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The following is n summury of scVCl'Ul site visits to the Hcnllh Research 
Lnborntory. 

1-15-93 
Wutunnbc, Mnrtcll, Michnel, und Blnck Interviewed Julie \Vllson. Wilson 
suid the incinerator wus used about 15 yeurs between 1960-1975 to 
<.lesti'OY unimu1 cnrcusscs contuminntcd with truccr qunntities of non-
trunsurnnic isotopes. The spectrum or isotopes used were Cesium. Cobalt, 
Niobium, Strontium, Cadmium, MercUl'y, Zinc, ll'on, und Lend in plco-cul'le 
quuntities ('1 0·12 ), The room whct'e lhc incincrnlot· WL\S lc1cntcd hus been 
routinely ~crecncd ror rudinlion with negative t'esulls (Wntnnnbe 1993, 
23-0039). 

1/20/93 
\Vntunubc und Murtcll interviewed Joe Gutewood (5-2906). Gutcwood wus 
in churgc of removing the inclnct·utor. The incincrutot· wns snmplcd fot· 
asbc~tos nftcr I'cmovul nnd no truce wus found (At·chivc 23"0044 fat• 
asbestos t'cport). According to Gatewood's histol'ic recor·ds. no lt'CJnsut·unlc 
incineration occurred In the inclnct•ntot·. Screening tests were done in 

· B 137 i'or nlphn, belu. nnd gummu rndiouctivlty nncl cnmc up negative. 
Gutcwood hus wot·kcd ut HRL for tht·cc yccu·s. He ha!; ulso written u memo 
documenting n brier histot·y of' the inclnct·utot• (ut·chlvc 23-0042). Ron 
Browne (HS-1) is the HPT who worked in ul HRL when the lncinct·utot· wus 
removed twd took scvct•tll swipes of the incinci'Utor and ru·cu for 
rndiouctlvity. He hns said thut the swipes were ull ncgntlvc nnd the record 
for this should be ut the HRL. Jeff Eichm·st(HS-1) is the cut·rcnt H PT al H RL. 
He suid that he would look for Browne's swipe t•csull.s. 

Joe Gutewood hus suld vlu phone ( 1-22"93) thnt the chimney i'ot· the 
incinerator is still there. It is locntcd on the cxtct'lot· or HRL. The chll11t1C)' 
hns been wnllcd off nt the bottom unc.l cupped orr on the top. ln~l.cl!!._B_l)l~. __ 
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the opening to the chimney is sculcd with u steel plutc nncl cavct•ccl wllh 
concrete. The top of the chimney hns u wooden covet' over lt. 

1/25/93 
Julie showed u:; the lncinet·utm room B 137. Thct'c bncl beet'\ l\ tiruitl In the 
room but il is plugged with conct·ctc. The lnclncrulol' dlc.J not huvc n bottom 
so the rloot' where the lnc.:inct'utot' ht\d Hal Wl\s ulso newly conct'clcd ns wns 
the opening into the chimney. lt Is rcpOl'tcd by the HRL people thnt the top 
or the chimney hu~ nll'O been plugged. We WCI\t outside lo view the 
chimney where it wns no led thul n clc~m out doot' ( 12'' X 18") existed, 
inside the door Wl\S u smt\11 pllc of ash. It wus suggested thut the ush be 
checked for rudloncllvlty, Lnlct·, Julie Wilson culled to suy she hnd the HPT 
Jeff Eichorst HS-1 check the ush In the cleunout door. Jcl'f reported thut 
nothing wns detected. 

1127/93 
\Yt\tnnnbc l\nd Mut·tell interviewed Emcsto A. VIgil (7·0858), V igll WOI'kccl 
ut HRL from the curly '60s to the mid '70s nnd WitH In chm·gc or the 
incincl'l\tor dul'ing those ycut·s. VIgil stutcd thut the iuclnct·utoJ' wm; used 
to bunt mice. ruts, f~:cnl, und l'cc:ul contnminutcd pupcr, VIgil did huvc 
some knowledge ubout the experiments. Eucn cx,,cl'lmcnt nvcmgcd 
ui'Ound 90 nrdmuls, but vcl'lcd clcpcndlng on the type of' experiment bcJug 
run. He believed thnt the experiments used only nnno Cul'lc ( 1 0-9) 
umounts or isotopic clements. In till! cul'ly '70s, HRL stopped burning the 
1.mlmt\l cnrcusscs in the inclncrutot' and began !'t'cczlng them. Only rccul 
contnminntcd pnper was burned. ln the lntc '60s eul'ly '70s, the lnc!ncrulot' 
Wl\S modified. A second burner wns ucldcd. und the stuck wus heightened. 
The second bumcr wus uddcd bcc~utsc the nit• rlow In the inclncl'l\lOI' wus 
not moving correctly, Smoke would rccun·cntly en tel' the room until thl! 
nit· l'low in the lncincrutor wns well cstubllshcd. The sluck wus hl!Jghlencd 
bccnusc smoke would pcrlodlca\ly blow Into well occupied uz·cus ut HRL. 
To VIgil's knowledge, the inclnct'nlot· wns c:lcuncd only few times by ZIA. 
He is not sure how the nshl.!s were disposed or. 

t/27193 
Cui Mnl'tcll lnvcstlgutl!d If CLS-1 would be nblc: to unulyzc n sumplc ol' ush 
for beta and gummu ncti vlty. Duvid Muz·tincz lndlcutcd thcl'c would be no 
problem in bringing such us snmplc into the CMR. Nelson Stulnuket' suld he 
would be ublc to do the nnulysls. 1 contacted Jet'!' Eichot•st HPT ut HRL to 
usk tr he would mcel me Hl lhc clcun out door lo Lhc chimney. I filled two 
glass jnrs with nshes from the incincz·ntot· chimney which Jcfl' monltol'cd 
for bctu/gCimmu nctivitlcs unci J'ound nothlng. I took the sumples lo Nelson 
for nnnlysis. 
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Nelson Stulnukct· t'cportcd (2/3/93) finding Cs-137 by gummu scun11lng in 
the ash sample I had brought to him. 
Cs-137 hns u tl/2 = 30 ycurs. 1l hns n 663 kev gummu pcuk. Within n 
fnctor of 2 to 3, Nelson estimated Cs nt 6 nCI ( 1 0·9), Nelson Is going to 
leach the ush sample and nnulyzc lhut. l have uskcc.l hm Beck to cstlmulc u 
risk assessment for 20 • 30 nCJ Cs-J 37. 

Jeff Eichorst foxed copies ol' two Swipe Survey Rcpot·ts taken ln Sept 1992. 
One Js of room B 137 where the inclncrutor wus locutcd. \Vulls, J'lool's, nncl 
equipment were checked und there wus No Dctcctublc Activity. The other 
survey wus or the incinerator·. 1000 c.Jpm flxcc.J wus found on the lntcriOI' of 
the incincrntor, nncl swipes of the cxtcr·Jor· l'ounc.J No Dctccttlblc Actlv!ty 
(Archive # 23-0058). 
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