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U.S. in violation over Hanford cleanup, state says 
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YAKIMA-- The U.S. Department of Energy is in violation of the state's hazardous-waste law for 
failing to properly manage radioactive waste in unlined trenches at the Hanford Nuclear 
Reservation, state regulators said Wednesday. 

The state Department of Ecology accused the Energy Department of failing to identify the waste; 
failing to store it properly; failing to treat it for stabilization; and failing to respond to leaks. 

The waste poses an "imminent and substantial endangerment to public health and environment," 
the Ecology Department said. 

The 586-square-mile Hanford reservation was established to make plutonium as part of the 
top-secret Manhattan Project to build an atomic bomb during World War II. It produced plutonium 
for the nation's nuclear arsenal for more than 40 years. 

The state is in the midst of a lengthy fight with the federal government to force it to say when and 
how it will clean up 75,000 barrels of plutonium-contaminated trash, such as rags and tools, and 
low-level radioactive waste generated at Hanford since 1970. 

The waste needs to be separated, treated and stored, the Ecology Department said. 

An order, issued by Ecology Director Tom Fitzsimmons, requires that the Energy Department 
retrieve and store any of the waste that can be handled by workers by 201 0. It covers the waste 
and chemicals buried since 1970, along with similar material stored above ground and any to be 
generated. 

Waste handled by robots because of high levels of radioactivity must be retrieved and classified by 
2014 and stored in underground vaults by 2018, the order said. 

In a related matter, a hearing is scheduled Friday in U.S. District Court in Yakima on a state lawsuit 
that seeks a preliminary injunction to prevent the Energy Department from importing more 
radioactive waste to Hanford until it says how it will deal with the 75,000 barrels. 

Copyright 2003 Oregon Live. All Rights Reserved. 

11111111111111111111111111111111111 
13783 

5/1/2003 11:20 AM 


