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State of New Mexico 
Office of the Governor -----Bill Richardson · 

· .GtKJCf'JIDr 

-~:vember 2, 2005 
I 

-~--o---,----~--Honorable'Stepben L; Johnson, Administrato 
. U.S. Envl.te».nmentaJ Protection Agency 
1200 PCllt1lylv4nia A~enuo, NW 
Room3000 : 
Mail Code J lOlA 
4601 Wasb~fi#ton, DC 20460 

Dear Adminlstrtttor Johnson: . 
. . 

1 have been informed th~tthe U.S. Environmetlt411 Protection Apu:y (EPA) is going to review the nadionuclide poitions of its saf~ drinking water re&ulations in 2006. It hu also come to my a~ntjon that there is existing scientific evidence that indicate that the existing grO$$ a1pha Maximum Contaminant LeveJ is no longer protective according· to the intent or·tbe original reguJalion for pJulonhtm-239 and siJ11ilar radionuclidos. 

Specifically, my staf't'have reviewed portion~ of the report preJlated by the Institute for Energy and EDvironm¢nral Research (IEER), Bad to the Btme: A"uly.ti$ of the Fttd~al Maximum Conttlminaitt Uvel.t for Pluttmium-2 39 a11d Other Alpha-Emitting Tran.n,runic Radiofluclldr.s U& Dt"inkin.$ Water. This report concludes that.an_MCL tor alpha-emitting, long-lived· tw1suranic ·fadlonuclides should be 100 times smallet than tbe largest amount that would be alloweiun&r the current rules for gross alpha contamination. According to the JEER: tepart. a tightening of r:h~ standard for these man•madc radlonuclides is warra11ted in light of scientific research since 1 976. T understand that the EPA has publi&hed aon1e of the latest relevant scientific research as part of its regulatory guidance docwnents; However, this research has not yet been used to set an MCL for plutonium-239 and other al~ha-emitting, long-lived transuranic radionuelides. 

As you know; New Mexico is host to Los Alamos National Laboratory, where a great deal ofexciting work of national and global importance is c&Tled out, but where thcr~ is. as a result, a considerable amount of radioactive waste, some ofwh1ch contains significant amounts of plutonium. I know that no public water systems arc today . contami11ated anywhere-near the tighter level that i~ proposed. However, a protective standard in line With thh latest science published by the EPA is necessary to ensure contin\led protection of our water resourcc::s for future generations. 
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The State of New Mexico is in general accord with the recommendation that the EPA consider setting a more stringent limit for alpha-e111irting, long-lived transuranic ra.dionuclides as part of tb review of drinking water s:tandards next year. Should you have any questions about New Mexico's position on or review ofthe issue, please contact Femando R. Martinez; Bureau Chi~f, of the N=w Mexico Brivironment Department's Drinking Water Bureau at Femando.mru1inet'1 ClV,sL~Le.nm.us or at SO.S-476-8625. 

smccret~•·· .. ~ 

Bi~n . . . 
Governor. 

cc: ~f"•hi!l Dot~hertY · · D1rcctor, Office of Groundwater and Drinking Water u:s. Environn1ental Protection Agency . Ron Cuny. Cabii1et Secreuuy, New Mexico Environment Oep~crit Gay Dillingham~ Chuir, New Mexico Environmentallmprovcincnt Board Ana Marie Ortiit, Director, Field Operations · · F~mando R. Martinez, Chief, Drinking Water Bureau 
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