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DDT AND THE SPRUCE BUDWORM

INSECTICIDE WAR
TO BE WAGED
NEAR LOS ALAMOS
AGAINST TINY
FOREST KILLERS

Obviously concerned about public
oplnion, the U, S. Forest Service last
woek called a news conference in San-
16 Fe 10 explain why it will be necessary
storting in the next few days, to sprav
nearly & half million ocres of New

. Maxico forests with DOT,

Chief couse of theit concern is Ro-

thal Carsen’s recently-published best.
' salling book “Silemt Spring,* a well.

documented indictment of the use of
< Insagticides,

if they didn‘t quench all doubts about

. Possible odverse effocts the poison
might have on fisn, wildlife and hy-
Mans, the Formst Service officials pres
sontod an oll but indisputable case for
the nood of spraying at this time.

Dehi Kirkparrick, ossistomt regionl
foraster for timber management from

- Albuguerque, said 470,000 ocres of the
Corson and Sonte Fe National Forests
woit of the Rio Grande River aro in-
lestod by the tiny spruce budworm. The

-Caterpitiars hove already killed many
rond spruce trees. Tho infestation ex.

.+ P0ds 10 the fringes of Los Alomes,

o - The Forosr Service had hoped that

!, Aatural enemies would control the bud.

‘v"worm, Kirkparrick said, but studios ovar

% the pasy several yoors have shown that
i.onotnleal control is necessary “to give
 Wture o helping hand.”

- Contrary 1o its name, the spruce bud-

;'Wm prefers the neodles of fir to
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spruce. The greedy caterpiliars are not
tostrcted 1o New Maxico, but are
found in mos* of the Unired States and
Canada.

After the 15 to 20-day spray opera-
tion, Kitkpotrick soid, the Forest Serve
ice iy confidnnt the infestation in New
Mexico will be controlied and no addi-
tiona! sproying will be necessary for at
loast sevaral yoors,

This vear's sproying is not @ now
progrem byt is an extension of one
bagun last spring when 445,000 acres
of infested fir and spruze east of the
Rie Gronda was sproved by airplanes
and holicopters. Kirkpatrick said more
thon 98 per cont of the budworms in
that Sangre de Cristo area wore killed
and they are now completely under
control.

This year, only helicoprtors will be
used in spraying the forests, They will
a! timms ba sean from Lo Alomos in the
early mornings when spraying areas al-
most odjacant 10 the community, Those
working on the Santa Fe National For-
o3t will operote out of the Santa Fe
Arport. Helicopters spraving Carson
National Forest will be based in Alo.
mosg, Colorode, Cantrogtors have bean
solactad 10 poriorm the spray missions,

The Federal Past Control Review
Board, hoaded by Chairman Rebert J,
Andorson, MO, U. S, Department of
Mealth, Edugotion, and Waellare, re.
viewed the projact and opproved it on
May 9.

The spray will be opplied ifrom the
air & the rate of one pound of DDT in
a galian of fusl ail per agra. At this
mirture, Forest Service people say, the
DOT is unlikely to harm wildlife. As
odded sofery meosures, strips will be
left unsproyed olong lakes, streams,
and moodows; only one-hall pound of
DOT par acre will be vead odjocent 10
wnspraved strips, 3pray aporations will
be stopped whonever the wind is blow.
ing more than six miles por hour,

The Forest Sarvice will make obser.
vations on both fish and wildllfe ofter
the sproying program is completed.
Kirkpatrick said @ coreful survey was
mode on the possible effect of DOT

spray on the fish caught in tho areas
sproyed last yeor, He said ne fish wore
killeg,

The Baca Location, a 100,000.0cre
square tract, almast in the middle of
the infestod Sonta Fe forest aree, and
two smaller privately-owned areas near
Eogle Nost, will not be sprayed. Forest
Sorvice officiols explained that the gov.
ornmgant £an spray private areqs only
if the ownars will pay 75 par cent of the
costs ond the owners have refused.
Costs are estimared a! $1 per acre.

Kirkpatrick said the budworm has
dn:troyed more timber than hove forest
fires in the lost decode. Me soid the
spraying must be done in g period of
obout 20 days whan the budworms, in
the larvo stoge, are fooding,

Among thase wupporting the pros
gram s Dr. Stanley J. Leiond, store
health director, Dr. Leland said the
spraying poses no threat to humans
either through direct contatt with the
DOT or by eating wildlife which has
coma into contact with the spray.

“I'm haro to deny that Rachel Carson
ever axisted,” Dr. Leland 1o]d the LASL
News, upon hiz arrival ot the news ¢an-
{eronce,

Nesrty 8 hall million ecres of nerthern New
Meazice will be wpreyed with DDT this menth te
hift spruse butwarms like thess, This phetegraph
ond that en evr cover were taven by Julle
Langham, HDO, thraugh o microneps.
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