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SUBJECT: DATA QUALITY OBJECTIVES (DQO) FOR FY03 WELLS 
LOS ALAMOS NATIONAL LABORATORY (LANL) 
EPA ID# NM0890010515 

Dear Dr. Browne and Mr. Johansen: 

The New Mexico Environment Department Hazardous Waste Bureau (NMED HWB) has 
reviewed the Meeting Records from LANL's December 2002 and January 2003 DQO meetings 
regarding characterization activities for regional wells at LANL and has the following comments 
and recommendations for the drilling of regional aquifer wells during the Fiscal Year (FY) 2003. 

NMED agrees with LANL's prioritization of wells in Pueblo Canyon. Wells R-2 and R-4 should 
be installed in FY 03. The proposed locations of these wells, as described in the Meeting 
Records and shown on the map provided by LANL, are acceptable to NMED. Due to the 
presence of contaminated, intermediate perched zones in other wells in Pueblo Canyon (for 
example, TW-2A and R-5), NMED reiterates the importance of using a drilling method that 
allows for identification of perched groundwater. NMED will require LANL to install additional 
wells adjacent to R-2 and R-4 and targeted to monitor intermediate groundwater, if perched 
zones are encountered during the drilling of these wells. LANL should keep the option open for 
installing multiple screens in the regional aquifer in R-4. 
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NMED also approves of the proposed location of R-11 in Sandia Canyon. LANL anticipates 
encountering one or more zones of perched groundwater at this well location. If any perched 
zones are encountered, NMED will require installation of either a multiple completion well with 
screen(s) in the perched zone(s) or a separate intermediate well adjacent to R-11. NMED 
considers identifying perched groundwater in Sandia Canyon to be important and appropriate 
drilling methods should be utilized. 

NMED and LANL have had recent discussions regarding the location and placement of regional 
wells and the need to focus on determining the nature and extent of contamination at LA. ~L, as 
well as the need to obtain the most information and utility from each well installed. 1\"MED 
would like to have further discussions with LANL regarding the remaining proposed wells, 
alternate locations for R-18, and the proposal to keep "placeholders" open for installing \"\-ells in 
locations of higher priority at LANL, such as Mortandad Canyon. 

If you have any questions regarding these comments, please contact Ms. Carolyn Cooper 
of my staff at (505) 428-2539. 

Sincerely, 

~h 
John Young 
LANL Corrective Action Project Leader 
Permits Management Program 

Cc: C. Cooper, NMED HWB 
D. Cobrain, NMED HWB 
J. Parker, NMED DOE-OB 
S. Y anicak, NMED DOE-OB, MS 1993 
M. Leavitt, NMED GWQB 
L. King, EPA, 6PD-N 
E. Trollinger, DOE OLASO, MS A316 
J. Vozella, DOE OLASO, MS A316 
B. Ramsey, LANL, RRES-00, MS J591 
D. Stavert, LANL, RRES-00, MS J591 
N. Quintana, LANL. RRES-ER, MS M992 
C. Nylander, RRES-WQH, MS K497 
File: Reading and LANLHWP (General] 


