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This memornndum outlines a discussion with Mr. Hihon on March 30. 1994 th:u occurred in the 
TA·3S·~6S confcrcn~e roon\. The int~Nicw l:1stcd from 1:00 p.m. to 3:30p.m. OU 1082 Team 
Mcmbcr5 Or.\d M:min. Don Hickmon. M:uogo Buksa. K!U'Cn Schuhx Pnige. Sccvc \\':uanabe and 
ElRoy Milh:r :mended. 

Mr. Hilton :uTivcd in l.os t\l:tmos in 19J.S ;md worked in L:tbor:uory sroups X·3. CiMX·3 :tnd 
WX·3 until 1979. He W:tS in cll:lf¥C or n cnsting line during W.W.U and later worked in 
photosrnphy and S·Site plant opcrntions. Prior to his anivnl in Los Alamos. Mr. Hilton worked 
at 1\tl:as Powder Co. doing c~plosivtS work and enlisted in the Am1y Air Corps. 

~tr. Hilton provided the following pertinent int'onn~tion reg:u'ding building~ :u S·Site: 

·rA-16-tS: 111~~ w:tS a fairly l:trgc :.mount of HE brou~:ht into the laundry ns frnt:mcnts on 
workc:r·s clothing. 

·r,\·16-lS: 'Tile:~ w~"-. a l:rcost deal ot' HE in the d:ain line for this ste:&m w:al\hin& building when 
it wa.~ dl:g up in the mid 1960s. 

TA·t6-l9: Pump house for fuel oil tank T,\·16·29 to pump l'ucl oil into TA·!6·7 su::un plane. 
~ot cont~minatcd with HE. 

·rA·l6-:0: Hilton conlim1cd that this w:ts :l w:uc:r pump ph. linked to the s.1nit:u-y w:&tc:r systent 
"' S·Site. h is not an HE ~ump. 1'he>· we~ careful not ro cont:tmin:ue the administr:uion :uc 
with HE. The: pump pit only carried chlorin;ucd, treated water. 

TA·l6-: 1: Chlorin~nion station w:ts not Hl! comaminn:ed. Chlorination. '"':&h:r sol'tcning :md 
w:uc:r t1ow monitorint: cxcum:d hc:r.:. ~o known chlorine spills. 

1't\·l6-~9: 1'hl" l·ucl oil tank was c.:onn~tcd to pump house TA·l6·19 ;md wa.~ used to pro,·idc 
t'uel t'orTI\·16-7 boilers. 

TA·l6-49: Hilton bc:iiev~d that this buildint! had a rest room in it!i nonhcm side. 

TA·l6-SS·61: 11u:sc mag:l~incs slorcd r:tw HE product upon :1rrivnl in S·Site. both pnckagcd 
HI! and tinished HI! products were storc:d in 1·A·I6·S7 ·S9. :-\o open pa\:k:tgcs or loose HE wns 
ston:d in th~ ma1:azincs. P:lck:•t:es ot· He '"'ere taken from these tna&:lline.~ to building~ S·23 
nnd S·24 (T1\·l6-~S :md TA·l<i-~6) ro:- opening m1d inspection. B;uium nitrntc w:ts :tlso s1on:d 
in T1\·lG·SS·6l. 
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TA·l6-63: 11tis buildlng wa.~ used Cor m.:mls and is not cont;m\in:ucd with HE. 

TA· 16-6~.6.1.65: 11\csc buildings were used with the: rcccivin~ and handling or HE freighted 
from the outside and would be cont:unin:ucd with HE. particul:trl~· ·rA·l~64. They were only 
used for one to one :md one· halt' yc::.rs:'s m:ll!nir.~s. ,\ftcr th:1:, c:u-pentc:rs :md plumbers used 
the built!ings t'or storn,;e for a short time. 

