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Environment, Safety, Health & Quality National Nuclear Security Administration 
P.O. Box 1663, K491 Los Alamos Site Office, A316 
Los Alamos, New Mexico 87545 3747 West Jemez Road 
(505) 667-4218/FAX: (505) 665-3811 	 Los Alamos, New Mexico 87545 

(505) 667-5105/FAX (505) 667-5948 

Date: December 2008 
Refer To: ESH&Q-08-065 

CERTIFIED RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Mr. James P. Bearzi, Chief 
Hazardous Waste Bureau 
New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, NM 87505-6303 

Dear Mr. Bearzi: 

SUBJECT: 	 LANL RESPONSE TO REQUEST FOR INFORMATION EPA ID NO. 
NM890010515-1 

On November 20,2008, you issued a Requestfor Information to the U.S. Department ofEnergy, Los 
Alamos Site Office, and Los Alamos National Security, LLC (collectively, the Permittees) to provide 
specific information related to waste stream LA-MHD03.002. This waste stream, composed of 16 
canisters ofRemote-Handled (RH) Transuranic (TRU) heterogeneous decontamination and 
decommissioning debris waste, will be disposed of at the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP). 
Specifically, you requested the following information: 

1. 	 All data, logbooks, correspondence, and any other documentation used by the Permittees to 
make a hazardous waste determinationfor the 16 remote-handled canisters in waste stream LA
MHD03.002. The request includes any information the Permittees may have relied on to make a 
determination that the subject waste stream is non-mixed and not subject to regulation under 
the HWA. 

As requested, we are providing documentation used to support the Permittees' hazardous waste 
determination that the 16 RH canisters contain non-mixed TRU waste. This information, attached 
hereto, includes the generator's waste profile forms based on knowledge of process; waste description 
logs compiled during the relevant time period detailing the materials placed in the 16 canisters; and 
acceptable knowledge (AK) source documents. 
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In addition, LANL is in the process of conducting an extensive re-evaluation of the generator's 
hazardous waste determination through review of AK source documents, additional data, analysis, and 
other information. Through this re-evaluation, our technical review has confirmed that Canister LA 18 
contains approximately Yz lead brick specifically located inside a single welded can (No. 425) placed in 
drum B43. To date, our evaluation has indicated that this can (No. 425) was designated as a D008 
hazardous waste per the attached LANL Waste Profile number 02728, December 10, 1991. Can No. 
425 was later put into Canister LA 18. The canister was managed as a non-mixed TRU waste. As our 
evaluation continues, we will supplement our response as necessary to provide you additional pertinent 
information. 

The Acceptable Knowledge Sufficiency Determination submitted by the Department of Energy's 
Carlsbad Field Office (CBFO) referred to in your letter was based on specific waste characterization 
requirements mandated under the WIPP Hazardous Waste Facility Permit. The WIPP permit contains a 
characterization process that differs from the generator's obligation to perform a hazardous waste 
determination under 40 CFR § 262.11. We believe that both processes were undertaken to meet 
separate requirements, and were appropriately followed. Further, LANL can fully demonstrate that the 
TRU waste stored in these 16 canisters has been and continues to be managed in an environmentally 
sound manner, and has not presented a potential harm to human health or the environment. 

We appreciate the opportunity to respond, and would like to meet at your convenience to discuss this 
waste stream and the RH canisters. We will be prepared to discuss potential appropriate action, subject 
to your approval, to address the container with the Yz lead brick. We hope to reach a resolution 
responsive to your concerns. 

Sincerely, 
\Sin:: (2~ 

A2rge J. ~l, Assistant Manager ~i.~r
Environm~~l Operations Environmental, Safety, Health, & Quality 
Los Alamos Site Office Los Alamos National Security, LLC 
U. S. Department ofEnergy 

GJR:RSW:ARG/lm 

Enclosure: CD Disk (documentation responsive to NMED Request for Information) 

Cy: 	 Marcy Leavitt, NMED/WWMD, Santa Fe, NM, wlo enc. 

Dave Moody, Carlsbad Field Office, Carlsbad, NM, wlo enc. 

Farok Sharif, Washington TRU Solutions, Carlsbad, NM, wlo enc. 

George Rael, LASO-EO, wlo enc., A906 

Milton L. Bishop, LASO-EO, wlo enc., A316 

Michael B. Mallory, PADOPS, wlo enc., AI02 
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Cy (continued): 
Thad Konopnicki, Assoc Admin Infrastructure & Environment, Washington, DC, w/o ene. 
Frank Marcinowski, Deputy Assistant Secretary Regulatory Compliance, Washington, DC, w/o enc. 
John Lehr, Office of Environmental Projects & Operations, Germantown, MD, w/o enc. 
Matthew Urie, Immediate Office of the Administrator, Washington, DC, w/o enc. 
Michael Graham, ADEP w/o enc., M991 
Bruce Schappell, ADEP, w/o enc., M991 
James Blankenhorn, WDP-DO, w/o enc., J595 
Charles LeNoie, WDP-DO, w/o enc., J595 
ADESH&Q File, w/o enc., K491 
ENV -DO, File, w/o enc., J978 
ENV -RCRA, File, (08-246), w/ene., K490 
IRM-RMMSO, (U0803446), w/enc., AlSO 
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