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during Albu
mid-March to 

~d~Set)tember allergy season. 
:~ Wheii the sneezing starts 
next spring, most Claritin users 
Vffil find the drug more expen-

... 
•''. 
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Energy Sec ... tjry Sriencer Abraham, center, answers questions Th~~d~y at Santa Fe Indian School with 
Pete :Oo-CI, R.;N:.M., right. Both said they are. concerned abOut alf.gatlons of fraud, theft and cov-

Attiltios Natlorial Laboratory. · ' ; :; ,o · · · i :. ·: 
' -~~t~-~"(.•'·; _; :!·; I • 

DOE Grills Lab ofi Fraud 
Sive~:but available without a ... .. .. . . . 
-lisit fo their physician. University. Contract Domeni~i,,~a)pngtime support~r ~gers actively tried to cover up 
··:A package of· 20· tablets at · .• · · · . of LANL, IS m line to replace SelL mstan~s of fraud .. 

·. -~_~;r::_·-_-.~~ w-~-s !_}_.~_.9,;~·-;"''..:~v~r-,~~~- ~ ·,{:~~~_9_ ,<g_.~-~~-t-~~9~d . ;~fd:N;:;:_~i __ .. _-.·~----~-~_ca~J:~_ rgyi , 'f_.· =~:!:1e~~~e~s~!~e~~: __ n_~. 
_,::~<~~~1.'f~ofthe · "···•'<·· .• ,r,:~ .. . ·J•i· ,· an. atur~·~esd!Jl'~S onilhittee; •ously,''AbrahaDlsaid. ·. ~-t,, 

cost,of .the medication as a pre- · Bv ADAM-~. . which. has broad mvestigatory and · Ab · aham . d h k tf'John 
·scription drug:'>: J_oumal Northern Bureau · · oversight powers of DOE and its; . r . sa_I. e as e . .~ 
<:But ffisuted consumers only . . ·•·• ,. -. 'cqntt:iJ.ctors; · ·::;<\•\t;~· . ·· · ~~ ~rowne, the tf!rector of LAN;I... to 
·. 'dth health 1 ' SANTAFE-SecretaryofEner- "' •t'' "·'·11:~"" 1 '' · .... •• listalltheactionshehastakento 

pm.hi, h e... all"' P an $slcOo-pt ay$20 gy Spencer Abraham and Sen. Pete ,, · · ' LANL is alrea'dy 'the subject of a fix management and security prob-

£ c usu ;s .was o · · · · b f · · ··· tig' ti' b t 1 t dat 11 f tur 
30 til 1 t .· ·•. Domenici R-N.M. said Thursday num er o mves a ons Y ou - ems o e, as we as u e 0~If, ;~ ~ s~ . . h in Santa Fe they h~ve serious con- side agencies, including the FBI,.· · actions he plans to take and when. 

'..:' •ri a0~ ·fr· f.a~J cas ' cerns about allegations of fraud the House Energy:and Commerce · Hesaidhewouldbemeetingwith 
rc~ . etl,Ill e~. 11!-1 e over- theft and a management cover-up Committee, DOE's Office of the Browne and other LANL managers 

· . • ~?~ ~rdve".,!ohn elss ePxplz~n- at Los Alamds National Laboratory. Inspector General and the Senate · and university officials before 
·. BlVe; , sal .lV.UC ae 0 m, · · Finance Committee' · · 
, spokesman for. Deerfield, Ill.· Abraham said the DOE pays the · leavmg New MeXIco. 
· based Walgre¢Jils Drug Stores. UniversitY of California to operate Investigators ·are looking into "We are looking to the University 

·. "The ove~the-counter ver- LANL and "we expect them to do it allegations that lab employees mis- of California to provide leader-
~on.,;coul~!Lbe. more or l~ss the~~ht~ay/:;;, .. ;__ ;,.,,. used their g~ye~_en_t purchase __ ·· ship," he said. ''We made it very 
~!ft*!FtJUm 'tJM: prescnp- Wbed'DS\:ed about the impact the cards m.;td ·that_ ~ther employees c~ear ,!o them that they are respon-

