operations at the Rocky Flats facility resulted in 

contamination of the Westminster water supply. 

D. Hank Daneman, P. 0. Box 13260, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502 505-983-5261 

Mr. Daneman is one of the founders of the Santa Fe City Council Water Quality 

Task Force. He said that the Task Force is collecting materials on the 
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hydrogeology of the area The Task Force does not yet have an office. He asked 

if these materials could be stored at the Board office since the Task Force and the 

Board have common interests. Ms. Manzanares said that these materials could be 

stored at the Board's Santa Fe office. 

III. REPORTS 

A. Presentation on Tritium Detections in a Los Alamos Drinking Water Well 

Mat Johansen, DOE/LAAO said that the Department takes seriously the presence 

of tritium in a Los Alamos drinking water well. The current level of tritium is 

below the EPA drinking water standards. However, its presence is an indicator 

that there is movement between LANL waste and the acquifer. This movement is 

a key indicator of risk. Watchfulness is required so sampling will be increased to 

monitor what is happenirig with the well. 

Dr. Berting asked Mr. Johansen to be more specific about the levels. Mr. 

Johansen responded that background levels are 1-3 picuries and the sample tested 

at 40 picuries per liter. Dr. Berting asked about the timeframe of this increase. 

Mr. Johansen replied that during 1997 this well was offline. The first sample was 
taken in June 1996 and tritium was seen then. Two samples have now been taken 

and the level has stayed the same. The nearby test well samples are consistent 

showing 36 picuries per liter. In 1993, the levels were the same. 

Dr. Berting said that since this data is minimal, it is difficult to draw conclusions 

from it. Mr. Daneman expressed his concern that the strontium 90 levels are 

higher than the tritium. He thought that strontium 90 is a bigger risk to human 

health. Mr. Johansen replied that in January the data was 1.9 picuries per liter, 

which is closer to the drinking water standard. LANL used a new lab to establish 

greater precision on the sample results. Strontium 90 was not seen in the most 

recent sample. He said that in twelve drinking water wells, seven regional wells, 

and fourteen springs, there have been no valid samples showing strontium 90. 

Mr. Johansen added that strontium 90 was found in the shallow wells. 

Mr. Johansen introduced Bob Beers with the LANL Environment, Safety and 

Health Division 18. Mr. Beers distributed a handout describing an overview of 

LANL's drinking water monitoring activities. Three of the four programs are 

conducted in cooperation with the New Mexico Environment Department, the Los 

Alamos County and LANL. One program is conducted solely by LANL. 

LANL meets monthly with the Los Alamos County to discuss the results found in 

the previous month. The reports from these meetings are found in the annual 

Environmental Restoration Surveillance Report. 

Mr. Beer described the strengths of the water system in Los Alamos. He said that 

the system's problems include perchlorates associated with the manufacture of 
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rocket fuels, munitions, and jet propulsion. The original thought about the origin 

ofperchlorates was the research on high explosives at TA-16 or TA-9. After 

investigation, the source is the Chemical labs where they are using perchlorates. 

Mr. Daneman asked about the strontium 90 data that was collected in 1999. Ken 

Mullen explained that all the 1999 data on strontium 90 was canceled because it 

could not be validated. Mr. Vozella said that a more accurate answer was that 

LANL started using another laboratory that could reduce the uncertaintyofthe 

results. Mr. Mullen agreed with Mr. Daneman that the bigger concern is for 

strontium 90. The analytical data is hard to measure in the lower concentrations. 

Mr. Mullen said that LANL would continue to sample for strontium 90. He said 

that the 1999 Surveillance Report is nearly ready to be distributed. Mr. Johansen 

said that the values are a big concern because more of them are in the non-detect 

range. He added that the LANL' s current sample testing program with better 

analysis shows the non-detects. 

Peter Maimgren from the Rio Arriba Environmental Health Association in 

Espanola asked how does LANL determine if the water is safe and what·will 

happen whyn there is a problem. James Bearzi, New Mexico Environment 

Department, explained that his Department will determine when LANL went past 

the legal limit and the law requires LANL or the Los Alamos County to treat the 

water, or not use the well. 

