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SUBJECl': INTERVIEW WID-I JULIE WILSON, HRL 

From nppl'oximntoly 2:00·3 :00 pm, Jnnunry 4, 1994, Bmd Mnrtin, Don H.ickmott, Steve 
Wnntnnnbe, nnd Gene Potter interviewed Julie Wilson concerning historicnl nctivitics thnt 
were conducted nt the HRL building. In pnrticulnr, questions wore nsked rclntivo to whnt 
rndionctive mnterinls or chcmicnls may huvc been disposed of in the snnitnry sewer bl3twccn 
1963 nnd 1981. The following is n summary or the muin points in the interview, 

Ms. Wilson who hnd been nt the lnb ~ince 1966 described some of the experiments. They 
runged from external irrndintion of nnimnls nnd cells (grown in cultures) to inltnlotion and 
ml!tnbolism studies where rndionr.tivc mntcrinls were phtccd in onimnls. In one series of 
c:<perimcnts, n rcsenrchor numcd John Spulding cxtcrnnlly irrudinted muny gcncrntions of 
mico with low levels, However these experiments were done with scnlcd sources nnd nro 
not of conc.orn to the ER program. The building nlso contnincd sensitive whoiG body 
counters for humuns nnd Mimnls. Humnns were counted, for example, to determine the 
urnount of fnllout which was incorpol'ntcd into their bodies. Animnls were counted to 
determine the results of metnbolism experiments, Thcsu cnrly counters utilized lnrge tnnks 
of liquid scintillation fluid surrounded by photomultiplier tubes. The scintillntiotl fluids were 
xylene· or toluenD-bnsed. Ms. Wilson personully disposed of' the smnllcr nnimnl counter. 
She did not rccnll how the lnrgor humnn counter wns decommissioned. 

Ms. Wilson rccnlll;)d thnt, in the lnborntorics where the mutnbolism experiments were done, 
nil of the mntcrinls were disposed of by pncknging ns rntiionctivc wustc nnd shipping to T A· 
54,· However, she nclmittccl thnt some of the wnstc could hnvc been disposl!d of in the 
drnins. She rccnllcd oltpcrimcnts done with Pu-238, J>u-239, Pm-147, nnd Po-210. For some 
inhulntion experiments, Pu wns lnbclcd with Co-60 {bccnuse t'f thl! dirl"tculty or counting Pu 
in th~ lungs directly). ln nddition, P-32 und S-35 nrc still used to lnbcl DNA. C-14 nnd H-3 
wore nlso used nttd would huve been counted in liquid scintillntion cocktnils (xylene· or 
tolucmc-bnscd). She thought thnt the scinlillution cocktuil wus ulso !lent to TA-54 11ftcr usc 
but referred us to Bob Rntllff (now retired) who did most of the work. She stressed thnt it 
wus their prncticc to dispose of wnste liquids from experiments ns rudionctive Wll!llc. They 
did not utilize "hot11 sinks or log nlllounts thnl were purposely poUI'ed in to thu sunihu-y 
sewer. She rccullcd the sump in the sub·bn!lentcnt baing monitored nnd thouuht thnt un~ 
rndionctivity found wus probnbly P-32 which some nt HRL w~rc less concerned nbout 
bocnuso of its short hnlf·lifc (14 days). 
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foilo Jnnunry 5, 199tl 

Ms. Wilson did not rccnll nny 11 hot11 showers or eye wnsh stutlon!l being used nncl thout~ht 
tlmt It WU.Il unllkoly bccnus~J of the nnturc of their work (umnll CJU1111IItlos on bench topu) thnt 
nnyonc hncl been grossly contnminntl.!d. 

When nskcd nbout uny ltuznrdous chemiculs which muy ht\VC boon disposed of l11 tho 
snnitnry sewer. Ms. Wilson stilted thut lnrgc CJUtUllitlcs of cthMolund phcnol·chloroform 
wore still In usc nnd could hnvo been poured down tho drnlns In the pust. Shc stuled thnt the 
nnturo of working with biologicnl !l,YstctliS did not nllow tho unu of strong solvotlls, etc. 
which could dnmngc tho experiments. dlnsswnrc, for cxnmplo, cntt only be clctlltcd by 
wnshing with dctct·gent. She nlso stnted thntno blologlcnl h111.urds (for ~)(tli11Jllc, viruses) 
wcru used in the experiments. 
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