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EARLY SSITE NMISTORY, LEE HILTON INTERVIEW

This memorandum outlines o discussion with Mr, Hilton on April 2, 1993 thal occurred in tho TA-35-268
conlarenco room. The interview lnsted from 1:15 P.M, 10 4:00 P.M. OU 1082 Team Mombors-Brad
Martin, Donakd Hickmott, EIRoy Miller, Dorothy Hoard, Marge Buksa, and Faye Motz altonded. Additionul
information was aiso obtained during a liokd trip to S+Sito and through lelephone conversations, Mr, Hiton
worked for Laboralory groups X-3, GMX-3, and WX.3 from Novembar 1944 to 1979, Ho was in charge of a
casting line during WWII, and later worked in photography and S-Site plant epertions,

Me. Hilton arrived ot Los Alamos in Novembor 1944 aftor spending timo in the Army Alr Corps. Prior 10
enlisiment, he had worked at tho Atlas Powder Co. doing axplosives production work. Mr, Hilton provided
much information concerning S-Sito operations duting the 35 year period he was employed al the tacilily,
Me. Hilton discussed operations in virtually oveory building at old S-Site. Pertinent information thot pertains

1o individual [acilitios is surmmarized.

TA-18-1 (S+1): Administration building. M:, Hilton also staled that o siructure containing photographic
tacilitios had bean locuted botwoon S-1 and S-2,

TA-16-2 (S+2): Womon's chango houso and laundry [acility; also a tirst aid station, The structuro list says
this buikling was an of'ice.

TA-16:3 (S:3): Electricinns’ shop « used for stoting slectnical supplies such as conduit and iixtures,
TA+16+4 (Swl): Maintonanco « Group X-3 instrumentation shop

TA16-G {S+G). Zin repair shop « used for sloring tools and supplies.

TA16-2 (S-7): Boiler houso + nlso stand by twin diesol enginos,

TA16:8 (S+8): Zin cabinagt shop « used primatily ns o carpentry shop.
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TA:$0-10 ($+10): Warohouso, This buikling was used 1o siore casting molds, The mokis were cleaned in
the north end of tho buikling, so HE may be present in tha facility, Cutting oil was used during threading
oporntivns, The mokis wore thon moved 10 TA:10-11 and TA:16-12 lor storage.

TA-16-11 (S-100): Warohouse. Used for storing decontnminatod mokis. Thoso weto disposed of ai
Mosita dot Guoy.

TA-16-12 (S-10E): Warohouso. Usad lor storing docontaminatod HE custing mokis,
TA16:15 (5:12): Mo’ chanege houso

TA:16:17 (S-14); Plumbing storage (pipes). No contaminated plumbing equipmant was ovar present in
this building.

TA-16:24 (S:20): Anulytical building, ME was dissolved in ncetone or othar solvents during analysis.
Trimmings sent 10 burning ground.

TA16:23 (53 prior to S:23): This buikding was o powder inspection building.

TA-10-26 (S+4 prior to $:25): This was tho otiginal S+Site casting buikiing prior to construction of the 40-
Line and TA.16-27. This building hid o basemont,

TA-16-27 (S:25E): Mle. Millon contirmed the prosence of ro crysiallized HE in the ductwork, Ho also claims
that the Nash Migh Torque pumps in the basoment are highly HE conlaminated. At loast some of the
sump drains irom this buikling want north beneath the rond for dozens ol teol (soe map}. The walls in the
sump clenning area on tho south sido were contnminated.

TA1G:30 and 16:34 (S:26E): Magnzines « one held caslings waiting 1o bo machined, the other held
tinishod product waiting to bo measured.

TA16-35 (S+26F): Utility room « on equipmont room that housed oir comprossors which wero used 10
drivo tho HE machining aquipment in tho nearby machining bays.

TA16:36 (S+27F): Stoam clenning.

TA-16-37 (S27): A GMX-2 Incility used for HE grinding and casting. The sump drain line for this buiiding
may still be in place. These went west then south beneath the road (seo map).



