photographs of pollltlcak

alled Kerry, a Vietnam
1d senator from Massa-
“a.common person that
ds our problems.”

his stamp of approval on -

; a bit of a throwback for
n his days as Rio Arriba

undisputed - political
Jaranjo’s support was

\d he heavily influenced \
yy issuing a “slate” or list

inted candidates..
v said Kerry’s military

e appeals to him. Two of

sons, Dav1d and Gerald
V1etnarn
- very happy father when
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$42 Million in Cleanup
* Funds Withheld From Lab |

" BY ADAM RANKIN
-Journal Staﬁ Writer . ...

head of the Department of Energy’s environ-

mental management program dismissed agree-

ments reached on key pomts between the state

. and local DOE officials in a dispute ¢ over envi- -
o Al

: ronmental : cleanupp,authoﬁtﬁ% tLos
: & he

state’s Environment Deparment.
e feel‘quite: sxmply’tmd?t

Curry told the County&Councxl Here. oy, Tuesday
“ mght
Curry smd the state worked;hard to:negotiat

" would be framed around an enforceable state -

\ order, as- opposed to
cleanup plans -

.. He said DOE’s Jessl

+DOE’s! envuonmental

“to- that framework fof' 1 négotiat

early on, but as closed-door talks pro

‘to accept DOE’s plans.

.New Mexico is the only state out of 17 states;
that has not signed an “accelerated” agreement;
or a so-called Performance Management: Plan,
that would. allow extra environmental cleanup
- funds to be released to DOE sites. Because of the
current dispute and the state’srefusal to agree to

is being w1thheld from LANL.

Gov. Bill R1chardson recently equated DOE’
strategy to “extortion.” . < .
Roberson has said DOE’s goal is to get on w1th
. actual cleanup that is protective of human health N

and the environment at LANL. "~
DOE, LANL and the University of Cahforma,
which operates LANL, filed lawsuits against the

..} state in 2002 seeking. to prevent it from imple-

menting its cleanup plan, a corrective action
~order, that found LANLUSs legacy wastes posed a

n Seqv\.szA'!'Evoy PAGE2 -

LOS ALAMOS - On at least two occasions; the

. «lisingepuous- withthe" state of ﬁewfi\;'l'éinco”’{ :
- .‘state Environment Department Secretary: RO R

/in' good faith,with DOE officials at all levels on. o
the premise that any solutionl to the ‘dispute - -

for .
" more than a year's ‘'without agreement, %lhe backed -
off that promise and started pressurmg the. state‘

DOE'’s terms, about $42 million in extra funding =
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ou, varela said city ofticials

& vdv .y tas

city will need help paying for it

ments in those cases, both in
federal and state courts, last

week.

ful a - resolution

just ‘before - the: ben.,dfo.f -2003,

have ‘resumed.” He also. said
LANL director Pete Nenos has.

' become involved-for the firs
‘time in’ helping :to. broker .an

how each time Roberson had
‘suminarily” n ,

- Curry told. vthé Cquilty Coun-

cil how negotiations, between

DOE and- the state. had pro-
L o - . gressed, how.on two separate

But Curry told the Los Alam-
os County Council he was hope-

occasions. agreements were

‘reached on critical issues “that

had been sticking points,” but
the

i e e el L

T e T e e

unrelated to.DOE’s order'a

The council, while support- - .must show support for the mea-  from the general fund;”Chavez ]
ing a resolution in October 2003 -~ sure during the 2004 session. - gaid, In that case, the civic cen- "
to move forward with at least . .". “It’s thejir (the: council’s) job -ter would take away,;money | ital Out
the design of a new center, also :.to-make’a decision.(on a new  that could be used in his dis- .2 mi
" voted to hold off on further dis- : convention 'center),”- Varela ‘trict for. other .projects, like southside
from PAGE1 " ' o -agireen'l"ent between the state dhplicative waste chafacteri—

.+ .and DOE. o zation work already done by
substantial and * imminent “ | . DOE and LANL. He said he was
endangerment to human health . a dlfcanr;:tleyoll: m r}r::f S confident an agreement could
and the environment. Curry said, v e ’ bereached on that issue.. .

The state filed its first argu- - Asked what the county could

do to help the state and DOE

.come to a resolution, Curry
. said the coimgil could submit a

formal resolution or recom-
mendation to Roberson, as Sen.
Jeff Bingaman, D-N.M., recent-

ly did, urging DOE to end the .
flispute and find agreement. -

" Dorothy Hoard, spea
.behalf of the Northern

ng on:: -
1 New

Mexico Citizens

X

for . waste management ™

‘Adgsd y - neaj
lsfrul;x

Board, said the’group isfr .
trated that DOE funds tayge
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