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Mayor 

Teresa Cordova Dear Mr. Real and Ms, Stiger: 
County of Bernalillo 

Commissioner, District 2 


The Albuquerque Bernalillo County Water Utility Authority (Water Authority) provides water and 
E, Tim Cummins sewer services to more than 550,000 residents in the Albuquerque metropolitan area. TheCounty of Bernalillo 

Commissioner, District 4 
 Water Authority was formerly managed by the City of Albuquerque, but was separated by the 

New Mexico State Legislature in 2003. The City relied solely on ground water for decades but 
Trudy Jones 

City of Albuquerque 
 studies in the early 1990's by the U.S. Geologic Survey and others have shown clearly that 
Councillor. Distnct 8 continued reliance is unsustainable and could cause wide-spread land surface subsidence. 
Ex-Officio Member 
Pablo R Rael Because of this information, the City, and now the Water Authority, have implemented an 
Village of los Ranchos aggressive water conservation program, reuse and reclamation projects and the San JuanBoard Trustee 

Chama Drinking Water Project (DWP). The purpose of the DWP is to transition from full 
Executive Direclor reliance on ground water to using imported Colorado River water (via the San Juan-Chama 
Mark S Sanchez 

project) that will be conveyed and diverted from the Rio Grande stream system. The DWP is 
Websile scheduled to begin operations later this year when the $ 385 million construction project is 
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completed. 

During the development of the DWP, the Water Authority thoroughly investigated the quality of 
the water in the Rio Grande and the potential for changes in water quality over time. Over the 
last few months, the Water Authority has been approached by citizen groups and questions 
have arisen with regard to transuranic radionuclides in the Rio Grande originating upstream 
and the potential in the drinking water supply. We are concerned about contamination from 
historic discharges and releases from waste disposal sites of radioactive and toxic waste to the 
environment reaching the Rio Grande and the potential for transport in the Rio Grande 
downstream to Albuquerque. As we transition to surface water supplies as our primary water 
source, protecting the Rio Grande from contamination is vital to our future. 

We have been made aware of the Buckman Direct Diversion (BDD) Board's coordination 
efforts and issues raised in letter from Mr. Harry Montoya dated November 1, 2007. In that 
letter, the BDD Board requested that the Department of Energy (DOE) and Los Alamos 
National Laboratory (LANL) fund and implement six actions or specific programs to protect 
public drinking water supplies as follows: 
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1. 	 Stop migration of LANL contaminants to the Rio Grande and to ground water. 
2. 	 Properly monitor the transport of legacy contaminants in both the surface water and 

groundwater flow systems. 
3. 	 Measure the radioactive and toxic contamination of buried contaminants now buried 

in the slough upstream of the BOD diversion site. 
4. 	 Provide an early warning system so BOD can temporarily cease diversion of any 

water from the Rio Grande when the Rio Grande is expected to contain elevated 
levels of contaminants of LANL origin. 

5. 	 Monitor the mass of any LANL-origin contaminants diverted with BOD raw water 
supplies and account for that mass in water treatment plant residuals and treated 
drinking water. 

6. 	 Provide funding for the BOD Board to retain independent peer review by qualified 
persons with regard to matters of LANL-origin contamination of the public drinking 
water resources of Santa Fe County and the City of Santa Fe. 

We would like to work with DOE and LANL to support activities intended to protect future 

public water supplies from additional contamination. Specifically, we would request that the 

Water Authority be added to the list of public entities which support taking these six action to 

protect the drinking water supplies of our region. In addition, we would request that the six 

actions be expanded as follows: 


1. 	 Stop migration of LANL contaminants to the Rio Grande downstream to the 

Albuquerque metropolitan area. 


1. 	 Same to include downstream of Cochiti reservoir to Albuquerque 
3. 	 Same to include downstream of Cochiti reservoir to Albuquerque 
4. 	 Add the Water Authority to an early warning system 
5. 	 Same to include Water Authority 

We would welcome the opportunity to work with the BOD, DOE and LANL on these important 
water quality programs and ask to be invited when the next subcommittee meeting is held. 
Please contact Mr. John M. Stomp, Water Resources Manager at (505) 768-3631 to attend the 
meeting and begin our important coordination efforts. 

In addition, please do not hesitate to contact me at (505) 768-2504 or msanchez@abcwua.org 
if you have any questions or need additional information. 

Sincerely, 

Jif/~~ 
Mark S. Sanchez 

Executive Director 


C: 	 Harry Montoya, Chair, BOD Board 

BOD Board Members 

Ron Curry, New Mexico Environment Department Cabinet Secretary 

Roy Robinson, P.E., General Manager, Water Authority 

John M. Stomp, P.E., Manager, Water Resources, Water Authority 

Barbara Gastian, Water Quality Manager 
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