pproac i the San. Luis-
:+ Valley, oth hope water users

" he’ " can the problems on -
some  theirown. .. ' . L
ht in’. ° “That valley is a very, very
non-  important agricultural area. It
., . broduces some of. the highest
arme': value crops in the state,” said-
face ' , Jim Miller, policy director for-
aged...; the; Colorado . Department :of
s are” " Agriculture. “Nobody ‘is look- -
ners' - ing forward to a legal chal-
;the  lenge. It would certainly be-in .
nust.. everybody’s  best. interest to
S+ avoidthat” ' " T
reed

The San Luis Valley gets few-

State-Fed Dispute
Delays Cleanup .-

T

anagementss program ;. says.

4

-} latory ]
. tal issues at Los Alamos Nation-
|- al Laboratory«,;“g--;;'vu JRET
| . During a telephone interview
" last -Friday; 5 DOE’s - Jessie
- |. Robersonsaid the .department
- and her environmental man-
agement program are commit-
'~ ted to cleaning legacy wastes at
LANL and. wants to -continiie
negotiations : with the state -
Environment Department.
The state and DOE are locked
in a regulatory: dispute that is

" headed for arguments in feder-

t . al'district court, unless a reso-

" lution is soon reached. The -

state wants DOE to implement -

its plans for waste characteri-

zation’ ‘and cleanup at LANL

through a . compliance order,

-~ while DOE and LANL want to

| follow their own plans that they

say will- save money and finish

- cleanup sooner. .
" *We' didn’t walk away from

' the (negotiating) table,” Rober-
son said, referencing the state’s
decision. in late December to -

| DOE Denies |

.. more envi

rgy < remedia

A DOE did not walk away: from . "
.- talks with the state over a regu- !
(dispute on; environmen-

an

water.: . e SR
Colorado’must also fulfill i

Rio Grande.. o
The Rio.Gran

LN i g, o

rance Water Con:.
servation District 1s trying to

mediate the conflicts among

weighif getting more.

ularly “hard. Although - the_
snawpack that feeds the rivers
is deeper this year, it will take

. years _to .recharge: ground -
ts Inanage, 16 0pes .y
share of-a°193%° COMpHCE that " ‘valley: residents- will: wait’ for.’
entitles New Mexico, Texas
and Mexico to water from the

&

“I think people have to

=)

€0
o o

y for a plan to pe
cut water use or idle'th .
The goal was to recharge the,
* aquifer. The money woild have
come from fees paid by farm- -
ers. : . R

But not enough people sup-
ported the.. proposal.. Ralph = -,
- Curtis, the water district’s gen-"' -
‘erakumanager, said' be; hopes.; -’

Y®U0 b7
Whsoq) |2veT ofbsz ]

the results of a study designed
in part to chart the impacts of
wells, " -~ T
“And if we get pretty decent
* runoff, people might slow
down a little bit,” Curtis said.

.

ing with the state,” Roberson K

o Sald "x ':;'.'-.»;'{- 5:»/ . "Z" 7' g:; R
. Roberson also address: d%e"’- '
previous - state.: Environment -

Department - administration’s . *
~acknowledgement that its comne -

£

€y Roberson. said. “I. think : - | |

~ EEEREE

*call off talks with DOE, Eny
Curry said :talks
resumed.. i T

| - Curry singled Roberson out

1this week as the’main’ reason

ronment D ‘partxﬁe,'rg; chief Ron’
. e ) tE

Degotiations with DOE have so’

far failed. . :
“Every agreement. that we

. struck’in good faith was sum-

marily rejected by’ Jessie
Roberson,” he said. . . .

talks with DOE when Roberson
began referring to commit-

ments made by officials in ’ sarily A X
then-Gov. Gary Johnson’s . gfer;;::eces :kyresigl;t_mmpylte\g i
administration. - -, -0 o W P- eaﬁ ‘.f\ sod on. 3
3 S ‘We are really focused on - - - 2

Roberson and Curry say they A S 3
want to work together to reach g_leanup :" 8he said. .2 , §
agreement, and Curry said he i §

is hopeful a resolution can be’
achieved outside of court. -

“The reality is we still all
have an obligation to the public
and the taxpayer and will press.

i

8 1

DR E Ry 5 ?f&,,’;’f«,;’-t pie ;
. A recent report by- the .

Curry explained he called off .

on and are interested, in work..

" people have to weigh if getting' .
‘1 more money . has: res ted"in -
*- more etvironmental remedia- - -
Lt N

b ek

research arm  .of  Congress .-
. found that DOE sites in states .,,, °
- that issued' compliance orders
- with _enforceable = standards
received the bulk of DOE’s -
* ¢leanup funding. - o
She said the goal for states
‘should be to advance cleanup,
not -just bring in more money.
Compliance -agreements, she .
said, are designed to make sure -
DOE meets certain targets, but
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