TA-16-38 (S5 prior 10 S-28): This was the original milling/casting building. !t also was laler used (or
casting. Mr, Hilton doosn’t balieve that the *french” drnin line was ever removed. |l drained (o the
southeast, porhaps 200 and 300 11. It was suggosiod that wo don't want 1o dig southeas! of 16-38,

TA-15:39 (S-29): Radio~gmphic Buikiing, Served as a film loading building tor radiography at T-Sito.
TA-16-40 (S-298): Radium hutmont. Film produced here waa lnler doveloped at V-Site.
TA+16-41 (S-30): Conlained comprossors for nir molors in the 40's line {no hydraulics).

TA-16-41 (S-30) seweor: This sewer was contaminated with HE, oven though it oxited irom o bathroom.
Hiltor: regarded this septic lank as nover contaminated (fiokd trip 7:9-93), but could not recal! ils removal,

TA:16-42 ($:31): Casting. Thuro woro two sets of drain lines exiting this building sach of which was HE
contaminated. One torminnted 10 the oast near the oast road and the other 10 the southoast neer the
south read (300 map). This buikiing also did machining,

TA+16-43 (S:32): Hoavily contnminated « hadd oxlra drain ling that headod southward poassing near 16.41
(ndded from buiklings single sump, removed with the others). The building was also used for cutling
risors,

TA1G-44 (S+33): Tho sumps woto romoved in ndvance of the 1966 cleanup and paved ovor whon TA.

16-41 was made inlo an incinorator (Jate 7). Tho paving was 1orn up and pipes removed in the 1960
cleanup.

TA-16-45 (S-34): This X-ray buikling had o sepatalo drain from the rest of tho 40:Lino, Tho drain exiled
into the wash east of the nourby nortivaauth road. The oxira deain line was lor a darktoom, it nlso had a
conventional HE drnin but wis not used much bocauso HE was not brokon up.

TA16-48 (S$:30): Radium locility. Ouring n small earthquake, the radium source toll out of alignment and
was crushed by its letd pig; it was cleaned up thoroughly,

TA20-19 (S«i1); This wag hin otfico and labdeatory, not o casting {acilty.

TA16:50 (S12): This was an oxpatitnontal chating buikiing.




TA«16:51 (S+42A): Sleam clonning
TA-16-52 (S+13): This wns an experimantal casling building.

TA16.52 (S-dd): This was used as both o casting and a machining Incility, Al one point the sump was
clogged and h overtiowed, Mr, Hillon removed a ‘desk-sized’ chunk of HE from the adjncont ground,

TA:16-54 {S-43). Barium nitmto grinding,

TA10:35 (S:45A): This building was usod lor “all sorts of things®, These things included barium nitrate
gtinding and lead stonge,

TA+10+30 (S=16): Magazino.
TANGST (S5-56): Magazine - Mr. Hiton was ursure if efffluent was ever removed.
TA-16-88 (S-72): Magazine,

TA«16:72 (S:76): This wns o nitrocelluloso drying Incility, Nitrocellulose atrived packed in alcohol, the
workars lult work drunk due 10 inhalation of nicohol vapor,

TAS16+74 (S-78): Maguzine + held castings for buikding TA+16:99, risor sawing. Hillon doesn't remombaor
its removal.

TA-16-81 (S-90): This was nlso a nitrocoliuloso drying Ingility.
TA-16-83 (S:92). Magnzino.
TA-16-84 (S:93): Mngazine.
TA-16-86 (S:95). Magnzino,

TA-16-88 {S-100): This was used for siorage of casting molds during WWII, This buikling had a bomb
shelter behind it.

TA-16-89 through TA:16-93 (S-101 through S-105): Sumps were vacuum cloaned (this disagrees with a
1952 memo - maybe they weore upgraded ? Elroy) Altar TA:16.260 opened, TA-16-89 and 16-90
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bacamo storngu and TA+16-91 and 16:92 were used for clenning and relurbishing ME contaminated
oquipmant,

TA16.93 (S-104): Eloctroplating. No real oxposuro to HE.

TA-16-94 (S-106): Control building lor machining in four surrounding facilities, This bidg. contained a
submatine poriscope used to obsorve machining in TA:16.95,

TA-16:95 (S+106 S): Contained a ntho nnd drill pross.

TA16-96 (S-106 W): Constructed as a machining Incility designed 10 houso a now genaration ol lathe.
TA1G-97 (S+100 N): Contmingd a latho. Lntor cloaned out for o colea/smaoke room.

