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This momorandum outlinus a discussion wilh Mr. Hilton on April2, 1993tllDl occurred In tho TA•35•268 

confurtJnco room. Tho intotviow lnstod from 1:15 P.M. to 4:00P.M. OU 1082 Teom Mombvrs·Brod 

Martin, Donald Hic:kmott, ElRoy Mlllor, Dorothy Hoard. Mnrgo Bu~ •• ond j:nyc Moll anondod. Additional 

lntQrmation wns abo obtalnod during a f!old trip to S·Silo and through tolophono corr.,oorsoUons. Mr. Hilton 

WOtkod tor Laboratory groops X-3. OMX•3, and WX·3 from Novornbor HM4 to 1979. Ho was in c:hatge of a 

cn~ing lino during VIWII, and ll:ltor WOtkod in phot~rophy nnd S·Sito plnnl opomtions. 

Mr. Hilton nrrivod at Los Alamos in Novombor 19M oltor Gponding limo in tho AtmJ Air Corps. Prior to 

enlistment, ho ~1d "'Irkod at tho Atlas Powdor Co. doing oxplosivos producrion work. Mr. HiJion ptOYided 

much intorm.1tion toncorning S·Sito operations during tho 35 yonr period ho was omployod o\ \he taciUty. 

Mr. Hilton disc:uwxJ oporotion~ in virtually ovory buildin!: at old S·Silo. Portinonl information lhDI pertains 

to indiYiduallnt:ilitios is s;Jmm.·uizod. 

TA·1G·1 (S·l): Admini:urntion building. M:. HUton at::.o :;lnlod lhnl n structuro c:ontnlning photographic 

lueililios had boon locl•tod botwoon S. 1 nnd S·2. 

TA·11).2 (5·2): Womon's chongo houso oncJ laundry lncility: oiGO o lir:;a nid station. Tho struc:luro list says 

this txlildift9 wns an omc:o. 

TA·1 6-3 (~): Elctetric:ianl' shop • usod ror Sloring ol«:c:\ticnl ~!pplios :;uc:h ns conduit and 1ixturos. 

TA·16Ml ($..&): Moinlononco • Croup X·3 inslt\lmonlntion !:hop 

TA•tG<-~ (S·i"): Doilor hou!So • nlso slond tr,• twin dio$01 onginoG. 
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TA•tGo 10 (S. 1 0): Wnrohouso. Thi:l building wa• uso<J to at oro cost~ mold a. Tho mold a woro ciNned in 

the north enc: of tho buildift9. so HE mor bo present In tho facility. Cutting oil wos usod during lhrtading 

opem~ Tho molds w«o thon t1'4Vod to TA•1G-11 nr.d TA•1G-121or ~otngo. 

TA·tG-t t (S,tOO): Wntohou~UJ. Used for Sloring doconraminoled molda. Thoso woro dispoNd ol •• 

Mosito dol Ouoy. 

TA·tG-12 (S•tOE): Watohouso. UM<S tor storing docontamiMlod HE costing tnl)kfs. 

TA·1Go11 (S.tol): Plumbing storogo (pipQs). No contaminated p!umbing oquipmont wa• over ptoMnt In 

this buildif'9. 

TA·1G-2ol (S•20): Anulytical building, HE wns dlss.olvod in ocotono Ot othor solvonta during 8Miylia. 

Trirnminos s.ntto burning ground. 

TA·1G-26 (S-4 prior to S·25): Th~ wns tho OtigiMI S.Sito eosting !xlilding prior to construction ol &he ,f(). 

Uno and TA·: G-21'. This buUding h"d n bftsomCinl. 

TA·1 G-27 (S•25E): Mr. Hihon conlitmod tho ptosonc:o ol ro crysUlUizod HE in tho ductwork. Ho olso dalma 

th:lt tho No\sh High TOtquo pumps in lho bnsotnQnt oro highly HE contnmiMtod. At loaat some of the 

aump<lmins ltOtn this building wont notth beneath the 100d lOt dozons of foot (soo map). The walJt In lhe 

sump cloaning aroa on tho couth Gido woro contnminaiGd. 

TA·1G·30 and 1G•34 (S•26E): M~gazino~ • ono hold cn~lift95 waiting to bo mnchinod. tho other hold 

l!nishod procJuct W~~iti~ to bo moasurod. 

TA·1Go35 (S•26F'): Utilit'J room· an oquipmont room that hou~ air compros.sors which woro used to 

dmo tho HE machining ,quipmont in tho no:uby machining boys. 

TA·l~ (S.27F): Stoam cleaning. 

TA·16-37 (5-27): A CiMX·2 ft1cility uw<t lor HE grinding and ell sling. Tho sump drain lino ror this building 

mny still 1M in pU.Co. Thoso wonl ~~ lhon ~lh bono&th tho road (soo tn:tp). 
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TA·1G-38 (S·5 prior to S·28): This wns tho orlginnl millinglc:nstlng building. It also wns Ialor uHd lor 

cnstlng. Mr. Hilton doosn't boliovo thnl tho •fronch" dmin lino wns ovor romovod. II drained to tho 

southoasr. perhaps 200 and 300ft. II wns susgostod thln wo don't wont to dig southonst oll6·38. 

