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Department of Ernergy 
Fiold Ollico, hlbuquorqua 
Lo5 Alamos Arua Clilko 

Los Atamos, Now h4oxi:o 07544 

t k b  Gutmita Rcitcr, Acting Chicif 
RCRA Permits Branch 

' u b  S,  Environmental Protection Aqcncy 
Region G 
1445 R05S Avenue 
Dallas , TX 75202-2733 

Dear Ns. Reitcrt 

Tho Resource Conscrvatloc and Rocovery Act 1 R C R i i )  F a c i l i t y  Invcotigation 
(WX) Work PICm f o r  Tcchnfcal Area (TAJ-21 Cperablc Unit (OU) l l O G  was 
approved by the Environncntxl Protection Agtncy (EFA) in January 1992, a f t e r  
a work p h n  addendum was submitted i n  rcspor'se t o  CPA's Hotice of Deficiency 
(WC), A kcy aspect of the addendum was a iwvised schedule ("HOD schedule") 
addressing both the sccpcncc of iAe TA-21 f t e l d  inves t iga t ions ,  and the  
content and timing of  thc technical  reports t o  EPA. The cnclosurc t o  t h i s  
latter is an excerpt from thc work plan add;ndum, showing thc  scheduled 
date8 and contcnt of thc technical  rcpons (quarterly reports and tcchnlcal 
memoranda). 

As datailad below, c i r c w t s n c c s  subsequent to O u r  r e s v n s e  t o  the NOD have 
cauaed the Th-21 RFI schedule t o  rrllp algoificantly. The consequences arc 
that thc commitmnts I n  the response to the ))OD catmot be met, and t h a t  the 
two technical  marnormcia schcdulcd for Fiecal  Ycar (FYI 1993 either cannot bc 
aubr i t tcd  on achedulc o r  cCannot coiatain all thc technical  information 
o r i g i n a l l y  intandcd. 
P i x  discussed bclow. 

Circunsmcen impact1r.p tks two tcchnical '  memoranda 

TecWcnl Hcmarandum 1. 
experienced for  sCmplcs col lcctcd i n  FY 199: ( o i x  t o  eight months for 
radioactive conLmin,ants, cornparod to  thc e&ctcd two mclnths) . Thecc 
delays impact data from scvcral F'f 1992 fie1 ;1 invcst igat ions including; 
OU-widc gr id  surface s o i l  sampling, o u t f a l l  surface s o i l  mnpliny,  and 
f i l t er  b u i l d i n g  footpr in t  surfncc soil smplinq.  
ana ly t i ca l  r c s u l t s  makcc it impossiblc t o  rcport on these Invest igat ions i n  
Technical \ k m ~ ~ . ~ d u m  1 on Juns 1 4 ,  1993. 

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  (I portion of the o u t f a l l  inves t iga t ions  could not be conducteci 
bccausc 02 tlational Emission Standards f o r  Fatardous Air Pol lutants  ( N C S W )  
cornplicwcc fssues  associated w i t h  d r i l l i n g  cperat ions in a radioact ively 
cout~minatcd environment. Thesc lnvcs t iga t i  ons w i l l  be rescheduled a t  t h e  
first opportunity , \ thich ctlrrcntly appears t o  be during t h e  summcr of 1994. 

Howcver, t h c  tollowinu o ther  major f i e ld  a c t i v i t i e s  conductcd i n  ,pY 1992 
have maiiitained t h e i r  schcdulc and can be r e w n e d  as planned: ucologic 
impping, f a u l t  and f rac turc  mcasurcmcnts, geomorphic mapping, stratigraphic 

Unchcctcd long turnaround times a r c  bcing 

The delay i n  rccciving 

sect ion mcasurcments, and outcrop mineralogy s tudies .  ._._. -. ._ .-.- *- ---. .-a_.--- 
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. .. Gu'mita Rci te r  2 

Yc will report the work not impacted by ana14ytical delays o r  " E S W  
complimcc i s sues  i n  a Tec!-tnfcal hnorandum LA, as schcdulcd on June 1 4 ,  
1993. Hc propose to remrt on t h c  invcstiga:ions dclclycd by slow ana ly t ica l  
turnaround i n  a follOiI-up Technical blcrnorand im 18, which h'c propose t o  
submit on December lG, 1993. 
six-month delay i n  rccciving 'analytical rcsl;.Lts. The work postponed because 
of WHtW cornp?.iance i ssues  will be included i n  t h e  F'" 3.994 f i e l d  
invest igat ions 'and will be reported i n  Technical Hemorcandurn 3 ,  the schedule 
f o r  which is present ly  unsefcctcd (see enclosure) .  

Tcchnicjl Hcrorandum 2. 
perform the vadose zonc and Arca V invcstigationv scheduled t o  begin i n  the 
sumner of 1992. The inves t iga t ions  werc not  s tarted,  and cannot be reponad 
i n  Technical knorandum 2 schcduled for Scptlnmbcr 29, 1993, nor i n  the 
intervening yuilncrly tcc*hnicnl progress rCFxt3 .  
initial aubsurfacc investigations also will lmpac t all subse:fuent subsurface 
invest igat ions,  k-hich depend on the information that was t o  be accruircd i n  
the i n i t i a l  work, 

T h i s  six-month dclsy is cons is ten t  with the  

Funding rcccivcd i~? Ff I992 was i n su f f i c i en t  to 

Thc delay o t  thcoe 

Them i o  no mcoursc for this achedulc ollppagc except Po raschedulc the 
wcrk f o r  a l a t c r  timc. A t  prcacnc, it appcnro t h a t  t h e  erzrlicsr, posoible 
star t  date f o r  these subsurface inveot iga t iom is June 1994. 
two-year dclny from the  o r ig ina l  schcdulc, a.nd assumes adequate funding i n  
ET 1994 and Ff 199s. 

