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December 21. 2007 

COUNTY COUNCIL 
CouncIl Chair 
JimL west 

CouncI VlC8-Chalr 
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Councilors 

F18f1Ct1l1 M. Betting 


Nona Bowman 

Robert B. Gibson 


Jim Hall 

KIIIf H Mlldttr 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR 
Max H. Baller 

George Rael, Assistant Manager 
for Environmental Programs 
National Nuclear Security Administration 
U.S. Department of Energy 
528 35th Street, MS A316 
Los Alamos Area Office 
Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544 

Susan Stiger, Associate Director 
for Environmental Programs 
Los Alamos National Laboratory 
P. O. Box 1663, MS M991 
Los Alamos, New Mexico 87545 

Dear Mr. Rael and Ms. Stiger: 

The Incorporated County of Los Alamos has reviewed the "Approval with Direction" notice from 
the New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) to the Department of Energy (DOE) and Los 
Alamos National Security, LLC (lANS) concerning the Los Alamos and Pueblo Canyons 
Supplemental Investigation. 

Atthough the County acknowledges the need for reducing contaminant transport in Pueblo 
Canyon, we are strongly opposed to NMED's requirement to install a low-head weir in the 
canyon between Graduation and Kwage Canyons. The presence of a weir would have the 
following negative impacts on County management of Pueblo Canyon: 

• 	 One of the Countv's sewer mains runs through the canvon. The proposed weir is sited 
on top of the line and the maintenance road for the line. The weir would force a 
relocation of both the sewer and the road, and might require installation of a lift station in 
the canyon. At a minimum, the present sewer line is certainly incompatible with a weirs 
construction. 

• 	 The location of the proposed weir is at the heart of the Los Alamos Countv Open Space 
System. Pueblo and Bayo Canyons are part of a continuous greenway that extends 
from the eastern County boundary to the Santa Fe National Forest to the west of town. 
The greenway functions as an important recreation area, as undisturbed habitat for 
wildlife, and as a corridor for wildlife movement. In addition, the area holds a high 
concentration of "tent rocks," picturesque volcanic features that hold great significance 
to the residents of northern New Mexico and that are fragile features that are easily 
damaged by vehicle traffic and vibrations. 
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