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Auomarxy

A survey of the heslth protietion progrom in offecl: st tho Los Alsmos
Scientifie Laboratory wee purforwed. The con:lusinons are that the program
10 adequate te nsure heslthful working cond):lons for lLAAO, LASL and Zia
employses. Oue suggeetion |4-wede as a ruouli: of he survey and iuvolves
radiation meaisnring of Carte eircrate.

Joaxedustion

A survey of the health protection progrom at |ASL vme performed by Claude

R. Davis and Maymond L. Miller of the ALO Opr:zationsl Safety Division onm
Septenber 1+3, 1964, The survey included & iuview of the practices snd
prosedured for tadiological esfety, indusrrzii. hygiene, ridiosckive wasce
disposn], sad suvironmental monitoring. /de; scy of aceion on pravicus
survey suggestions waa teviewed. An extensivu tour of lLaliovatory facilities
afforded the epportunity to obeervs the. pracii.ces ¢nd procedures in sotual
operation. The purpese of the survey wee to ivalunte the health protection
progran and vesoemead improvements if sppropriste. Results of the eurvey
wers discussed with managesent persounel fron LAAO and LASL at the cenclu-

sien of she vieit,

’ The henlth protection organiszation maintaine! by LISL {s providing s gooa
health: proteggion pregram fer the enploycees i1 the AEC, LASL snd Zia
Compounly and for the residente of Los Alsnos. The steff members gre coape-
tent, nware of potausisl preblems, well equi:jed etid receive sdequate
nansgeisent euppours.

Proposid ehanges in the sied leave and retur:.te-wirk policies should be
sdequatie implementation for the surpestion cititsfnud in Dr. L. B. Tepper's
ocsupat:ional medical appreisal reporc of Janunry 29 and 3¢, 1964,

Disposnl of solid redicective wstes is w1l coordinated 4nd adequate
reuordis are baing maintaineé. The continuoed 1ignilicant reduction ‘o cost
for solid woste durisl is cramendable. Dispiual of liquid radicsctive
vestes' 45 being performed tn a eatisfactory unaner and efiluents are with-
in the liwics estadlished by ABC, Efforts ol provide adequate process
equipmint for handling DP Neat wastes should e continued,
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HPSR, LASL e 3

Lind\oag. L Buryey
mm&nﬂy{m#, 9. Solid 1adicactive wastes are buried under
dirci:tion of sn H-l staff member. Tho culy. non-LASL westes being sccepted

are alussified meterisls f{rem Baiidix Tcorporation sod Iberline Instrument
Cotpiitation. Low ackivity westes sre ccllucted end packeged for burisl by
Jeniterial perscnnel. Dempeter Dumpstess nir used extensively for wiste
oumgo ond transportetion. Pickup of wusiied occur st intervels verying
from J te )0 days and 2,000 miles may be diiven esch sonth for waste

tranhpertation,

Addillenal lov activity wastes {nclude aludye from the liquid waste pro-
cessing plante and residue from the TA-] divolition. About 50 drums of
sludj;e are buried sach monzh and 10-20 trucklosds of TA-1 residue/day are
beini: transported to the buriel eite. Twelvs of the original TA-l builde
ing? are Deing resed. VUranjus and plutoniux conteminstion levels to 10,000
d/8/tQ en® have teen measured in some of tho buildings and consequently 6
¢f them ave being disposed of as rodiocactive westa. Materials eve coverad
with tearpsuline during transport and burned (n Pik &4 ot Ares G burial
groutd. Alr ssmples colleisted during burn piriods indicate no eignificeat
hesetd end sn S0P wase prepnred to cover the Jemolition project.

High astivity weste burials ere given special sttantion and occur 24 timos
esch meonth, 3pecisl shielded transfer contalners sre used and H-1 monitors
ere in sttsndance throughout thu procadures. Thoue burtale oceur in 12"
or J{" dtameter by 30' deep wells located {3 Arew C burial grounsd. Each
wall {s cepped with concrese tu insure & perraneni:, nonleachable conditfen.
Recotrds of buriale include & lojbook which 2onteins daily entries ss to
materinl loeation, typs, quantity, etc. A grid system his been established
in oider 80 provide mesns 3f volocating buri:d ftems, L€ nccessary. During
the second quarter of 1964 & totul of 2,110 ;da” were buried {n S5-gallon
druas, capdbosrd boxes and plastic bags. 71! _ycar-end totol for_1963 was
7,871 ydo3, Coste have desresscd vrom 920y 13 ia 1956 to $15/yd3 fa 1963,
Chargeable buriel expenses fnclul: 21 ftcaa such me packiging, collection,
transpertation, encavation, monitoring, fercing, wtc.

Liquid redicsctive wastes nre processcd by |3 memhers of H-? through weste
treataent plants located a: TA-30 snd D Wea:, The4S wante plant {8 no
lunger veveiving westes and is currently bely prmpared for finsl dispucal.
Ten Bites westse plent fs oa staaddby only au. 11l Tun Site wastes are cur-
rently pumped 3o TA-30 for procosaing, A 1:2)ucet for & new dispossl plsnt
at Tea 8its {0 being consiiiered by Laboratcr/ msaingement.

Waste stresm Rrestment at lioth TA-50 and DF Jest plants consists of chomi-
val eddition, flocculatsion sud sedimantaticn, Sludge from the ecttling
tanks is processed through vacuum filters cni buried in 53-gallion drums in
Atves ' burial ground, LAquid from the OF Va:t seitling canks ie pumpad
through iem emthange columis whicii are rogcairated twice & yesyr. Effluents