For the  virdosc tone and Arm V invest igat ions,  ud subsequent dependent 
invast igat iono,  wc propose to  prcpJr6 (L new schcdulc as followst 
Hewrandurn 2 will bc duc i n  l a te  nummcr 1995, with the dependent Tcchnical 
Hcmrnndn 4, C ,  8 ,  and 9 following ac approximately one-year ln te rva la .  
Overal l ,  t h i o  achcdulc would rerrult i n  a ontv-yea delay i n  the  completion of 
this scrieo of Technical :.tcnorwdn i f  wc car:- r c m v c  the scheduldd one-year 
hiatuo t h a t  appears bctuccn Technical Hemoraxla 2 md 4 i n  the NOD schedule. 
Them act ion5 arc, of coursc,  dcpandcnt on a h q u a t c  fundinq i n  cach f i s c a l  
year. 

This is a 

Technical 

This l c t t c r  f a  .tntcndccl t o  inform EPA Ragiot: 6 of dic  circumstances which 
have lad to &e TA-21 Otl-11OG WI schcdulc and r c w n i n g  di f f imi t i c s  
d?ocusocd tlbovc. I n  addi t ion ,  HC occk conccrrence on o u r  propoocd ac t ions  
with regard t o  rcschcdullny ccrtaln a c t i v i t i s  and s p l i t t i n g  Technical 
Hcmorandbn 1 i n t o  two p a r t s ,  1A 'and 18. Thc Eunding, schcdulc, ,and IIESHAFJ 
~ornpli~ulcc issuer; addrcsscd above havc bccn dfscusocd informilly with EPA 
Rcyloi~ C pcrsoimcl U!I s c v ~ r a l  occasioiw dati:ng from August 1992, m d  as 
rccant ly  a3 Fcbruar; 1993. 
idcnt f f icd  and addrc:ssccl f n  each of our  qunrcerly tcchnical  progrcso 
repotts, commcncfnq rrith the rcport for the t h i r d  cmartcr of F'f 1992 issued 
in August 1093. 
to  thc coursr! of action protzoscd i n  t h i 3  l c c t c r ,  
prUparing a r~visr?cl schcduh incorporating these chsngcs and plan t o  submi t  
i t  formally Eor approval t o  h a w  it replace thc tiOD schcdulc. 

Each of the i sou,cs  has k e n  prcvlously 

Unlcss othcrricc directed, 'ut? intcnd to procccd according 
He arc i n  t!!c procrlss of 

Onc f i n a l  issuc? Is minor, it\ t h a t  wc would l lkc approval t o  rctcr to  
tcchnicst rncrr,orax!a as 'phssc rr?ports" i n  fcturc corrcqmnciencc. Lor; ~ l m o s  
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National Laborntor,” s Environmental Rcstomc:,on Prorrara has changed the 
t i t l e  of the8c technical reports i n  a l l  cormmication with CPA,  cxcept f o r  
the TA-21 OU. 
in the EPA-approved k‘ork plan  for  the TA-21 UU-1106, and “Lhtreforc EPA’s 
approval is nccclcd to o€ficially change the ::itlc. The t i t l e  change does 
not affect the content of these documents i n  any way. 

Thcse tcchnical reports are  q n c i f i e d  a8 technical memoranda 

Sincerely, 

LESH t 6SSd97 Envlrofmnr:, w c t y  and Health Dranch 

Enclosura 1 

TA-21 OU RFX Work Plm Addendum 
Table 3.1-1. (Summary of Tcchiiical 
Reports for  the TA-21 OU RFI:) 

cc w/enclome I 
K. Sisnaroa, Hew kxd.co 

Environment D C p c m e n t  
1190 St. Francis Drive 
3 M t d  Pa, w).! 37502 * 

B. D d S C O l l ,  RCRA PermiC~.Bmch 
U. S. WA, Region 6 
1415 Rosa Avt, Suite 1200 
Da.lla8, TX 75282-2733 

R. Vmka, 16H-13, LANL, HS-H?92 
K. Bitnar, ERPO, U 

cc wlo cncloauet 
E. OarcIa, Bureau Chief 

liaznrdoua & Radioactive 
Materials Bureau 
New Hcxico Environment. Dept., 
525 C d o  de 10s Marquez 
Santa Fa, Nt 87502 

S.  Slaten, M, LFrkO 
A. T i a h ,  Aw, wn, tIS-Al20 
J. Shiplay, EE-RETO, IAn, kCS-F641 
K. HUgiS, EN-8, MIL, bfS-K490 

C. Hack, X - G L ,  M I L ,  blS-A187 

Le SOhOlt, EN-13, LNlL, blS-!4992 

C. E l l e x ,  IHC-9, LAIC,, )E-5534 

T. C l n t m i c r ,  EES-5/D!-13, LAXL, 
tG-tI992 

tCS-tt992 
Cli-13 File? (EIf-l3-93-3Ol), LAM,, 

‘I *. * 




