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Subject: Historical Study of the Origln ol Influent Into Nincteen Septle Tanks
that Exlsted in the Los Alnmos Townslte (Post Area) from ubout
1943 through 1947,

The purpose of thls historlenl study was to determine which, If any, of these (Subject) septle
tanks could be suspected of belng contaminated with radloactive or RCRA material,

Only two tanks were known to linve been connected to bulldings In TA-| that were In the
luboratory or productlon classifieation, These two septic tanks are S\WMU 0.030(b) and
SWMU 0-030(g). Septlc bank SWMU 0-030(g) was removed {n 1993, found to be
contaminated wlth radlonctive material and dlsposed of al TA-54,

No drawings could be found that showed the bulldings that septle tanks S\YMU's 0-030(c¢), (h),
(e )4 (k) (m), (n), or (p) serviced, However, with the exceptlon of septic tank SWMU
0-030(n) and septic tanks (two) SWMU 0-030(m) loglenl reconstructlon of the ureas serviced
by these septle tanks and logleal concluslons of possible contamination can be made,

The research for Information about the septic tanks {ncluded the following sources:

L Drawings
A, The 1943 Corp of Englncers utllity drawings of the Post Areas "A" .
through "N",

B.  The [947 Zla Company's - Post Plan - Bulldings and Numbers,

C The 1949 Zla Company's - Sewage Distribution for Post Areas
K-3, K-4, L-2, and L-3,

D.  The 1948 Zla Company's - Fuel Tank Farm » No, Z.252
(LANL No, Eng-C49054),

E. The 1947 W, C, Kruger Compuany drawings No. SFA-AK-30.2/104 «
nnd SFA-AK-28.2/104, Location Plans of Areas B, C, and D,

Note: With the exceptlon of the Zia Fuel Tank Furm drawlings and the Kruger drawings, none
of the sets of drawlngs were complete,

2. Organizatlons
A, LANL « F§5-3 Records Manugement
B. LANL - Environmental Restoratlon Records Management
c. The Los Alamos Hlistorlcal Soclety
D, ERM/Golder
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3, SWMU 0-030(¢¢) « Septle Tunk (Remuoved) o
This septle tank was located north of Canyon Road and west of Manhattan Loop on private -
property at 492 Canyon Road and 522 Canyon Road, 8
This septic tank waus not shown on the 1943 US Corp of Enpinesrs deawings of Aren "C", 1t 4
does show on the 1947 Zln Company Post Plan drawling as Septic Tunk 1-A, The Zia Company Q
drawing does not show the septic system that was connected to i, but beeause of the slope of v
the ground it probably serviced the high density housing south of Canyon Road and from fourth 14
to ninth streets, 0

b

This septic tank was removed, along with its outfall line to the rim of Graduation Canyon, In
June of 1994, The outfall line was butied where [t left the septie tank but emerged nbove ground
as It neared the cunyon rim and was supported by concrete plers, The plers were removed along
with the outfall piping. The tank, outfull piping, nnd plers were tnken to the Los Alumos County
{;“Qﬁ‘,{,“c'; fgr disposal, See attached exhibit "A", "Dally Fleld Activity Reportt," from
° o crl

4, SWMU 0.030(d) « SeptleI'nnk
This septic tank Is located in the cul-de-sac turnaround at the east end of Plne Street, [t was bullt
in 1943 or 1944,

This septic tank serviced Mckee houses, apartments and dormltoriey west of Canvon Road, and
are nowv known as Pinon Street, Opel Street, Nugget Street, and Myrtle Street arcas, The septie
system flowed from west to east, A 1947 Zla Company Post Plan drawing shows the tank ns
Septic Tunk 2. No septic system Is shown, The septic system ls shown on the Corp of Englneet
drawings for Areas "B and ""C", but the tank i$ not shown,

Becatise these areas were all residentlal there ls very little chance that any RCRA or radlonctive
contamination exists in the septic tank,