. tton vers10~ ,depending on your allegations could. have on contract used thetr authonty and lab access . Sible . 
. ~I'AY't~,~~ said; . negotiations with. VC, Domenici t? bu~ at)ea~t $50,~ 0! una'!~o- Abraham and Domenici spoke 
-~.Three- -~or New MeXI~ . said, "Clearly, .what I am hearing · ~ed Items, mcludin~ mght-vtsu;m briefly about LANL after conduct~ 
commerc!al·'.Jiealth Pl.8!ls will about does not b~de well for the bmoculars .~d. hunting gear, _and · ing a news conference at the Santa 
~op:p~y;mg-for Claritin n?w managemento{thisla}?pratory." storethemm~op-secretareas. Fe Indian School to anilounce the· 
~t lt 18 no l~nger a pres~np- nie · Uiriversiij's . contract to run Included in the 8llegations is the 
~~~ '¥:g, ~=:.representatives LANL.~ up for renewa,l,in 2005. accusation ·that senior lab man- See ABRAHAM on PAGE A2 
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Oil change, lube and filter J 

··· That's what it costs tOr govt 
·a city· of Albuquerque· garag. 
has one councilor saying the< 
the work to the private secto 

A six-month study shows 1 
tive when it comes to handlin 
it cost an average of $87.20 f 
lube, oil and filter work; wh 
by some basic inspeetioJtS. ! 
cles were sent to privite ilea 
age cost of $36.54 for theW< 

· prices would be avdable i 
· said Councilor Greg~e,; 

He said the differen~' hi 
. costs, including the amount 

handle the work. ''We tilke.m 
paying our people mOte'," Pa 

The report is under · dis 
adminiStration, said h;ene Gl 
financial officer. A JPeeting 
held Thursday aftemdon.. 

''We're always looldDg ft 
save money," she saiiJ.. · · 

Garcia said she will recor. 
try to improve its in-house 
tions before farming out t 
companies. 

· John Soladay, fleet manag 
should first try to find ways 
its in-house maintelUllici · · 

Payne isn't incline(t tO w 
lube, oil and filter work wo1 

. would not need to involve,_ls 
are plenty .of <other ~ 
handle, he said. 

See CITY OIL CH 
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Campus Pharmacy on Central! 
::ounter Clarltln. 

month and the prospect of 
both generic and non-pre
scription competition, Scher
ing-Plough backed down. 

The Associated Press contributed 
to this report. 
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transfer of more than 2,200 
acres of DOE land to Los Alam
os County and San Ildefonso 
Pueblo. · 

A senior DOE official in 
attendance at the news confer
ence said that if the University 
of California can't take care of 
longstanding security and man-

• .. 
.. agement issues at LANl, then : 
· DOE will look elsewhere. : 

• • -"The University of California • 
runs the lab with our federal : 
money and they have a job to : 
do, so when they find problems : 
they need to fix them," said the • 
official. "If they can't do it, : 
we'll find someone else to do it." • 

Ongoing inquiries 

The following is a list of recent 
or ongoing investigations and 
reviews of procurement and 
property control problems at Los 
Alamos National Laboratory: 

• An "external audit team• com- · 
missioned by lab director John 
Browne and headed by John Lay
ton, former U.S. Department of 
Energy inspector general," has 
been looking into problems with 
the lab's "purchase card• pro
curement system since last 
summer. 

• The FBI, in search warrants, 
has detailed its investigation of 
two high-paid lab employees, 
Peter Bussolini and Scott 
Alexander, for at least $50,000 
in questionable purchases - of 
upscale barbecue grills, hunting 
equipment, truck parts, televi
sions and many other items -
acquired with lab funds from an 
Albuquerque vendor with a LANL 
contract. 

ment has covered up impropri
eties or hampered investiga
tions. 

• The University of California 
sent an auditing team to Los 
Alamos for a onEHiay review last 
month, and the university 
recently issued a list of findings 
and recommendations for 
improvements at LANL. 

• U.S. House of Representa
tives investigators have asked 
for numerous records and 
intend to come to Los Alamos to 
investigate allegations of illegal 
procurement practices and 
LANL's recent firings of Glenn 
Walp and Steven Doran, two 
investigators hired by the lab 

. earlier this year who were look
ing into missing property and 
theft allegations. 

• u.s. Sen. Charles Grassley, R
lowa, has asked the Senate 
Finance Committee to review 

• The Department of Energy's allegations of purchase card 
Office of Inspector General has misuses at LANL. A U.S. Secret 

to Los Alamos:to Service agent detailed to the 
lriV!astllga1te the.i&b's ·pur4J)i'Sing ... commltt~ l_s In~~~~~~ . 

• ·property co,-.tro~sys~\: . . ·· '- · • ~ · · : · ~ _ . 
allel!atlons that· lab manage- .. JOURNAL STAFF :R:EPOlrJo 
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