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United States Government Department of Energy
Albuguorque Opatations Offlce

Los Al A Offl
memorandum s Alameyamos Aras Offse

DATE! HOY 14 1wyr
REPLY TO
ATTN OFt LAAO:TA-16:JHM:1.,4.2.6,2.8
suBJEcT: Historie Structures at TA-16

to: J. Canepa, [EM/ER, UC-LANL

The purpose of this wemorandum is request that the
decommiseioning work scheduled for the six {6) TA-16 V-pite
buildings be deferred. Alttached im a copy of the EM-45
memorandum dated October 6, 1997 requesting this deferment.

If you have any questions concerning this request, please
c¢ontact Joe Mosge at 667-5808.

Ty
Theodore J. Taylor

Program Manager
Bnvironmental Reatoration Program

D, Griswold, BERD, AL, MS A906

J, White, BESH-19, UC-LANL

T, Taylor, LAAO, AAMEP

J., Mosme, LAAO, AAMEP

M, Salazar, BEM/ER, UC-LANL, MS M769
w3 RPF, MS 707

G. Rael, ERD, AL, M8 A906

J., Vozella, LAAO, AAMEP

T. Longo, EM-45, HQ
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United Stétes Government

__Department of Energy

memorandum

oaTe: October 6, 1997

REPLY TO
ATTN OF!

suBJECT)

o1

EM-45 (T. Lonygo, 301-903-8120)

Los Alamos Nationa) Laboratory Historical Buildings

Assistant Manager for Environment/Project Management. AL

As you will recall, my staff and I have been involved in discussions with
your staff and contractors, as well as other Headquarters groups,
concarning the disposition of the V-Site buildings at the Los Alamos
National Laboratory (LANL). This group of six buildings, along with the
large High-Explosive (HE) Castings building Yocated nearby (Building 27),
are the 'last vestiges of structures still standing at LANL that date back
to the Manhattan Project. In deforence to the historical importance. of
these buildings and in an attempt to balance this consideration against the
need to make cleanup pro?ress and minimize environmental and safoty’
1iabilities, I request that the following actions take place:

s The current stop-work order in effect for two of the V-Site buildings
should be extended to cover all of the V-Site buildings. The deferral
of this work is expected to allow for further historical assessments of
the structures and a reasonable scarch for external funding sources for
accomplishing the historic preservation.

o Tha Albuquerque Operations OFFice (AL) should plan to provide fof
sufficient surveiilance and maintenance of the V-Site structures such
that future options for historical preservation are not foreclosed.

« AL should demolish the HE Castings building as planned but take care to
preserve historically significant internal components, such as the
casting kettles, for preservation with the V-Site buildings.

v AL should proceed with planned cleanups of the subsurface contamination
(e«g., HE-contaminated drain 1ines) immediately around the buildings as
long as such work will not threaten the integrity of the buildings.

o Al and its contractors should continue to support efforts to evaluate
the structures for National Landmark status fn consultation with the
State of New Mexico and the National Park Service and to cost-out
options for reasonable levels of preservation/restoration,

We understand that this direction may result in some unplanned contract

modifications and costs and will 1ikely result in fewer than planned

release-site completions, | belfeve these costs are outwoighed by the
potential historical benefits to us and future generations that may be
realized by the preservation of the structures,
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" In closiné, we appreciate you and your staff's patience in.working through
this 1ssue with us, Questions on the guidance should be diracted to

Iom Longo of my staff at 301-903-8120.
Sincerely,
amey J, Fiore

Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary
for Environmental Restoration

cc: S, Gosling, HR . - ,
0. Griswold, AL ‘
C. Kally, CP ‘
+J. Mose, LAAQ
T. Taylor, LAAC
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