5, SYWMU 0.030(e) North « Septie Tanks
These two septic tanks exist and are located north of Canyon Road and ut the south edge of the
purking area south of 2202 Canyon Rond. This tesidence was otiginally the Boy Scout Lodge,

These two septic tanks originally serviced apartments, dormitorles and some orlginal runch
school bulidings in what {s now the Chupel Apartment aren and the Rose Street, Mectar Street,
Peach Street, and Spruce Street areus, This septic system also picked up the outfall from septie
tank, SWMU 0-030(q). There is a note on n Zin Company townsite mup that {s o Ylot plan of
Areas A, B, E, and F, that says these septic tanks, SWMU 0-030(c) north, are not in use, This
particular map is not dated and hus no title block, but [s the north extension of a Zin Company
townsite mup that plots areas E, F, [, and J that is dated 1947, SWMU 0-030(¢) south was
constructed In what s now the Chapel Apartment area and replaced S\WMU 0-030(¢) north,

Septic tanks S\WMU 0-030(e) north serviced only residential area bulldings and it {s very
probable that they are not contaminated with RCRA or radlonctive material, 'I‘%c aren served bi,'
these septic tanks was bound on the north by Canyon Rouad, on the west by o north and south
line that passes just west of Ashley Pond, on the south b‘y an enst and west line that pagses about
100 feet north of Fuller Lodge and on the east by what Is now 15th Street, The septic tanks and
the septic system show on the Corp of Englneers drawings for Arcu "A" It Is designated as
septie tank number 4,

b



The ground contours in the aren in 1943 Indlcute that It would have been very expensive and
impractical to have routed any sewage from TA-1 to this septie tank, It Is belleved that septic
tank SWMU 0-030(h) was connected to only residentinl type bulldings and that it s very
unlikely that any radioactive or RCRA materials could have been discharged into this tank,

10, SYYMU 0.030¢1) - Septie Tunk

This septic tank shows as septic tank number 8 on the 1947 Zin Company map flle number PA-
200-B titled Post Plan - Buildings and Numbers. The septic system connected to [t {s not shown
on this drawing, We have not been uble to find a drawing that shows the fncllitles connected to
this septle tank, "This septic tank Is located near the tim of Los Alumos Canyon and nbout 1200
feat west of what Is now Oppenhelmer Drfve,

The bulldings that probably were serviced by this tank could have been the West (WAC) Mess
Hall that was immediately notth of S\WMU 0-030¢1) nnd on the south side of Flnch Strest and
the buildings west of the West Mesy Hall along Finch Street and south of Trinity Drive, These
bulldings were dormitories, barracks, a military post offlce, un officer's lounfrvc. o post exchange,
and Sundt Apartments, The bulldings north of Trinity Drive and cust of the West Mess Hall
wete tied into the septic system that dralned to septic tank SWMU 0-030(g).

[f the assumption of the buildings connected to septic tank S\WMU 0-030(1) is correct, there [y
very little chance that tadlonctive o RCRA contaminants could have been discharged into this
septic tank,

L1, SYWNU 0-030()) - Septle Tank

This septic tank is located on a 1947 Zla Company Post Plan drawing, 1t Is abut 600 feet north
of Eust Road and east of the eastern segment of Munhuttan Loop, The Flgure 1 SWMU Qroup
0-3 map cootdinates are about N117+80 and E120435, The Zln Compuny mup coord(nates are
N118+40 and E120445, No Corp of Englneers drawings have been tound for thls area, Also,
there Is no drawing of the septle svstem to the tank that can be found,

Logleally this septic tank would have serviced the Ft Leonurd Wood housing units north of
Canyon Road and bound by Manhattan Loap, There were also a few Ft, Leonurd Wood housing
unlts in the Immediate vieinity, but south of Canyon Roud and also north of Manhattan Loop.
There was a group of unidentified buildings that were located north of Canyon Road between
the eustern intersection of Manhattan Loop and Canyon Road and the western boundary of the
Central Sewage Disposal Plant that could huve been connected to this septic tank, These
unidentified bulldings are of the slze and shape to have been u construction contractor's
warchouses, offlces, lumber storage shed, ele,

