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Dear Representative Udall, 

The US Department of Energy (USDOE) continues to use large unlined 
soil trenches to dispose of radioactive wastes at Los Alamos National 
Laboratory (LANL), Idaho National Laboratory (INL), Hanford and 
Nevada Test Site (NTS), and is seeking to overturn the Washington State 
law that ended this practice in 2004. At some sites, USDOE has a 
documented record of disposing of mixed radioactive and hazardous 
wastes in these same trenches; and, at NTS, USDOE is proposing to 
continue to dispose of mixed waste in an unlined landfill. This practice 
threatens -to undo cleanup progress.-

We are writing td urge your support for introduction of a floor 
amendment to the Defense Authorization or Energy and Water 

. Appropriation to end the USDOE's outdated practice of disposing of 
wastes in unlined soil trenches and landfills. 

For decades, it has been illegal to dispose of household garbage in unlined 
landfills. Likewise, since the late 1970's it has been impermissible (under 
the federal hazardous waste law, the Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Act (RCRA)) to dispose of hazardous wastes in unlined landfills 
(including mixed wastes). The time has long since come to end this 
practice by our federal government at sites where we are trying to deanup 
the legacy from past dispos~l in unlined trenches. We simply cannot 
cleanup burial grounds and liquid discharge sources effectively, while 
USDOE continues to put more waste into unlined trenches. 
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Use of lined, RCRA compliant landfills is not expensive. In fact, it is an incredible cost 

savings compared to having to go back and exhume waste and cleanup the inevitable 

contamination from unlined landfills and trenches. 

In 2003, an amendment was offered to the House Energy and Water Appropriation by 

Washington State Members to end this practice. Subcommittee Chair Hobson 

expressed appropriate shock that the federal government continued to use unlined soil 

trenches- even ':Yhile discovering new contamination spreading from urtlined soil 

trenches. In September, 2003, a meeting was held by Members with USDOE, and 

agreement reached to withdraw t:qe amendment, and USDOE would end the practice. 

USDOE did not end the practice. 

This is a simple and easily achievable goal for which we propose the following 

language, based on the language originally proposed for the FY 2004 Defense 
Authorization: "" 

The Department of Energy is directed to cease all disposal of radioactive 

wastes, or radioactive arid hazardous wastes, in landfills that are unlined, 

lack leachate collectibn systems, or lack 'groundwater and soil column 

monitoring systems meeting applicable federal or state requirements for 

hazardous waste landfills, after December 31, 2006. The Department is 

directed to utilize funds appropriated for environmental management to 

begin planning, permi~ng and construction of lined disposal facilities for 

radioactive and lflixed (radioactive and hazardous) wastes. After January 

1, 2007, the Department's low-level radioactive waste landfills receiving 

wastes shall comply with all applicable and rel~vant federal and state 

standards for operation, expansion and closure of land disposal facilities 

for hazardous materials pursuant to 42 USC 6925, provided the stqte 

standards to be applied have been adopted as part of a state regulatory 
program authorized pursuant to 42 USC 6926. Failure to comply shall be 

subje~t to all penalties ~r actions authorized to be taken by the 
Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency, states or 
individuals pursuant to the provislons of the Resource Conservation and 

Recovery Act and Federal Facilities Enforcement Act, Chapter 42 USC 

6901 et seq. The Department is encouraged to store wastes to the extent 

practicable for disposal in lined facilities, rather than seeking to accelerate 

disposal in unlined facilities prior to the deadline in this Act. No funds 

appropriated in Fiscal Year, 2007 may be used by the Department to 

appeal, or otherwise challenge, state permits, orders, laws or rules 
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requiring use of lined disposal facilities, ·or the closure and remediation of 
unlined disposal facilities. 

Ending use of unlined trenches and landfills is the single most productive, inexpensive 
step that can be taken to reduce contamination of groundwater and soil at USDOE sites. 
At Hanford, the construction of a very large lined, RCRA compliant landfill with 
leachate collection has been completed for $18 million. The capacity of these cells is 
larger than the projected 40 year need for Hanford Clean-Up wastes. At NTS, the cost 
differential between the proposed lined landfill, which the State is seeking v'ia its mixed 
waste permit, and USDOE' s preferred unlined landfill, is under $[0 million. 

The public knows that it is irresponsible and illegal to dig a hole and dump household 
garbage, and that our local governments must have lined landfills for municipal' 
garbage. The federal government should not continue to hold itself to a lower standard, 
and il).crease the ultimate cost of cleaning up USDOE sites and increase the damage to 
groundwater. 

We ask that you work with your colleagues from Idaho, Nevada and Washington State 
to enstire that the Defense Authorization or Energy and Water Appropriation for FY 
2007 include the proposed reasonable end of USDOE' s use of unlined soil trenches for 
disposal of wastes. 

Sincerely, . . 

c't"~r~'L~lt 
Joni Arends 
Executive·Director 
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