TA·l&-39 (S.29): Rlldio-grophic Building. Sorvod ns o film loading building for mdiogrophy nl T·Silo. 

TA·16-40 (5-~9): Radiun hu!mont. Film produced hero was lot or dove loped at V·Sito. 

TA·16-41 (S-30): Contnlnad compros:;ors for olr motOtS In tho 40's lino (no hydraulics). 

TA·1r...&1 (S.OO) sewor: Thi3 sowor was contominatod wilh HE, ovon though it oxifed ltom o bathroom. 

Hiltor. rGg:~rded this soptic tonk as novor cont:lmin:atod (fiold trip 7·9·93). but could not r~ll ~~removal. 

TA•1Go42 ($-31): Costing. Thvro woro two ~Is ol drain lines exiling ltu building oach of which was HE 

conramimttod. Ono lormiMtod to tho oost noor tho oost rood and lho olhor to tho southoasl neor the 

south road (soo mctp). Thi~ buUding ol$o did muchining. 

TA·1 G-<&3 (S·~): Hoavily contnmiMtod • hod oxlrn droin lino that h"ndod :oouthwnrd pn$Sing noar 1 Gut 1 

(oddod from DUilding:. :Unglo :;ump, romovod with thu othor,). Tho buildin' wa~ nlso u:;od tor cunlnp 

ris.on~o. 

TA·tGMl.t (S•XS): Tho !Wmp' woro romovlld in ndvonco ollho 19GG clonnup nnd pnvod ovor whon TA· 

1Go-&1 wns tMd•lnto nn incinornror (dolo?). Tho pavi~ was lorn up nnd pipos romovod In lhe 1960 

cloonup. 

TA·tG-45 ~): Thi:; X·ray building~ n soparolo dmin from tho ro$1 ollho .SO·Lino. Tho drnin exitod 

into tho wn:Jl onst oltho nourb)• non!V::,oyth rCK~cJ. Tho oxtrn drain liner w:" lor a d:ltluoom. it nlso had a 

convontionnl HE drnin but wns not usod much b«.au~ HE wos not brokon up. 

TA·tG""S (S~): Radium fnciUty. During n smoU oorthqunko,lho mdium sourc.., foii¢Ut of ollgnmont and 

WM c:Mhc<f by its load P9~ it wns c:lonntd up thot~hJy. 
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't'A· tG-52 (S-.&3): This was lin oxpetimont.1l c:.lsting building. 

TA•tG-5:! (~): Thas woJ uSQd os both n casting nnd o machining focility. Al ono point tho sump wna 

'logged and h O't'trflowed. Mr. HUlon tetnO'Iod o •dosk•sizocr chunk ol HE f10m tho Dd)acont ground. 

TA·tG-54 (S~): &tium nitrato grinding. 

TA·tGo$S tS...sA): This buildi~ wos usod for "all sorts of things•. Thoso things ineludod ~rium niltalo 

grinding and lead llorngo. 

iA·1~7 (s-5G): Mag.ozlno • Mr. Hilton wns ul'.suro if effluent wos fiVer romovod. 

TA..1G•1'2 (S·'lG): This wns n nittocolluloso drying locility. Nilrocolluloso orrivod pnckod in olcohol. tho 

WOtkors lutr WOfk d:unl< due lo inhltlation ot nlcohol vttpor. 

TA·1G•N ($·76): Moguzino • hold <:nstingslor building TA•16•99, risor s-.wing. Hilton doosn't romombor 

itsromovnl 

TA·lG-81 (S.90): This wns at:.o o nitrocolluloso drying fnci~ty. 

TA·1(j.83 (S•92): Mnguzino. 

TA·tG-64 (S·93): Mngnzino. 

TA·16-86 (S·~5): Mngnzino. 

YA·16•88 (S.100): This wns usod lor siOtago ol casting molds during WWII. This building hDd a bomb 

~oltor bohind it. 

TA·16·89thrOu:Jh TA•lG-93 {S·10t through 5-105): Sumps woro vacuum clonnOd {this disagrees wilh a 

1952 momo • mnybo lhuy woro upgrndod ? Elroy) Allor TA·1G•2GO oponod, TA·1G·89 nnd 16·90 
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b«amo stomgu and TA·lG-91 nnd 16·92 woro usod for clonning ond rolurbishing HE contominaleo 

oquipmont. 

TA·1G-!)3 {S•10ol): Et.:troplating. No root oxposuro to HE. 

TA·tG-94 ($·106): Control building lor mnchining in lour surrounding facilities. This bldg. contoinod a 

submarino poriscope used toobsorvo mac:hining in TA·1G·95. 

TA·tG-!)5 (5-106 S): ContalnGd a llllho and driU ptoss. 

TA·1G-OO (S•l 00 W): Con:struclod as a 1'1'\Qchining lncili:y dosignod to houso n now gonerntion ollalhe. 

TA• 10.97 (S·1 Oil N): Conta•nod a latho. t.ntor c:lo.10«1 out tor a c:oHO<Tismoko room. 