[f these housing areay and the unldentified bulldings were serviced by septle tank S\WMU
0-2300) it Is probable that no radionctive or RCRA contaminants were evet discharged (o the
tan .5

12, SWMU 0.030(K) « Septie Tunk

This tank Is located north of the old Zia Warehouse aren hotth of East Road and east of what is
now the Dog Obedience Club bullding and the Vetetinary Hospltal, Thete Is no 1943 Corp of
Engincer drawing of thls area that can be found and there s no septie system drawings that can
be found showing what bulldings were connected to the tank, The Zin Compuny Warehouse
aren and septic tank S\WMU 0-030(k) are shown on o 1947 Zin Comllmny Post Plan, There wns u
Zin Property Offlce, u recelving warchouse, four bullding muaterlal warehouses, six electrical
warchouses, five plumbing warehouses, o noll warehouse, o cement shed and n machinery
warehouse, The Zin Company also had u concrete bloek plunt between the eanyon and TA-31
and immediately enst of the warehouse nren, The Flgure | SMWU Qroup 0.3 map places septic
tank SVWWMU 0-030¢k) 100 feet to 150 feet west of the northiest radius bend of Tewn Loop In
the present Group 18-A housing,
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Because of its location, It was Impossible for this septic tank to have been connected by gravity
to any technical area bulldings, Therefore, it Is highly improbable that any radionctive or RCRA
materfals exist in this septic tank.

17, SYWMU 0-030¢0) - Septle Tank

This septic tank Is located on the Flgure 1, SSWMU Group 0.3, map slightly north of Canyon
Road and 350 to 400 feet east of what Is now [5th Street, [t {s shown on the 1947 Zia Company
Post Plan Buildings and Numbers drawings, but the septic system is not shown, It also iy shown
on the 1943 Corp of Engineers drawing for Aren "B" and the septic system s shown,

This septic tank setviced the area that now contalns Sage Loop and Onkwood Loop and east of
llSthd'::‘cht:t. This wrea consisted of Sundt Apartments, Mckee Housing, a dormitory and o
aundry,

‘There 1s very little possibility that this septic tank contains radioactive or RCRA contaminants.

18, SWMU 0-030(p) « Septle Tank

This septic tank Is located on the Figure 1, S\WMU Group 0.3 map at the end of Rlm Road. It
does not show on the 1943 Corp of Engineer drawing for Aren "D, It does show on the 1947
Zln Company Post Plnn Bulldings and Numbers drawing, but the septic system that conneets to
it is not shown on this drawing,

[t s logleal that this septic tank serviced the Rim Road and Quartz Street residentinl aren, This
wrea was 100% Denver Steel and Fi, Leonurd Wood housing units,

There swere no Technical Ares | bulldings connected to this septic tank and it would be almost
impossible for it to be contaminated with radionctive or RCRA material,

19 SWMU 0-030(q) « Septic Tunk (Removed)

This septic tank was one that was constructed by the Ranch School, It was connected to some of
the original Ranch School bulldings. When the septic system for septic tank S\WMU 0-030(e)
north was Installed the outfall from this septic tank was connected to the new system,

This septle tank was locnted cast of the 22nd Street and Spruce Strect Intersection in front of the
Group Home Resldence at 2056 Spruce Street, [t Is shown on the Corp of Englneer drawings of
Area "A" and Area "B", It was removed June 1994 and taken to the county landfill,

‘There 15 no reason to suspect that this septle tank was contaminated by radiouctive or RCRA
materials, See the ERM/Golder Dally Fleld Activity Report (Exhiblt "D for verificution of the
removal of the septic tank,

ce: Carl Newton, CST-18 w/Exhlbits
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