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Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544

MAY 19 2006

ECEIVE

0CT o 9 2007
Mr. Carl Edlund, 6PD
Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6 5 (D\!
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200 y
Dallas, TX 75202-2733

L VA

RE: Withdrawal of the Request for the Reauthorization of Polychlorinated Biphenyl (PCB)
Disposal at the Los Alamos National Laboratory

Dear Mr. Edlund:

Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL) has operated a low level radioactive waste landfill at
Technical Area (TA) 54, Area G since 1957. In 1980, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
approved operation of the Area G low level radioactive waste landfill as a chemical landfill for the
disposal of mixed non-liquid polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), in accordance with
§ 40 CFR 761.75. EPA issued the current PCB disposal approval on June 25, 1996, to expire on
June 25, 2001. The Department of Energy (DOE), as owner and co-operator of LANL, requested
. renewal of the Area G disposal approval in a letter to EPA dated January 5, 2001. EPA
administratively extended the 1996 approval by letter dated September 10, 2001, and the
conditions of the 1996 approval are in effect until EPA makes a final determination on the
outstanding approval request.

PCB waste disposal has continued at LANL in accordance with the terms and conditions of the
administratively extended approval. Over time, the amount of radioactive PCB waste generated
annually at LANL has diminished greatly. With the availability of offsite disposal facilities, it has
become unnecessary to maintain a PCB waste disposal capability at LANL. Therefore, DOE
hereby withdraws its request to EPA for a renewed approval to operate the PCB landfill at Area G.
LANL will continue to operate the disposal units at Area G as low-level radioactive waste disposal
units for a limited period of time.

With the withdrawal of the request to renew the Area G PCB disposal approval, several issues
should be addressed:

1.)  LANL intends to continue to dispose low-level radioactive waste at Area G until closure
activities overtake operations, and requests that closure of the PCB disposal units be delayed until
low level radioactive waste disposal activities have been completed. LANL will continue to
monitor storm water and groundwater as specified in the current Area G PCB disposal approval
until an approved closure plan for the PCB landfill is in place.
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2.) Pursuant to the Compliance Order on Consent (Consent Order) dated March 1, 2005, the
disposal units at Area G will be closed by 2015. It is requested that EPA closure requirements for
the Area G PCB disposal units be coordinated with the Consent Order requirements, and that
closure of the PCB landfill be conducted concurrently with closure of the site under the Consent
Order. EPA will be provided a copy of the Material Disposal Area G Corrective Measure
Evaluation Report, which has a Consent Order due date of August 8, 2007.

3.))  The current PCB disposal approval permits storage of PCB waste at Area L. LANL will
continue to store small amounts of PCB waste at Area L prior to shipment offsite to EPA-approved
disposal facilities. Section 40 CFR 761.65 requires prior EPA approval for PCB waste storage
units at facilities that meet the definition of a commercial storer. LANL stores PCB waste
generated at this facility and thus does not meet the definition of a commercial storer at 40 CFR
§761.3. Therefore, it is our understanding that the continued use of Area L for PCB storage is not
affected by the discontinuance of the EPA Area G disposal approval.

4.)  DOE previously notified EPA that the University of California will be replaced effective
June 1, 2006 as a co-operator of LANL by the Los Alamos National Security, LLC (LANS). DOE,
as owner and co-operator of Area G, will be responsible with LANS for the operation and closure
of Area G.

If you have any questions or comments regarding PCB disposal at TA-54, Area G, please contact
Gene Turner of my staff at (505) 667-5794 or Tony Grieggs, University of California, at (505)
665-0451.

Sincerely,
s

e

Edwin L. Wilmot
ES: 2GT-013 Manager

cc:

James P. Bearzi
New Mexico Environment Department
Hazardous Waste Bureau -
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1
Santa Fe, NM 87505-6303

Rich Mayer, 6TDF
Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200
Dallas, TX 75202-2733

cc list continued on Page 3
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cc:

James Sales, 6PDA
Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200
Dallas, TX 75202-2733

R. Corman, OC, LASO

L. Cummings, OC, LASO

G. Rodriguez, OES, LASO

G. Tumer, OES, LASO

C. James, PADNWP, LANL, MS-G751

C. Mangeng, ADTS, LANL, MS-A104

K. Hargis, ENV-DO, LANL, MS-J591

T. Grieggs, ENV-SWRC, LANL, MS-K490
D. Allen, NWIS-TAS54E; LANL, MS-J595
S. Clemmons, NWIS-SBI, LANL, MS-J910
R. Lechel, NWIS-OS, LANL, MS-J593

A. Dye, ENV-SWRC, LANL, MS-K490

E. Louderbough, LC, LANL, MS-A187

S. French, ENV-ECR, LANL, MS-992

J. Hopkins, ENV-ECR, LANL, MS-992
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