A member of the public asked ifthe Potential Release Sites at LANL are the 

source of this contamination and who decides to shut down the well. Mr. Vozella 

explained that the Los Alamos County makes the decision to shut down a well. 

The DOE is taking the final steps to transfer the water system to the Los Alamos 

County. The County has leased the water system for some time. He said that the 

source terms have been defined and the Environmental Restoration program is 

responsible for the tritium in Pueblo Canyon. Each source term is being pursued 

by the New Mexico Environment Department and will be prioritized by risk 

including rapid movement. 

Dorothy Hoard asked about the source of the strontium 90. Mr. Vozella said that 

LANL does not know the source at present. Mr. Chandler asked if it is possible 

for surface waterto get into the drinking water well and contaminate it. Mr. 
Mullen said that the monitoring wells are showing approximately the same levels 

so it is not likely that the surface water was getting into the well. Mr. Mullen 

added that tritium is a concern because it shows that there is a pathway between 

legacy waste and the drinking water acquifer. He said that the source of the 

strontium 90 was the high atmospheric levels in the mid-1960s due to 

aboveground nuclear weapons testing. 

Mr. Beer said that LANL is confident that perchlorates present in low levels in the 

Otowi 1 well are at or below 1 or 2-3.5 range. LANL communicated these results 

to the New Mexico Environment Department and the Los Alamos County. The 
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EPA has not yet established the maximum limits for perchlorates before 

treatment. EPA is testing t,o find these limits. 

Mr. Beer said that the tritium levels got LANL's attention. LANL increased the 
well monitoring samples and is working with the Los Alamos County and the 
New Mexico Environment Department to track and trend the results. Mr. 
Daneman asked why do the limits on the Chemicals of Concerns vary and if the 

effects on children and the elderly are concentrated in the human body in different 

ways. Mr. Beers responded that LANL must comply with the drinking water 
limits set by the New Mexico Environment Department. LANL has a toxicologist 
doing research on these levels. Dr. Feehan responded that at low levels, the limits 

are theoretical. For example, at low levels of strontium 90 at the 40 picuries level, 
the strontium 90 will not be taken up by the bone marrow. He said that radiation 
by itself is not the problem. The presence of tritium is an indicator of what else is 
going on in the pathways. 

Mr. Daneman said that Al Shapola had graphs showing the effect of strontium 90 

on the historical cancer incidence in Los Alamos. Dr. Feehan said that this issue 
is being researched. The data shows that thyroid cancer was a problem but not 
brain cancer. The brain cancer was found in people living in Los Alamos and 

· working in Espanola so the cluster did not exist. 

Mr. Maimgren from the Rio Arriba Environmental Health Association in 
Espanola said that he is doing an oral history project. He interviews people living 
in Los Alamos and Espanola. Mr. Maimgren found that 28 of 40 workers died of 

cancer. Dr. Feehan said that the types of cancers are usually prostrate, breast or 
leukemia not lung. A thyroid cancer cluster did exist. The University ofNew 
Mexico did an epidemiological study. The low lung cancer rate seems to be the 
same as other parts of the country. Dr. Feehan added that people are living longer 

and more cancers are seen at 60 than at earlier ages. 

Mr. Vozella described the upstream study to discover the source of the tritium. 
LANL will look at the first quarter sampling results. When the source of the 
tritium is identified, then the original producer will move the source to the 
evaporators at TA-53. LANL expects in the next 1112 to 2 years to find and 
segregate the source. Then LANL will treat at the source or at the plant to 
quickly get the waste streams under control. Ms. Hoard asked if you could 
fmgerprint tritium. Mr. Vozella said that tritium cannot be identified that way. 
Mr. Daneman said that because of the cost of tritium, it is effective to recover it. 

Mr. Steve Y anicak, New Mexico Environment Department, said that his 
Department is looking into methods to detect strontium 90 with all three of their 

labs. 