TA· 16-106·109: ·nu:sc: stor:1sc: buildings wc:rc: minimaliy u~d for pm:k.1gcd l-IE :uorngc (similar 
to storJgc :uTA· t6-SS·61). possibl>· for one to om: and one halt" >·ears when they were tirst 
built. The~· wc:re used t'or stol':lgc: ot' other material~ S\ICh ;&s aluminum powder. le:\d oxide, 
b:uium nitrnte and other inen mau:ri:tls. 

TA· t6-139· i-16.190: These t\tc a cluster of buildinl!S l<>C:lted :\long Anchor R:tnch Ro:1d nc::tr the 
old lin: sta;ion. Thi~ :\tc w:ts not HE contaminate:<!. 

1'1\·16-~00: P~~nt d:t~· admini:str.uion builcinb nc,·c:r had a m:v:hine shop in il. 13:L~tnent is 
not ~:cnt:t.:nin:ucd with HE. chcmic:\is or oil. 11tis buildinl! h;u! a (uclt:lnk on the west wall 
:tbout tOO' south of the northwest corner which w:t~ usc:d for a b:lekup gcncr:uor in the buildin&;. 
The t01nk w:ts :cn1o,·cd nt'tcr one to two >'c:trs when the buildint: was fined with n:uur:d gas 
tines. ~o le:tk~ t'rotn the tank wen: :"Cportcd. 

·r~\·16-:o:: The n\Olchine shop in the: buitt1inl! die! not mac:hine an~· HE contnmin;uc:d 
t\&uipmcnt. Wotter soluble soap nnd oils ;1s wc:ll :L-> minitn:1l amounts ofTCE nnd penc:tr:uing oil 
would h;wc: ~one down the 11oor c!r:tins. :o\o but~·I :1~ct:\lc \\":\s used. •tnc south end of the 
l'Uil~inl! w;,:o;. the WX·ll instrument sho,,. '!111: no~h end was maintenance for eomprc~wrs, 
h~·dr:tulic-s, etc. 't11c I!:L"\t :;ide: ''":l."' Zia ch.'\:tric:. Th~ oil~owcr:1ow outl'all da~·lighcc:d near (c:ncc: 
b~· the ole! ~u:trd shack (1'A·I('"~O'J). 

TA· 16-:60: B:tys t ·S were initi:1Ur used for pta~:ics c:xplosh·cs, not machinin).!. ll:w 25 w:L~ 
not ori1=inall~· dc~il!ncd and built on the buildin~. I (owe\'c:r. it was added on :11mo~c 
inuncci:1tctr t~fter ·rA·t6-:60 '"'!1..~ built. ·nu: sm:&tl h:tll''":l>' d.":lin in B:sy ~5 was used to n:cci,·e 
t1oor ~w~pin~ from the hatlw\\y. not the m;u:hininl! b.1~· :m:a. Hilton st.1tc:d th:tt a laq:c: 
hori;eontat millin1! m:t<:hine ??'! w:L~ used in th:u tx1~·. 

TA· \( .. 30S: ·ntis buildin~ w:\s u~d to~!~· nitr01:c!!ulos.: cxp:osi\'C:S. Howc\'c:r. the: basement 
,,·outd nl't h:wc bc:~:omc coru:unin:1:re ~m·in1! this ~~~11.:c:s~ 

·r,\· t6-370: FtQQr dr.lin~ t':om th.: buil~!inl! woult.! x \:on:.:unina:cd wills barium nitr.th: from 
(;lrt~ C:&~'S :'s :\ l!rindint: t':1Cility. u:,rium nitr:Uc W:l'~ w:l:\hcc ci~ccl~· down the drnins. 

T.'\· l()o:Wt: Prop:mc cank :tt Uurninl! 0:-oun~~ "-;'!\ u)(d to dr:-· m;atcrials in Iiiier beds :tnJ (:tnk 
lxt'on: nash bumin~. 

TA· tcJ.3':l6: Hit ton bdic\'.:s th:n the n:~t rooms"~::.: im.idc 1·A·l6·3~9 :tnd chat there w:as no 
la:rinc :it che gurninl! Grounds. 

