
Los Alamos 
NATIONAL LAFlORATORV 

memorandum 

Lvc-r: 0 5 ?s lJ t:DO 
c0 23 .. 0089 

TaiMS: FIIB 

rrorrllviS.· Stevo Wntunabo 

PhonsiFAX: £:52515·8843 

Symbol: CLS•ER SWD3•001 

Dalfll Jar~, Hi, 1093 

Subjct.~t: Interview with Julie Wilson l/15/93, concerning SWMU 43-003 Photo Pro~cssor 
und 43·002 lnclnct'Utor. 

Julie Wilson has wm·kcd ut the 1-Jculth Research Lub l'or 27 ycurs. Plvc yt!urs ugn, she wus put In 
chW'gc of the uutomutcd x·ruy lilm prO<:cs~ors In LS division. 

Thcr~ urc two Konicu X-ruy processors, the QX-70 und QX-60. Julie cxplulncd that the 
solutions usc<.! to process the ntm urc "t1x", <.lcvclopet't und wuwr. Euch solution Is held 1.11 u 
trough in the processor. As developing occurs, lht.: solutions urc continuously l\!l)lcnll4hl!d fmm 
storugc reservoirs. Exccs.'l solutions exit through overflow drulns lou "cntch" bu.'lln. 

tn 1990, the til< nnd developer begun being collcctcu. Prior to this, It wus dmtncu into tltc rcgulut· 
sewer systl.!m. The !lolutions urc now d1'ulncd Into 5-gullon conwlmm; und urc stm·cd In lhc sumc 
room us the processor (Rm. #235 und #245). The containers llt'c then picked up weekly by 
Southwest Rndlogruphlcs l'or recycling. WttlCI' t'I'Om the developing ls c.lr11lm~d Into U1c rcgulw· 
sewer system. 

The processors ure hcuvlly used by LS·l nnd 2, uppro:<lmulCiy 80 people huvc uccc.'ls to the 
muchlncs. There huvc n~vcr been uny problems Involving the pl'Occssor at• tl1c chcmlculs u.'!soclutcc.J 
with them. A Sttmdurd Opct•ullng PI'Occc.lurc (SOP) cnn be rcl'ct·cnccd l'or !iUl'cly t'Cgulutions ttlld 
opcrullng procedure. 

111e lnclncrutor wus used ut HRL In the curly 70's. 11 wus used tu uesu·oy unlmul curcusscs 
contuminutcd with truccr quunlitk:s or l)QO•Lrnnsurnnlc Isotopes. A lul'gl! spectrum or Isotopes 
were used (Cesium, Cobult. Niobium, Strontium, Cudmlum, Mercury, Zinc, 11'011, Lcud) In plco· 
cutic quuntltlcs ( 10·12) over u period of ubout 15 ycurs between 1960-1975. 1'hc room whl!rc the 
incincrutor wus loculCd wus routinely screened for radlutlon und met ull sct·ccnlng uct.lon level !I 
(SAL's). 
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