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ACCELERATOR TECHNOLOGY
IN LINE WITH
NATIONAL INTERESTS
PROBING THE STRUCTURE OF MATTER
FOR DEFENSE, INDUSTRY, AND BASIC SCIENCE

L os Alamos is refocusing the mission of its accelerator
complex to respond to the increased national need for a
steady and reliable source of neutrons for defense and
civilian applications. Along with its new mission, the
accelerator complex has acquired a new name: the Los
Alamos Neutron Science Center, or LANSCE. The new
facility will take full advantage of existing infrastructure and
accelerator technology developed at Los Alamos over the
last 50 years, while incorporating new design features to
make LANSCE the most advanced neutron-scattering
facility in the world. Neutron scattering — a reaction in
which neutrons are scattered by target nuclei rather than
absorbed by them — is one of the most effective tools for
elucidating the structure and dynamics of physical and
biological materials.
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