Tt\· t()..:O t ,~ .:o6: P~· t9S6. bc::on: s;mt.! lilt en. w.::c routc:d to the pond or trc:umcru J':u:iJil~·. 
\!r.lin w":cr w:1s :tltowcd to just run O\'t.:r the road i:"l!o the can ron. 
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TA·l().otl t: This buitdin~ \\':\S ncvc:rusc:d :L-. :t rest house, bc~:tusc it h;,s tlocncloscd w:dkw:J>' 
conn«tin~ it ~o ocher buildin&s. II ~s ulways bl:cn used for ~tot:lt:c ;md as~mbly of finished 
c:omponc:ncs. TI1c c~mpcrntu~ :~nd humicHt~· control c:quiptncnt W:t.'\ used to controlahc 
environment t'or the :~ssc:mbly prtXcss. 

·r,.\·1 ().416~: ~o ).;nown c:hcmic:d spills. 

TA· t 6-.:6-!: Shouid be considcn:d cont:m,in:ucd with" wid~ \':uiCW ot' HE. 

T1\· t 6.-liS: Ttl,~ dmin from the utili:>· room would noc be c:onsidc::c:d HE c:ona:~min:ucd bcc.1usc 
it w:t." l01::.ccd just outside the: conr:ol room where chc~· were c:srct'ul not to ~:ct cona:mun:lled 
with He. 111c: utilit~· r~X~m onl>· h:td the pumps and condensers. with c:ondc:ns:uc le.'lking into the 
~rnin. Then: is ;a water cooled v:~cuum pump in the utility roon1 which provided the: vnc:uum 
needed to hold He pieces in the chuck of the lathe loc:lted in che m.1chining room. 1\hhough lhe 
'';u:uum tines an: C:\lm:ntl>· labeled "D:mgcr • contamimlled with t·m·. Hih\Jn (c:h that it \\':\S 
unli);d:; thac the ''acuum lines '"'ere contaminated with HE because there is :• liher on the !ront 
ot' the \';\Cuum tines that pn:,·cnts HE from goin1: into the lines. l!\'c:n if there were HE in the 
vOlcuum linc.-s. he felt th:lt it ''-':tl~ l:nlikely th:u HE would then mo\'e into the: wacer lines chnc drip 
into the utilit~· dr:tin outfall. Hilton tch that the bui!dint: sump w:&s :a new rc:uure added :around 
1965 :md the: sump drnincd co the: cast. Before the sump w:ts :!ddc:d. the cmuc:nt dr:lincd 
chrou!!h :t French d:nin co the: south which \\'llS nor removed when the sump W:\S added. 

Tt\· 16-J.SI S.: 4~S: Should be: consit!c:n:d c:ont:m1inatc:d with HE. 

Gcncr.tl int'oml~ttion \\bout S·Sitc:: 

11lc: 1'\."St hou~s wc:rc sc:utc:n:d throu~hout S·Sitc were well ch::mc:d b~· 7..i:t. 111c Ooors or the 
isolated utilit~· rooms in the: n:st house~ wc:re wc:t rnopj)Cd :md w:~shcd down. nu: floor 
w:1shinl:s c!r.•inc:d throu~h the t1oor dr.1ins, c:uT:I'in1! :m~· tr:lccs of oil from the 1>umps and 
~on~cn~n.. 

TI1c: r.tdio::r:1phy an: would not lmve Hl! cont:mlin:tt.:d !1oor dr.tins since the work done then: 
did not disturb the HE (.':tst parts. 111e sources us~d in the buildin~s were r:tdium and cobalt. 

Hitt~:m cl~timcd th~1t spills in m~1g:tzinc:s were uncommon. St;mc!arJ clc:tn up method was wilh ;, 
dustpan. 

Rcmo.,·al of sumps throu1!hout S·Site in,·otvcd h:md dil!l!in~ followed b~· an HE check using a 
tcSI. kit on :til four sides of the sump. 
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