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Waste Characterization Strategy Form 

Project Title I R-35 Monitoring Well Installation 

Solid Waste Management Unit 
Or Area of Concern 

Middle Portion (Reach) of Sandia Canyon (C'()O'()07) 

Activity Type Regional Groundwater Well Installation and Aquifer Tests 

Field Team Leader Mark Everett 

Waste Management Coordinator Victor Garde 

Completed by Victor Garde 

Date March 22, 2007 

Description of activities: 

The waste-generating activities addressed in this Waste Characterization 
Strategy Form (WCSF) consist of the installation (Le., drilling, collecting chip and 
core samples. well development, and initial aquifer testing) of the two regional 
aquifer monitoring wells described below. The monitoring wells will be installed at 
Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL or the Laboratory) within TA-72. 

Two single-screen wells, R-35a and R-35b, will be installed in the vicinity of 
municipal supply well PM-3. in the middle portion of the Sandia Canyon 
watershed, to satisfy a requirement stated in the New Mexico Environment 
Department (NMED) letter dated May 5, 2006, "Approval with Modifications for 
the Interim Measures Work Plan for Chromium Contamination in Groundwater". 
These monitoring wells are intended to provide hydrogeologic and water quality 
data, specifically to evaluate vertical migration of chromium contamination in the 
regional aquifer, and long-term monitoring of the regional groundwater in Sandia 
Canyon up gradient of municipal supply well PM-3. These data will be used with 
similar data collected from other monitoring wells in the area to improve the 
conceptual model for geology, hydrology, and chemistry and will help monitor 
and provide additional information on the nature and extent of possible 
contamination in Sandia canyon. 

The paired-well configuration is designed to answer the following questions about 
water quality: (1) is chromium contamination present in regional groundwater 
near PM-3, and (2) if present, does chromium in groundwater vary as a function 
of depth, and is it likely to be drawn into the well screen at PM-3. If chromium 
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