B. Chair's Report 

Ms. Manzanares said that an 8A contractor, ATA Staffmg Services, will be 
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providing both technical and administrative support to the Board as of September 

29th. They hired Amanda B{moD. who is working temporarily until Terra Nash 

comes on November 20. Ms. Nash has both technical work experience and a 

technical education that will help the Board move forward. 

Ms. Manzanares appointed a Bylaws Committee to suggest changes in the current 

bylaws. The Committee members are Dr. Herting, Mr. Johnston and Ms. 

Manzanares. The Committee should finish this task by January 1,2001. Ms. 

Galpin suggested thatthe March 24, 1999 edition ofthe bylaws be redistributed to 

the Board members. 

Ms. Manzanares asked the Board members to recommend other Board members 

so the Board can expand to the full complement of twenty-one members. She 

explained that Anthony Armijo requested a temporary leave of absence from 

Board activities to finish his degree. Ms. Byrne approved that temporary leave of 

absence. Ms. Manzanares said that Agustin Garcia would be the temporary Chair 

ofthe Monitoring and Surveillance Committee. 

C. DOE Report . 

·Mr. Vozella reported that Ms. Byrne is attending the SSAB Stewardship 

Conference along with proposed Board member Jim Brannon. He had nothing 

further to report. 

D. Waste Management Committee 

The Waste Management Committee did not meet this month. Ms. Manzanares 

asked if a Board member were interested in serving as Chair of the Waste 

Management Committee. She indicated that she has emailed some Board 

members about the importance of serving on committees and attending Board 

meetings. 

E. Monitoring and Surveillance Committee 

Mr. Garcia reported that Mr. Armijo, Dr. Berting and he went on a flight over Los 

Alamos to see the Cerro Grande fire damage particularly in the canyons. This 

experience was very instructive to see the monitoring and surveillance issues 

resulting from the fire. Mr. Larry Sanders took them up in his plane at no cost to 

the Board. 

Ms. Manzanares asked Mr. Vozella for a report about the fire cleanup. Mr. 

Vozella said that all the physical construction is complete and they are cleaning 

up and seeding the construction sites. The next Environmental Restoration public 

meeting is on October 31. The topic will be to update the report on the cyanide 

found in the surface water. He said that the U.S. Forest Service is checking the 

vegetative growth. On the flat areas, vegetation is growing well. The steep areas 
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are more difficult to grow anything. The Forest Service may re-seed in the spring. 

Mr. Vozella said that LANL experienced some recent storm events. Some 
erosion occurred away from any facilities or Pueblo land. The erosion was in 
Guaje and Water canyons. 

Mr. Vozella said that LANL is working on the Potential Release Sites that were 
damaged by the fire. Less than thirty sites are being remediated, particularly at 
T A-2, TA-41 and the canyon bottoms. The LANL ESH-16 website on the Cerro 
Grande fire has the most recent information. (http://drambuie.lanl.gov/eshl) DOE 
gave NMED some funds to do a fire risk analysis and an independent dose 
assessment. The contractor will look at all the data and assess the risk to the 
public. The contracting process has begun. He offered a future briefing if the 
Board requested it. 

Mr .. Garcia said that the Committee is concerned about what LANL can do to 
clean up the water after it is contaminated. He requested a follow-up presentation 
at the next Committee meeting. 

F. Environmental Restoration Committee 

Dr. Berting distributed a written report. She announced the Risk Assessment 
workshop sponsored by the Board to be held on December 2. The workshop's 
purpose is to learn how to assess risk to the public. The workshop participants 
will use Acid Canyon cleanup decisions to apply what they learn. The next 
Committee meeting will be on October 30. Dr. Berting invited members of the 
public to join the Committee. 

G. Community Outreach Committee .... 

Mr. Johnston distributed a written report. 

IV. Board Gomments 

Ms. Manzanares expressed her appreciation to Jim Brannon for his work on the LANL 
Stewardship paper to be presented to the Site Specific Advisory Board Long-Term 
Stewardship conference. 

