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EARLY S.SITE HISTORY, LEE HILTON INTERVIEW

This memorandum outlines a discussion with Mr. Hilton on March 30, 1994 that oceurred in the
TA35-268 conference roomt. The interview lasted from 1:00 p.m. 10 3:30 pam. OU 1082 Team
Members Brad Martin, Don Hickimott, Margo Buksa, Karen Schuliz Paige, Steve Watanabe and
ElRoy Miller attended,

Me. Hilton arrived in Los Alamos in 1944 and worked in Laboratory groups X-3, GMX-3 and
WN-3 until 1979, He was in charge of' a casting line during W.W.11 and later worked in
photography and S-Site plant operations. Prior to his arrival in Los Alamos, Mr, Hilion worked
at Atlas Powder Co. doing explosives work and enlisted in the Army Air Corps.

Mr. Hilton provided the following pertinent information regarding buildings at S-Site:

TA-16-15: There was a fairly large smount of HE brought into the laundry as fragments on
worket's clothing,

TA-16-18: There was a great deal of HE in the deain line for this steam washing building when
it was dug up in the mid 1960s,

TA-16-19: Pump house for tucl oil tank TA-16-29 to pump fucl oil into TA-16-7 sicam plant,
Not contaminated with HE,

TA+16-20: Hilton confirmed that this was & water pump pit, linked to the sanitary water system
at S-Site. Itis not an ME sump. They were caretil not to contaminate the administration are
with HE. The pump pit only carried chlorinited, treated water.

TA-16-21: Chlorination station was not HE contaminated. Chlorination, water softening and
water low monitoring occurred here. No known chlorine spills.

TA-16-29: This 'uel oil tank was connected to pump house TA«16-19 and was used (o provide
fucl tor TA-16-7 bailers.

TA-16-49: Hilton beiieved that this building had a rest room in its northern side,
TA-16-58-61: These magazines stored raw ME product upon arrival in S-Site. both packaged
HE and finished HE products were stored in TA-16-57-59, No open puckages or loose HE was

stored in these magnzines, Packages of HE were taken from these magazines (o buildings S-23
and 524 (TA-16-25 and TA+16-26) tor opening and inspection, Barium nitrte was also stored
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TA-16-63: This building was used for metals and is not conaminated with HE, .
TA-16-62,64,65; These buildings were used with the receiving and handling of ME freighted =
from the outside and would be contaminated with HE, particularly TA-16:64. They were only -
used for one to one and onc-halt’ vears as mugazines, Alter that, carpenters and plumbers used 11+
the buildings tor storage for a shont time. L
(4

TA-16-106-109: These storage buildings were minimaliy used for packaged ME storage (similar N
to storage at TA-16-58-61), possibly for one to otie and one hall’ years when they were first &:
built. They were used tor storage of other materials such as aluminum powder, lead oxide, o

barium aitrate amcd other inert materials,

TAL6-139:146,190: These are a cluster of buildings located along Anchor Ranch Road near the
old fire station. This are was not HE contaminated.

TA-16-200: Present day administration building never had a machine shop in it. Basement is
not contasinated with HE, chemicais or oil. This building had a fuel tank on the west wall
about 100" south of the northwest corner which was uscd tor i backup generator in the building.
The tank was removed atler one to two vears when the building was fitted with natural gas
lines. No leaks from the tank were seporied.

TA-16-202: The machine shop in the building did not machine any HE contaminated
cyuipment. Water soluble soap and oils as well ax minimal amounts of TCE and penctrating oil
would have pone down the Toor drains. No butyl acetate was used. ‘The south end of the
building was the WNX- 11 instrument shop, The nonth end was maintenance for compreasors,
hydrulies, ete, ‘The East side was Zia electric, The oil overilow outfall daylighted near fence
by the old puard shack (TA-16-209),

TA16-260: Bays 1-8 were initinlly used for plastics explosives, not machining, Bay 25 was
not originally designed and built on the building. However, it was added on almost
inenediately alter TA16-260 was built, “The smail hatlway deain in Bay 25 was used to receive
floor sweepings from the hatlway, not the miachining bay area. Hilton stated that a large
hortizontal milling machine 777 was used in that bay,

TA16.308: This building was used to dry nitrovellulose explosives, However, the bascitent
would not have become contaminated during this process,

"TA«16-370: Floor drains fzom the building would be contaminated with barium nitrte from
carly days as a grinding tacility. Barium nitrate was washed directly down the drains,

TA16-391: Propanc tank at Burning Grounds was used to dry materials in filter beds and tank
betore Tash buming.

TA16.396: Hilton believes that the test rooms were inside TaA-16:.389 und that there was no
fasrine at the Burning Grounds.

TA16401 & 406: Pre- 1986, betore sand tiliens were routed 20 the pond or treatment Lacility,
drain water was allowed to just eun over the road into the canvon.
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TALG-2 1L This building was never used as o rest house, because it has no enclosed walkway
connesting it to other buildings. It has always been used for storage and assembly of finished

N

componems, The tensperature and humidity control cquipiment was used to control the "

environment tor the assembly process, <
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TA-16-462: No Known chemical spills, ’,

b

TA10-26x: Shouid be considered contaminated with a wide vasiesy of HE. :
TA-L6-478: The drain trom the utility room would not be considered HE contaminated because h L

it was located just outside the control room where they were careful not (o get contaminated v

with HE. The utility room only had the pumps and condensers, with condensate Jeaking into the
drain, There is a water cooled vacuum pump in the utility room which provided the vacuum
needed to hold HE picces in the chuek of the lathe lociated in the machining room, Although the
vacuum lines are currently labeled “Danger - contaminated with HE®, Hilton felt that it was
unliXely that the vacuum lines were contaminated with HE because there is a filter on the fromt
ot the vacuum lines that prevents HE tfrom goiny into the lines, Even if there were HE in the
vacuum lines, he telt that it was unlikely that HE would then move into the water lines that drip
into the utility drain outtall, Milton felt thar the building sump was a new feature added around
1965 and the sump drained to the east, Belore the sump was added, the effluemt drained

through a French denin to the south which was ot removed when the sump was added.

TA-16-281 & A88: Should be considered contaminated with HE.
General information about S-Site:

“The rest houses were seattered throughout 8-Site were well ¢leaned by Zia, The floors of the
solated utility rooms in the rest houses were wet mopped and washed down. The floor
washings drained through the loor druins, carrying any truces of oil trom the putmps and
condensen,

The radiogruphy are would not huve HE contaminated floor drains since the work done there
did not disturb the HE cast parts. The sources used in the buildings were rdium and cobalt,

Hilton claitmed that spills in magazines were unconumon, Standard clean up method was with a
dustpan,

Removal of sumps throughout S-Site invotved hand digging followed by an HE cheek using a
tes, kiton all four sides ot the sump,
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