TA-16:98 (S-106E): Contuined n lnthe.

TA+16-99 (S-87): This building is whero risars wero cut of! in WWII,

TA15+200 (S+108): This was onco an cloctroplating lacility, Chrome, coppar and nicke! viero used.
TA15.182: Digsal Unit Building » housed o gonorator,

TA-16-183: HE scrmp pickup platlonn (used garbagae cans, not drums)

TA1G-186; This stomgo nron was used 1o slore tools and equipment for sorvicing TA:16.35, utility room,
TA16:18%:  Thia building was used to store barrels of ol and solvenlt, with spigots on their sides, for

machino shops. Theso barrols coulkd have ensily leaked, Also, plntformn TA-16-19¢ by bids. 10:93 was
usad for chromo and coppor sullato drums,

TA10-450: Facility used lor matonals testing, not plting,
TA1G+16Q: Annlyticni tab. The draing have been cleaned and aro still in uso,
TAGATY, 478 Tho HE machining operntions in these buildings drnined 10 b Ironch drain rather than &

sump - until the Inte 1900s. Az, Hillon ostimatos that sovoral hundrod pounds of HE may stlt be in the
{rench drain to the east of the building. He does not recoinmaend dalling or trenching in this atea,



TA10-490 (T-1): T:Site administration and lnboratories. Lots of pholo developing in this buikiing.
Eltluent discharged to oast.

TA-16-491 (T:2): X:ray building (could bo conlusod with 16-406). Ono or more of theso X-ray buildings
may have conlained a radium facility,

TA:18-492 (T-3): X:ray building

TA16-493 (T-4): Magazine,

TA-15-494 (T:5): Magazine.

TA-16-495 (T-6): Work oren.

TA-16-496 (T-7): X:my buikling {could be conlused with 16-491),

TA-16-497 (T-8): Magazine.

TA-16-498 (T-9): Xeray building.

TA-16-499 (T-10): Radium buikling.

TA-16-515: Experimonial casting and pholo doveloping occurred in the west end of this focility. Later,

there was an X.ray unit i tho west ond of the facility, Romote control aclivities occurred hore (the shake
tably). Borncitol and Comp-B woro east horein, Only walor jackets were used for cooling,

TA-16-516: V-Site - structure list statos tho bldg. was formaerly a lnb (V-4) but was lator used for storage.

TA16-517: Trinity davico assembly occurrod haro, An ouldoor shake lablo was located to the southoast
of this facility. It was usod to shako devices ovornight. Resin oporalions and plastic operations occurred
horein. MEX (maethyl olhy! ketone) may have beon used.

TA-16-518: Thote wag a pit in the conlor of the U-shaped nrea 10 simulnie the loading dock of the B-29, A
portion of the B-29 assombly was suspended above this 10 allow pragtice loading and arming of & device,
Tho pit was shotred with raikvoad ties.




TA16-519: Varnishing, painling, and assembly of HE castings.

TA16-520: Formatly part of 16:519. This facililty containod wrestling mats that wero used 10 prolect the
RE during assombly. Vamishing, pointing, und nssombly nlso 100k pince in this buikling.

Other usatul inlormation inchuded that et that there was an HE burning ground whore TA-10-96 was laler
built, 1t blaw up seattering dobris us for a3 the ndministtation. ared. Ho bokevos that the norh end of MDA,
R wns used na o dumping ground for flashed material. Mo contirtmod that lead roughs weto presont in TNT
buildings ani suggested that some Incilitios had load toora. hiost sump drain lings did not daylight, they
infiltrated into tho subsuringe. Heo emphasized that ¢porations wero poardoemed in the most expeditious
way possible duting tho war. HE was exposed, 3coopad, nnd moved in process buildings and in
magasines. He provided o numbet al names as possible additional contacis. Mr. Hilton also indicalod that
tho cloanup of the ponds northoast of the vid 30s machining Ling may not havzo been vory thorough,

The admenistration ared buildings wore taken olfsite, and in s0me chses, removed by Bob Walatman fo the
town sito tor rosidontial and commercial uso. In nddition 10 tho town sito, some of the buildings were taken
to other technicn! atons, whiln othars wora transpoctod to Colomdo,
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