Ms. Rodriguez asked if the Board had considered the Santa Fe WIPP office space. Ms. 
Manzanares said that this space was considered but parking is a problem. She said there 
might appear to be a conflict of interest ifthe Board were housed in the WIPP office. 

Ms. Manzanares asked about the FY2001 budget. Mr. Vozella said that DOEILAAO is 
working on how much carry over there will be and how much the LANL Environmental 
Restoration program will fund this year. 
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Mr. Chandler asked about the press coverage for this Board meeting. He suggested that 

the Board should invite the press for each meeting. A press release should go out from 
LANL before each meeting to announce the Board's agenda. Mr. Vozella said that this 

meeting had a timely issue. LANL came out with the data on tritium in a timely manner. 

The Board provided a public forum to discuss the implications of this information. 

V. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 

The minutes are an accurate and complete summary of the matters discussed and 

conclusions reached at the Northern New Mexico Citizens' Advisory Board meeting held 
on October 25, 2000. 

Certified by: 

Menice Santistevan-Manzanares Date 

. < . 

• 
• 
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- December 8, 2000 

Northern New Mexico Citizens' Advisory Board 

1640 Old Pecos Tr~~~~ H. 
Santa Fe, New Me · · 81SOfi 4 AH 8: 4 9 

505-989-1662 phone RCF.,S.0§-:98?-1752 fax 
800-218-5942'A; c.RtdTS PROGRAM 

adubois@doeaLgov http://www.nnmcab.org 

Dear Board Member: 

Enclosed are the papers you need for our December 13 Board meeting. We will be at the 

Town Hall, 139 Longview Drive in White Rock. White Rock is close to Los Alamos. 
q-o North on US-285 and make the right-hand turn in Pojoaque to go to Los Alamos. 

Watch for the signs for NM-502 West. Make the turn onto NM-4. When you enter 
White Rock, you will see signs to our meeting. You are invited to our potluck dinner in 

the same location beginning at 5:00p.m. Thanks to all of you who are bringing food to 
our special dinner. Hope you can join us early. 

Enclosed is a draft copy ofthe Environmental Management Site-Specific Advisory 
Boards Recommendations on·Long-Term Stewardship. You received a copyofthis 
document in last month's mailing. Please read this docwnent as we plan to take action at 

this Board meeting. 

The Bylaws Commitfue expects to meet this weekend. The current bylaws are enclosed 
so you can determine if more changes need to be made. 

The SSAB Chairs will be meet on February 8-10 in Las Vegas, Nevada We invite 
additional Board members to attend this meeting. Please let Ann or me know if you are 

interested in attending this meeting. 

I look forward to seeing you soon. 

Sincerely, 

,fo1~49 
Menice S. Manzanares 
Chair 



Northern New Mexico Citizens' Advisory Board 
1640 Old Pecos Trail, Suite H 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 

505-989-1662 phone 505-989-1752 fax 
800-218-5942 

adubois@doeaLgov http://www.nnmcab.org 

Board Meeting Agenda 

December 13,2000 

Board's Mission: The Office of Environmental Management Site Specific Advisory 
Board will provide the Department of Energy Assistant Secretary for Environmental 
Management with policy information,. advice and recommendations concerning EM 
environmental restoration, waste management, and technology development activities. 

I. Call to Order by DOE 
Welcome 
Approval of Agenda 
Approval of Minutes- October and November 

II. Public Comments 

ID. Reports 
A. Report on Air Quality Audit - Dr. John Till 
B. Report on the WIPP Shipping Schedule 

IV. Board Business 
A. Report from the Chair 
B. Report from DOE 
C. Report from Monitoring and Surveillance Committee 
D. Report from Environmental Restoration Committee 
E. Report from Community Outreach Committee 
F. Report from Budget Committee 
0. Report from Waste Management Committee 

V. Board Comments 

vt. Adjourn 