TA·1Go98 (S•t06E): Contained n lotho. 

TA·t~:oo (S·108): This was onto nn oloctropl:ating fncility. Chromo, coppcrr ond nic:kol woro usod. 

TA•tG-187: Thi."l building YWns uiOd to ~tOto barrols of oil and GOivonl. with spir;otl on th9it lidos. lor 

mnehino ~ps. Tho~ b."''trols c:ourc: tuwo ~nsi:Y lon~od. Also, plotform TA·1r,.t9~ b)' bid~. tG•tl3 wns 

U5«S for chromo and coppor ~U:.to drums. 

TA·IG-460: Annlyticnl tnb. Thudtnins hllvo boon c:Jont\Qd nnd nro sti&l in us.o. 

TA·tti-47:". •178: Tho Hr! mnchin&n«; Of)t?rntiQns in thoso buiJding~dtninod ton fronch dtnin uathor thnn n 

"""P • untd tho toto tOOOs. Mr. Haton o'tim:lto' thllt HYoral hundro<l pou~s of HE may 1t1ll bo in lho 

fronch dmin 10 lho onst of tho building. Ho doos not rQCQfnmond drillinCJ or trondlint; in lhis nro:~. 
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TA·1G..t90 (T•l)! T·Sito odmlnistrntion ond tnborntorios. Lots of photo davolopino In this building. 

Elfluont dischttrgod to oost. 

TA·lG-491 (T·2): X•ray buiJdi"9 (could bo conlusod with ~G-400). Ono 01 moro of lh•so X·ray buildings 

mny h&wo c:ontninod" radium facility. 

TA•16-492 (T-!S): X·roy building 

TA·16-493 (T..&): Magazino. 

TA·1~5 CT·G): WOfkorea. 

TA·1G..a96 {T•7): X•rny building (could be conlusod with 16-491). 

TA·lG-497' (T-8): Magazine. 

TA·lG-498 (T·9): X·r'ly building. 

TA·lG-499 (T·lO): Rndium building. 

TA·~G-515: EJCporlmontol ~sling and photo dO'Joloping oecurrod in tho west end of this facility. Later. 

there wos on X•my unit in tho wosl ond oltho lncilily. Aomoto control oetiv~ies oeeurrod horo (the $hake 

tnblo). Bomcltot and Comp-B wOto cast horoin, Only wntor )t\ckots wote used lor cooling. 

TA·1 G-51 6: V ·Slto • ~ructuro list stntos tho bldg. w~s formorly o lnb (V ·4) but was lot or usod for ~ora go. 

TA·16-517: Trinity dovico assembly occurred horo. An ouldoot shako toblo wos loc.atod to lhu SOU1hoosl 

of this facility. It was usod to wko devicos ovornit~ht. Rosin oporotions and plastic oporotlons occurred 

hurGin. MEK (methyl othyl )(otono) moy hnvo bofJn usod. 

TA·l G-5 18: Thoro wo~ a pit in lho con:or oltho U ·~ltlpod nro;, to simutnlo tho loading doCk ot tho B·29. A 

ponion of tho B·29 nuombly was ~uspondod obovo thi$ to allow practico loading ond armi119 ol a dovico. 

Tho pit wns shotod with railroad tios. 
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TA·1G-S20: F01morly part ollG-~19. Thi!l foc•lily contninod wtostling mats that woro uiOd to ptotocttho 

HE during MSoni)ly. \':unilhing. paintifl9,uncJ nssombty al10 :ook placo in thia building. 

Other usoful ~.,lOtmolion inel'.ld«f that Iocr lhat thoro wn:l 41n HE burning ground whoro TA·10.9G waaiDior 

built. lt b&ow up S&:nttoring dobris '" for as tho ndmimlrntion. nron. Ho ~liovn thn\ thu nor1h OM ol MOA· 

R wnll ~ ns n du~ ground lOt flnshod materinl. Ho c:on!itmod thotlood lfUU9hs woro prosont in TNT 

buildincJS nn<J IU99Q'l~ that somo lncilitios had lcmd lloor11. Most sump drain linos did not dayl~hl, they 

irJiltrntod into tho subswhu:o. Ho emphnsizod th.'\t tporations woto potfOtmod in lho most oxptditious 

way po"*blo during tho wnr. HE was o:apo~o<J. scool)«!, nnd movod in process buildings ond in 

ma~it~ Ho proyido<J n ~rr?l MJ'nH os ~ udditionol contacts. Mr. Hi!ton olso indicatod that 

tho cJoanup ol tho ~ notthonst ol tho uld ~~ m.1ehinint; tino mny not ha-10 bocm vory thofough. 

n. ~ntion nrun buildings \lrOro tnl(on offsilo, nnd in somo cnaou. romovod by OOb WniOUNin 10 tho 

town :r.lto lOt ros.idontial and commercial~. In ndc!ition to tho town silo. somo oltho bWIOings woro talwn 

to other tochnicnl nrons, whitct oti'MJrs wom trnMPQt1cd to Colotndo. 
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